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T H E 


ENGLISH BALLANCE 
Weighing the reaſons of England preſent 


Conjunction with Francs againſt the Datch. 


VVith ſame Obſerves apon bis Majeſties Decla- 


ration, of Uberty 10 Tender (onſctences. 


HE preſent aſpect of affairs, being obviouſly ſuch, 

as not onely amuſeth all, but really concerneththe 
Pl greateſt part of rhe Chriitian World, and my own 

proper intereſt (not more from pure incapacity, then, 
real choice and inclination /) being moſt precifely confined, ro 
that of religion, and reaſon, | preſume, that if A a few ſober 
reflex ions, | break that common ſilence ot my Nation ( which 
ſeems to proceed rather from a deepamazement, then any o- 
ther conſideration ) | Shall not rheretore i.curre the cenſure of 
fingularity; but if the fate of truth, shall nevertheleſſe expofe 
me to the hatred of any, all l wish them. is, as little prejudice 
from their miſtake, as | intend of particular advantage by the 
following repreſentation. 

Te ſubject then that moves me to this undertaking, is, brief- 
ly. the altarume of war, that ſoundeth every where, the ten- 

ency of the trench · Armes, againſt the united Netherlands, 
and the apparent conjunction ot the King of England, with the 
French, in this their invaſion. 

W hat may be the pretenſes of the French, juſt or unjuſt, 
fince conjecture (of all things moſt dareing) hath not hirherro 
adventured upon the diſcoyery, it were in vaine for me to at- 
tempt the reſearch; It is known, that the Eſtats moſt — 
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did addreſſe their inquirie unto the French King, who certainly 


knoweth beſt,and that upon the faireſt account, viz. all juſt and 
reaſonable ſatisfaction, and yet, had no other returne, fave a 
ſlender notice, of their acknowledgement of the fayours receiy. 
ed from his Antceſtors, with a ſtructure, upon their omiſſion 
of his owne good deeds (no doubt the dividing of the English 
Fleet by Beauforts imaginary aſſiſtance) and then, a hint at late 
innovations in trade, viſibly declining reaſon, by ane inſinuat 
reference, to a neutral arbitration, without ſo much as a con- 
defcendence upon the ſubject, notwithſtanding of the ſarisfac, 
tion offered; concluding , with a ſcrupulous formalizing at the 
Eſtats deſire, to be cleared, about their evidently well ground- 
ed apprehenſions, of his Majeſties extraordinary —— 
as if it were boorish incivility, to demand reaſon abroad, from 
a Prince that makes his will to ſatisfy at home; ſo that the King 
of France his tenderneſſe to abuſe truth, and unw illingneſſe to de- 
rogat from the confidence ot his great power, by ſearching af. 
tex a colourable pretext, where there is none to be found, ap. 
peares to be the moſt favourable account, that his procedour 
will admit of: It's true, the advance of his Romish ſuperſtition 
doth occurre, as a very probable incentive, but, as both juſtice 
doth repugne , and Policy diſſwade from declaring it to be the 
cauſe, of this apprehended war; ſo, I confeſle the manifeſt 
decay, and neglect of religion, eyery where, this day in the 
earth, with his Majeſties notour addiction to his paſſions, and: 
intereſts above all other ingagements, do rather incline me to 
think, that it is the inſolent Tyranny of theſe imperious Luſts, 
ride and avarice, that doththus derobe a great Prince, of his 
lid glories, and pleaſures, and in lieuthereof, with pain and 
hazard to himſelf, and injury to his neighbours, render him a 
ſlave to the motions of hisinfariable appetit: But, though the 
candor l am reſolved to uſe in this Diſcourſe, doth make me 
thus figure to my ſelf, the French King's incitements; yer, 1 


am very farfrom thinking, that the matter of religion is no more 


intereſſed in this war, then intended: To knit the conſequen- 
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ces of war, and victory, either to the declared cauſes, or in- 
fluencing reaſons of the undertakers, is, an error, that both 
reaſon and the experience of all ages doth abundantly diſprove z 
but why should 1 here make any profuſion ofreaſon, where com- 
mon ſenſe may be ſo convictive? Can Popish Armes prevail, and 
not eſtablish Popish ſuperſtition? Can this Popish Superſtition 
have power, and not both proſper and perfecute? Thefeare 
conſequencesſo natural, and evident, that it were ſuperfluous, 
either to challenge one inſtance diſſonant, from thethouſands , 
that confirme them, or to reminde what, and how ſucceſſe- 
fully, the preſent French King hath (what by force, and what. 
by policy) practiſed, in his own dominions: or laſtly, to ad- 
de, that as the genius of Popery, hath ever been moſt bent, to 
ſeek to reenter where it hath been ejected; ſo it cannot but in 
this invaſion be animat, by a great acceſſion of vigour, in the 
hope, thereby to triumph in the conqueſt of the main fort, and 
bulwarke of the Proteſtant intereſt And verily theſe things 
are of themſelves fo obvious, that l almoſt blame their eonduct, 
(if onely deſigned for clearing of this point) who of late have 
cauſed Print, a Letter to the Eſtats, from their Reſident in Vien- 
na, acquainting them with the King of France his intentions, 
as by him communicat to the Elector of Mentz , viz. to daun- 
ton the pride of the Eſtats General. and compel them to the reſ- 
titution of Eccleſiaſtick Lands, and goods, and that aſſurance 
hereof, is long ſince = tothe Pope; As ifthe manifeſt hazard 
of the Proteſtant Religion, from the French Armes, and their 
approaches, and its infallible prejudice in their ſucceſſe, not 
onely as to this reſtirution , but the ſubverſion of its truth and 
purity, did need the acceſſion of ſuch a conjectural proof? But 
it is indeed to be regrated, that ſuch at preſent, should be the 
reguardleſſe indifferency, in the matter of religion, of the neigh 
bouring Proteſtant Princes and Eſtats, that neither the unde- 
niable evidences of all appearances, nor all the arguments where- 
by they may be ſeconded, ſeem ſufficient, to awake them, from 
this dangerous ſlumber: The time was, when religion, as the 
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moſt precious concerne, was alſo, the moſt endearing bond, of 


mutual alliance; ſo that whereevyer it happened to be attacqued, 


neither diſtance, nor ie paration of other intereſts, did exempr, 
or excuſe, from the common defence; But men have long ſince, 
both in their hearts, and lives, caſt it downe, from its excellen. 
cy, andif there it hath loſt its power, and influence, no won- 
der, that it be little operative on publick tranſactions: Whether 
for this cauſe, the Lord be now ariſen ro contend, firſt, with 
theſe united Provinces, and thereaſter with all the Churches, 
is no doubt a queſtion, which every man hath reaſon to move 
with trembling ; my hearts deſire is, that as God by his diſpen- 
ſations, is threatning to punish, aſwel by the loſe of rempo- 
ralities, ſinfully overvalued, and abuſed, as by the removeal 
of his Goſpel, unworthily undervalued, and diſpiſed; fo, his 
people may thence be warned , and inſtructed above all things, 
ro ſeek his face, and peace, and thereby to engage him, to 
ſtand on their ſide , both on his own, and their behalfe., then 
shall the Lord who waits to be gracious, exalt himſelf, that 
he may have mercy upon them, andjoine his judgement to the 
juſtice of their cauſe, ro ſcatter the proud & purdowne the migh- 
ty, that men may ſec and ſay , Surely there is a Go that judgeth righe 
teouſly in the earth. 


But is it poſſible that matters ſtanding thus, berwixt the French 


and Dutch, and religion being ſo much concerned, in the event, 
tie N ing of England should incline, to take parr with the French, 
ſo manitcſtly contrair to righteouſneſſe and rel gion, yea to his 
faith. honour, and — And really all theſe (the maine. if 
not the onely determinations among rational men) doe fo direc- 
tly oppoſe, and diſſwade this ſtrange reſolution, that, | ſince- 
rely profeſe, it is only from the ſurprite, and diſtruſt of my rea- 
ſon. and not in the leaſt from any purpoſe, to amaze men into 
my ſentiments, that my wonder doth expreſſe itſelf , in t his in · 
terrogation; which, it any man doe ſtill judge, to be an antici ; 
pation; let him only forebeare what he cenſures; and l hopes 
he shall be quickly ſatisfied. q 
Thar 
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That | may therefore proceed clearly. in this odd ran» 
conntre of affairs: Although 1 doe heartilywish, that my ſup- 
firion may never exiſt; yet, ſeing it is the ground of the en · 
focngdiſcoure he whodoubrs irs probability, confider 
the following paſſages. Firſt, the King of England his refufal. 
upon the Eſtais their juſt and reaſonable demand, to give aſ- 
ſurance for the performing of his part of the Triple Alliance. 
Next, the known ordinary diſcourſe of his court, tend- 
high em 1 3. Sir George Downing, his late Em- 

ie, with the unuſewall reſerve by him practiſed, in the expo. 
ſing of his demands, his ſudden recall, and his refuſing to receive 
the Stats their anſwer, unto the memoire he had given in, about 
the flage 4+ the ſtraine of his Majeſties returne to this anſwer, 
when thereafter preſented to him, whereby he plainly intimats 
his diſpleaſure thereat, ſignify ing that though he be willing to ob- 
ſerve the Triple Alliance, yet he doth not judge himſelt there- 
by obliged, to ſufter them to doe hat they pleaſe, to his pre- 
judice, nor to wrongtheir neighbours, inthe matter of trade: aſ- 
ſerting peremptorily, his ſoveraignity in the ſeas, and withal , 
demanding their poſitive anſwer, whether they will punish Van 
Gent for his not ſtriking to his Flage: And laſtly the extraordi- 
nary correſpondence entertained, betwixt the Courts of En- 
gland, and France, with their late Treaty: the ſeveral millions 
oß money it hath brought from France to England, & the deſign- 
ed expedition of the Duke of Monmouth , with ſome thou- 
fands of Auxiliarles, into the french Campa. gneʒ which paſſages 
being joined to 2 and fer vid ſea preparations, wherein 
England is now buſlied, doe in my opinion, ſufficiently reſolve, 
that the Dutch are the marke whereat they are levelled, whether 
juſily or unjuſtly comes next to be handled? And certainly, if 
y have no other motive or end, then the french affiſtance , 
whatever injuſtice may be, intheir cauſeleſſe invaſion, or what» 
ever dettiment Religion may ſuffer by their ſucceſle, doe fall up- 
on-theKing of England, as an aſſiſtant, with higher aggrava- 
tlons, then can be fairly named, before that I doe firſt propoſe f 
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and examine, the proper provocations, that he pretends: That, 
thereſore reaſon and truth, may have their full exerciſe, and 
right, my endeavour shall be, to give an impartial and ſincere, 
account of all, that fame or report hath hitherto communicat on 
this ſubject. 
That the King of England hath of a long time acclaimed, the 
ſoveraignity of the Brittish ſeas, and therein alſo been univer- 
ſally acknowledged, by the tormality of ſtriking, is notour over 
all: and, as it is not my duety , willtully to diminish or im- 
pugne the former, ſo, the latter is expreſſely agreed to, by the 
Dutch, in the laſt treaty of peace: But the difference at preſent, 
ariſing from this head, ſeems to be twofold, the firſt in matter 
of fact, viz. that the King of England accuſeth the Dutch, of an 
injurious affront, both againſt his right, and the late treaty, in 
as much as their fleet, under Van Gent's conduct, did of late, 


refuſe to ſtrike ſail, ro one of his Jachts, bearing his flage. 


To whichthe Dutch anſwer, that the Kings right being drawn 
unto the Treaty. for its better confirmation , it muſt thence take 
all its meaſures, and ir being thereby only provided, that all 
dutch ships, shall ſtrike tothe King's men of war, in the Bri- 
tish ſeas, as the cleare termes of the Treaty in the 19 Art: there- 
of, and the quality of the ſacht, being onely a pleaſure boat, 
and no man of war, doe furnish adefence for what is paſt; ſo, 
by their anſwer above mentioned to Sir George Downings me- 
moire, they offer, that if his Maj. will obſerye the Triple Alli- 
ance, they will ſtill agree, that all dutch ships shall ſtrike to 
his Ships of war; but the King not herewith ſatisfied, deſires the 
Eſtars , to be poſitive, whether ox not they will inflict punish- 
ment on Van Gent? as we have heard: The other branch of this 
difference teucheth the point of right, the King of England aſ- 
ſerting peremptorily, in his above mentioned anſwer to the Eſ- 
tats, his dominion, and ſoveraignity over the narrow ſeas , 
and the Dutches, hitherto ſilently forebearing , either to de- 
bate, or conſent to the claime: The next ground of proyoca- 
tion diſcourſed of, in the King of Englands court (for as yet it 


hath proceeded no further) is the making & publishing 5 
the Dutch of certain ſcandalous pictures, and pamphlets, tot 


King's dishonour, whereof ſome, at leaſt one, viz. the picture 
dedicat, and affixed by the rowne of Dortꝭ in the Stadt-heuſe , 
to the honour of Cornelius de Wit, in memorie of his attacque 
at Chattam, bearing the draughr of the thing, with certain 
Lines of Elogy ſubjoined, (all no doubt contrived with the luſtre 
of advantages ſurable to the deſigne) licenſed by authority, 
and the reſt onely of privat authors, bur publickely permitted, 
and of this kinde (as is reported at court) a pourtrait of the King 
of England, ſurrounded by ſome ladies of pleaſure, buſſied in 
— pockets, is moſt noticed, and talked of: the third 
pretenſefor war, intimat by the King of England's laſt anſwer, 
above ſpoken of, wherein he ſaith, that though he be willing to 
ſtand to the Triple Alliance; yet, he is not thereby obliged, to 
ſuffer, either things prejudicial to his own honour, or them, 
to doe what injuries to their neighbours in matter of trade, that 
they think fit; which laſt paſſage , is no doubt to be underſtood 
of the ſame innovations in trade, complained upon, by the King 
of France, his letter, as we have ſaid: but what theſe are, is a- 
like obſcure in both, and remain's yet to be explained. 
T his being the ſumme of what 1 have learned, of the King of 
land's tion: Their import, and merit, is inthe next 
lace to be weighed : To diſoourſe then firſt the alledged incivi- 
ty of Van Ghent; I know, it would be thought ridiculous, for 
me to endeavour, to accommodat this miſtake, by theſe Goſ- 
rules of ſimplicity, meekneſſe, and divine goodneſſe, to of- 
t to ſquare the actings of Princes, and Stats, in ſuchemergents, 
by that deſerence, forebterance, and readineſſe to pardon, held 
ſortin in its high and heavenly precepts, in prejudice of their 
= and vain politicks, would be in the conſtruction of theſe 
elicar Spirits, and refined witts, (which deceive themſelves 
and others, to the foolish admiration,and eſteeme of things of no 
moment, ) to trample upon the tender poin tof honour, and diſ- 
folye the noble frame of intereſt: neither shall l at this time fur- 
Joby B ther 


2 5 
af 
Ls 
| : 
| 


10 
— the difference pretended by the Duteh, betwixt 2 


The Engl) 


man of war and a jacht ; impartialitie muſt. certainly graunt , 
that the refuſing to ſtrike to this veſſel, (if in the Brittish ſeas) 

which ten yecrs agoe che Dutch had not ſcrupled to honour as a 
man of wat, and not much above a hundred yeers, might poſſi- 

bly have ſerved for their Admiral, could onely have flowed from 

their late fucceſſe, and elevation but as it is aboundantly evi- 
dent, that, nothing ſave a fatal miſfortune, could engage ei- 
ther party. to forme a quarrel upon this only occaſion, and that 

without the influence , of far different conſiderations, the King 
of England would not therein, ' have shewed himſelf fo uneaſie; 

ſo, it muſt be acknowledged, that in ſo light an offence, not 
deſtitut, at leaſt of a colourable!excuſe, the Dutch their oſſer 
of good perſormance, for the time to come, is as much as in 
reaſon, can be exped ed: the next point that occurres, is, the 
King of England's ſoveraignity, over the Brittish ſeas, where- 
of at preſent he appeares to be very jealous, and queſtionleſſe 
ik his Majeſty doe not content himſelf, with the formality of ſtrik- 
ing , as his ſole prerogative, but holds it only tor a marke of due 
recogniſance, aſſerting withal, his ſoveraignity indefiaitly , 
as to all eſſects, that ſuch a title may import its value, doth 
not more deſerve his jealouſie, then it's conſequences may juſt · 
ly, excit all, to inquite into his pretenſes. I shall not here ta: 
ble the debate, an mare /it liberum an claaſum, the teaſons of thoſe 
learned men, who have managed it, pro and con: doe, in my 
opinion, very happily compoſe it, in this reconciliation: that, 
as the nature, and end ot the ſeas , doe plainly appeate, inta · 
pable of dominion, ſo, in as far as they axe deſtined and doe 
ſerve, for common ule, the ex preſſe ot preſumptive conſent of 


one people, may qualiſy. reſtrict, or: renounce! the ſamet, ia 


fayours of another; and. thus e ſee , that here ver dominion 
over particular ſeas, ate acclaimed, theireffeds are not onely 
preciſely limited, but almoſt eyery-whete different. ſo, to one 
is given thereby the ſole benefit of fshings|40:avother, a certain 
tribut, to a third the power of juriſdictions aud fo forth to 
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every one, as reſtrictedly to the condition of his right, as to its 
reſpective hounds either of which, if the owner shculd hap- 
to tranſgreſſe, his dominion would bein fo far, reput, an 
nſignificant plea ſo that this maritime dominion, not being of 
the nature of terrene ptopriety, of it ſelf abſolute, unto all in- 


rents,. (unleſſe diminished by law or the owners conceſſion) but 


meerly, a certain priviledge, or ſervitude, eſtablished by con- 
ſent, inthat which of it ſelf is, as the air, reſerved for common 
uſe, it's evident, that the conſent, and poſſeſſion, which con- 
ſtirur the right, doe in like manner define it's extent: And that 
upon —— of ſome particularities conceded, to arrogat an 
unlimited ſoveralgnity, would, both in reaſon, and in the e- 
vent, — an inſupportable uſurpation. Hence it is, that for 
all England's glorieing, in this, our dignity, and for all the pow- 


er, (where with no doubt, we both did acquire, and doe con- 


tinue it) yet, it hath not to this day, been further recognoſced, 
even in the Channel, (it's principal ſeat and ſubject, and where 
it hath alwayes affected it s maine Parad: ſor as to the other brit - 
tish ſeas, which are onely, the neereſt circumambient parts of 
the wide Ocean, the Law of nations doth onely attribut to Eng- 
land its common priviledge) then by the bare ceremony of the 
firſt ſalute ; neither in the laſt Treaty, wherein the King of Eng- 
land was greatly concerned, and no leſſe ſolicitous to cleare this 
title, was there any thing elſe agreed unto, as I have already 
marked; and without all peradventure , if his Majeſty in the con- 
ceit of his dominion , should once offer to exert it, though bur 
in very ordinary effects, ſuch as the afuming of juriſdiction, or 
impoſing ot tribute, whereof the Sound and Adriatick do exhi- 
bircleare precedents ; he would ſoone be made to underſtand bis 
error, notonely by the reclaming diſſent , but alſo, by the vi- 
gourous oppoſition of all his neighbours: 1 might inſiſt to diſ- 
prove this pretenſe of an indefinit dominion , fromthe far more 
rational judgement, of the ancient Romans, who not only reck- 
ongdthe ſea with the air, Inter e que ſunt nu lllus ; but, though 


by reaſon of the encircling of their yaſt Empire,they might have 


2 acclaim- 
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acclaimed, even the wholeMediterraneanSea,jure diverticult,& in 


many parts thereof, had indeed ſeveral powers, and — 


yet, were they ſo far from captating this vaine and groundleſſe 
title, that one of the greateſt Emperours, begins areſcript , with 
relation to this ſame fubject, in theſe words, Ege quidem munai do- 


miau, lex vero mari: thereby manifeſtly holding forth, that, 


as he judged it incapable of dominion, ſo it's unſtable. nature, 


.and common deſtination , could only be regulac , as to humane 


concernes, in ſo far, as Law, and conſequently, condition or 


conſent, did determine: from all which, I conclude, that as the 


Dutch, doe fully ſatiſñe, all that in juſtice, the King of England 
can demand, by their offering to ſtrike, conforme to the laſt 
Freatie, and have good reaſon to repugne, eitherto his indefi- 
nit ſoveraignity, or any further preheminence, for which no- 
thing anterior to the ſaid laſt Treaty, can in reaſon be obtruded; 
ſo, his preſſing them further, in this affair, is, both captious, 
andunjuſt, and he might upon as good grounds, refuſe them the 
liberty, ofafree paſſage in the channel, as exſpect of them a 


conſent, to adominion, which if not cautioned , by a particu- 


lar explication, might aſſuredly be thereto extended. 
The ſecond ground of offence mentioned. is, that of the ſcan- 
dalous pictures and pamphlets: but as every ſober-perſon , may 


juſtly apprehend, that, that prudence. which often adviſeth a 


conni vent diſſembling, of things of this nature, at home, will 
far more reſtraine, any ſuch contentious inquiries, as may ad- 
vance unto a challenge abroad; ſo, in caſe it should here prove 
too feeble, for the provocation pretended, it is evident, that 
only ſuch of thoſe pictures, and pamphlets, as are indeed inju- 
rioufly reproachful , and are licenſed, or openly countenanced 
by the dtats, their authority, can warrant the King of England's 
charge; by which rule if any man pleaſe to examine, the above 
mentioned condeſcendence , he muſt of neceſlity reſt ſatiſſied, 
that on the one hand, the picture dedicat to De Witt, being 
onelya true, and honourable repreſentation, rej ges, contai- 
ning nothing more, then the moſt ordinary, and eaſie — 
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73 
and encouragement of heroick atcheivements, and conſequently 
free of all shaddow of reproach, and on the other hand, that 

icture of his Maj. with his paramours, being at moſt (if any 
fuchthing was at all) a wanton privateer timeoufly enough ſup- 
preſſed „when noticed, and ſo not chargeable upon authori- 
ty, until once queſtioned , do no way es amount to a ſuffi- 
cient verification; whether there be any other pictures. or 
what there may be in thoſe pamphlers, | muft confeſſe, that for 
my. own part, all the matter of this Article doth appeare to 
me ſo light, and ſlender, that my curioſity hath not hitherto: 
been tempred. to an inquiry: Thisonely | am aſſured of. that 
if injuries of this kinde may be compenſat, by a-counter-charge.,. 
the Dutch-may quickly ballance this account, the English Jie 
dain of the Dutch is an infinit theme: Ir's tcue, either its ex · 
ceſſe, or ſome other cauſe, hath hindered ir, to shew it ſelf, in 
the ingenuouſneſſe of pictures, and the like phanfies but he 
who- judgeth this, to be a want, may eaſily finde it ſupplied 
by ane immenſe overplus of pride, and centumelie, in their diſ- 
courſes, and deſcriptions of that People, both old and late: 
One thing l may further adde upon this ſubject, that for that pic» 
ture inſtanced of the King of England, and the Ladies, even inte- 
reſt and policy ſeeme to abſolve the Eſtats of any advice to the 
Painter, or other acceſſion unto it. 

The z. ground of provocation, intimat by the King of Englands 
haſt letter to the Eſtats, is, That his Majeſty thinks himſelf net 
bound to ſuffer the Dutch, to do what injuries they pleaſe to 
their Neighbours, in matter of trade, which if we conſider, with 
a reſped᷑ to the King's acknowledgement, ofthe Triple Alliance, 
and with this onely import, as if he did not judge himſelf thereby 
bound, to concurre with, and aſſiſt the Dutch, in their injuſtice, is 
no doubt fair & righteous, & when made out, cannot but excuſe 
him, to abandon the Dutch, in any ſuch unequal controverſy, 
they may fall into with the French, or any other; Although, 
whether it may, in like manner, warrant him, to paſſe froma 


neutrality, and take part with their adyerſaries, when there 
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appeares no ingagement of his own proper intereſt , may till 
remaine a queſtion: Bur ſeing the circumſtances, and whole 


ſtraine of that letter, togither with it's coincidence with the King 


of France, his complaint of the Dutch innovations, doe viſi- 
bly hold forth, a quit other tendency, in the expreſſion, and 
in plain English, that his Majeſty preſuming upon his Sove- 
raignity of the ſeas , or ſome other ground, known to him» 
felt, would have the Dutch to ſubmit to his arbitration, 
upon whatſoever difference, the French may alledge: ſuch 
an officious interpoſing , without ſo much as the pretext, 
either of a ſolid title, or real occaſion , is palpably void of 
all colour of right; ſo, that in effect, the challenge here couch- 
ed, in place of a declaration of a juſt offence, doth only ex- 
hibit, to the conſtruction of ingenuitie, his Majeſties compliance, 
with the French reſentments, and his reſolution, to ſecond theit 
armes juſt or injuſt, and procure their ſatisfaction: As to the 
innovations, or injuries in trade, generally hinted at, when 
their Majeſties, are both ſo reſerved, who can be expreſſe? 
The increaſe ofthe Dutch in this matter, is indeed very extras» 
ordinary, both to the prejudice and envie of all their neighbours z 
but, ſeing it is ſo aſſured , that all the Dutch their advantages 
in trade, are the Pure effeds, of their own greater induſtry, 
and ſobrietie , that neither of the Kings have as yet. thought 
it fir to acquaint the world, with the particulars of their com- 
plaint, it is cleare that theſe murmurings, ſo like to the repine - 
ings of proſuſe debauches, equally coveting and lazie, to 
the proportion of their immenſe riot, againſt men of vertue, and 
diligence, can never amount to a juſtifiable quarrel: I know. 
injuries in the remote parts of Africk and Aſia, have been diſ- 
coutſed of, and in ſpecial , that the Dutch doe there, either 
ſecretly inſtigat, or by compact, oblige the natives, to ex- 
cludeall others, and principally the English , from commerce in 
their bounds, (and this was alſo the great pretext ofthe laſt war) 
but, whither this be only an invention, ſimulating ro come from 
far, the better to cover it's groundleſſe contriveance at home, 


or, 
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Ballante. 15 
or, that the Dutch by a more happy, and dexterous addreſſe, 
in theſe many lawful way es, and methods, that may be practiſ- 
ed, doe indeed prevail, and carry the affection and trade of 
theſe countreys, to the neglect and dammage of other adventur- 
ers, am not inquiſitive? Onely , as there hath not hitherto been 
given, any ſatiſſieing information, in matter of fact; ſo, lam 
very confident, that if artifice , and coverouſneſſe, were ſuffici- 
ent, to compaſle ſuch a priviledge, neither English nor French, 
intheſe parts, had been at this day, short of thoſe, at whom 
they thus unreaſonably grudge : I need not here much notice, 
the grievance talked of, by ſome, againſt the Dutch, ſor their 
exceſſive tranſportation of Gold and Silver, to the Eaſt Indies: 
that the thing is an abuſe in it ſelf, draining Europe, of it's beſt 
ſubſtance, to the languishing of trade, and Arts, and the occa- 
ſion ing of many miſeries, and that in fuch ameaſure ,as even the 
treaſures of America, which Europe hath lately devoured; are 
not to be known, but, it's leanneſſe rather greater, then be- 
fore, and for no better teturne, then that, of ipiceries, drugges 
and othetthe like ſuperſſuities, is, too too viſible; neither can 
ir be denied, chat the Dutch, their Eaſt ndie Company, who ſuck 
ont much of the ſubſtanee of i urope , as the Enalish their Com- 
pany doth impoverish all England , are, deepeſt in the trauſgrei- 
Now, but, feing y beſide what may be alledged, fromthe abſo- 
lite power, and liberty, competent to every prince or States, 
in theſe matters, the reſtraining of rhis evil , is ſo far from being 
rhe greopnd of the eonttbverſie / that on the contrair ,: the con- 
reft.; is much animat, by che envle at, and deſire of the ſame 
pernicious profit, it is evident, chat che Kingef England's plea 
is nothing thereby bettered. | b 
{ * Having thus weighed and rejected the King of Englands pro- 
PET Pen , Fam forry'; that ſuch a foul conoluſicn, doth fo 
vc) arr es That, ha Majeſttns preſent conturrence with the 
euch, ay ainſt the Dwith , d, notonely a manifeſt pariaking with than, 
| tuthety tnjaſfitt, and violence), bat accompanied, with ſach; ci cm- 
aii, us dhe rrnurr the acceſſory, an hundred fold more. guiliy then the 
13 princ i- 
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pall : which that] may more diſtinctly explicat , I shall breifly 
reduce , what remains, tothe heads propoſed, viz. That this 
aſſiſtance ,. of the King of tngland,is aggravat on his part, from 
no leſſe oppoſition, then that of religion , faith, honour, andin> 
tereſt : the deareſt and higheſt of all concernes. 

And firſt for Religion, it is evident, that it's diſſwaſion, can- 
not be called in queſtion, by any, who doe not doubt his Majeſ- 
tie to be a Proteſtaat; for, ſeing the truth and ꝓroteſtant 
cauſe, are unavoidably rhreatened , by the French ſucceſſe, 
what rational man can think, that a proteſtant Prince should 
ſecond them, in the interpriſe? And really, the connexion 


of theſe things, is ſo obvious, that, it cannot but be grievous! 


to all his Majeſties wel wishers, to heare , and underſtand , 
how, that his preſent proceedings, haveſomuch every where 

broughrhis afQion to this intereſt, under debate: I need not 
here mention, the ſpecious title, that he aſſumes, of defen- 
der of the faithit's engagements , hitherto, have proved ſo inſig- 
nificant, tharſuch as before did heſitat, doe now begin to ſay 
openly, that his reſentment ofgratitude,toward the ſea of Rome, 
that conferred it. do in effect ſeem to preponderat all it's reall 
import, and that Henry the eighth his ſcribling'againſt Luther, 
which-procured him from the Pope this title of the faith 's defen- 
der, was not in any proportion, that way ſo conſiderable, as 
Charles the ſecond his preſent arming againſt the Dutch, may 
very juſtly entitle him, with all true proteſtants, to be the faigh's 
betrayer: whether he will hold on the paralel, and 179 
all appearances and their feates, as the ſame Henry did the Pope 
his — the event will reſtify , and that he may, is my hear- 
ty deſire? | 

The next head that prohibits this apprehended aſſiſtance, is, 
that of feith, and in this togither with the more common aſſu- 
rances of humanity, Chriſtianity , and proteſtaniſme , doe con- 
ſpire the ſpecial engagements, both of the late Treaty, and ITti- 
ple Alliance, whereby, the King of England, and the eſtats, 
arcexpreſſely bound to keep true, firme, and inviolable peace, 
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and teeret and ſtrictet Alliance, and union, from that day fort: 
ward, &c. All which, if he should now breake, ſtrangers 
may indeed exceedingly wonder : I ſay ſtrangers , for as for 
Us, bis fubjects, ſad experience. harh aboundantly inſtruct- 
ed us that our part in this matter, is, to wish, that where 
neither xeligioh nor faith have availed, yet at leaſt common 

deſty , and good fame may be prevalent. 

The third 'difſwaſtve that offers, againſt this concurrence, is 
honour : And certainly, where religion and faith doe claime 
ſo great a patt, honour cannot but have a very latge share; bur 
becauſe theſe ſuccumbeing, no doubt their concomitant will 
evanish, as a shaddow, it doth therefore preſent; upon a diſtinct 
ground, and pleads from irs own peculiar merit. That the Eng- 
lish Nation ſometimes maſters, and ever equal to the F e 
should not now, be degraded unto a baſe and mercenary ſubſer- 
viency, it vvould be of moment, vyith a generous perſon, to ſuſ- 
pend, even ateal, let be, agroundleſſe provecation, rather 
en to reſent it, ſnakeingly , againſt his partie, under a- 
nother's diſadvantage; but, neither can policy be ee 
rules, nor doth the preſent caſe ſtand upon ſuch a punCtilior Our 
ſubſtance and power, with the noble aſcendent, that the genius of 
this nation, hath alwayes had , over that of the French, doupon 
more ſolid grounds, equally diſdaine, both theSwitzers ſeryice,& 
Munſters hire, and that t e King of England, should become a 
Penſionary ef the French King, is a novelty, that hath hitherto 
had no precedent: Bur it may be ſaid, that however we may thus 
ealculat;on the one ſide;yer on the other, it we remember the buſ- 
ſineſſe of Chatram, and the Dutch their late exaltation, theſe can- 
not but chock every true English heart, and to ſuch at leaſt, as 
are tenderly ſenſible of this delicat point of honour, excuſe us, to 
embrace any occaſion, hereby we may ſooneſt, and beſt, retrive 
that of our nation, unto its former ſplendor: l graunt indeed, that, 
that affair of (battam, was a high affront, turning in effect Eng- 

land's glory, & the worlds terror. unto the contempt & ſcorne f 
a feeblẽ delence, and in dur eſtimation, delivering, what was 
C a3 
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be Exel 
as Neptun: throne, tobe ed in Triumph, by poordiftre- 
ed fishers; ſo, as ] ſuppoſe , that it may be truly —— 
faireſt account of his Majeſties diſpleaſure, that bis reſentment 
of the Chettew-Atracque, is at theroot of all: Which as on the 
one hand, it hath been notably improved by the french careſſes, 
here with it is known , that hey baye . both his Majeſty, 
and his fayourits, at all points; ſo, in all probability, theeavy 
of the Dutch proſperity , the irrication of Vas gien: ges · y, and 
the opportunity of the French invaſion, with the temptation of 
their money. have heightened all ather grounds of miſunder- 
ftanding, and advanced the indignation untothis preſent menac- 
ing poſture; And thus I co e things ma ſtand, on the King 
of England's part: ut, ſeing the ſurpriſe of Chattam, was on 
the Dutch their part, a fair act of haſtility, rather advanced, 
then obſcured, by the Treaty, begun with the warning of an 
expreſſe proviſo, of no ceſſation, it cannot but be graunted, 
that all theſe circumſtances of bis Majeſties diſgrace , did onely 
3 accumulate, 5 2 * a9 honaur 21 fo , that 
now, the thing is voided by an enſueing peace, and fo 

after. to meditat — revenge of that , which we had —— = 
providence, nor courage, in it's ſeaſon to have prevented, not 
pethaps durſt yet notice, if the conjunction of rhe French, did 
not thereto prompt; beſids it's injuſtice , is an importencys 
mere shameful. then the cauſe that provocks it: nay when I re- 
flect upon the Dutch, their then ſueceſſe, togither with that 
puſillanimitie, and diſtreſſe, that appeared in ont court, and 


that confuſion and conſternation . which at that time, did ſeiſe 


not onely London, but the whole nation, and withal conſider, 
how little the Dutch did preſſe theſe advantages, either by an ir- 
ruption into that feareful breach, continuance of the war, or 
she wing themſelves more uneaſie, in the dependent Treaty, l 
cannot but judge, that the Dutch their ſo ſingular moderation, 
and diſpoſition to peace, when England was in its loweſt State, 
ought to be a moſt powerful mitigation, and utterly to efface all 
rancour againſt a people as generous in their carriage, and 2 
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deſcenfions , as yalarous in theirarcheivements: as for the iy 

iven bythe Dutch Vice-Admiral and Fleet to a pitieſul pleaſure- 
at, it is allready examined. 

The fourth and laft head, thatoppoſeth the King of England's 
reſolacion ; agalnſt the Dutch, is, that of /mereſt: and this in- 
deed is ſo much the more to be pondered , that not onely for the 
moſt part, it har the greateſt ſway in humane affairs, but in this 
| buſfineſſeis in effe&, the cheife inducement, where. 
with many of this nation flatter themſelves, and would delude 
others; for, ſeing, that the Dutch, are the only people, who 
can compet with the English in naval forces, and that of late, 
they have ina manner rendred themſelves Maſters , of the whole 
trade ofthe world, tothe prejudice of England, and all others, 
and theteby doe alone hold the ballance, againſt us; it, muſt of 
neceſſity be graunted, that the dominion will prove England's 
exaltation: and as to the feare of too — rance's 
naval ſtrength (for as to their power by land, while Eng - 
land retains the command ofthe ſeas, it is not to be reguarded) ic 
is aboundantly excluded, both by the aſſurance we have, of the 
Dutch their readineſſe to accept of peace, at our pleaſure, and of 
the French their remedileſſe want of ſeamen, and their nurſeries, 
where with England is ſo richly ſtored : But, though this reaſon- 
ing, doth appeare plauſible, yet, how quickly is it dashed, 
by this one short, and obvious ſuppoſition, what if the English 

be beaten? Which as the righteouſneſſe, and omnipo- 
tent power of the great God, the Lord of Hoſts, the injuſfice 
ofdor cauſe, and the dreadful wickedneſſe ofthe land, the judge · 
ments of plague; ſwotd, fire, and waſting conſumption, 
which wet 3 felt, without repentance, his Majeſties 
Motto ler 23. 30. Which hitherto bath not failed, and the in- 
Jury offered wito the Dutch, with their inclination to peace, 
and forced neceſſity to war, doe render many degrees more pro- 
bable; ſd I am ſure, that the known diſtractions, and greivanc- 
es of che flation, oppreſſed, by both court and Parliament F 
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| perverting right, and ſtarving trade, hy the ſtopofthe exchec- 
10 quer, and trampling, upon the nations honour and intereſt, by * 
| [i that baſe and dang ſupply from France, doe thence por- 
10 tend moſt ſad and funeſtconſeguences , and theſe, ſo much the 

| more aſſured , and terrible, rhat mT, ſeem infallibly ro de- 

pend, not onthe diſaſterous ſueceſſe of a long war, but on the 
Wl! very ſimple miſcarriage of thefirſt rancountre , and if thereby © 
All the flatteries of our vaine hopes, be not infinitly — f 
1 lanced, let all ſober men judge. not alwayes to ominat the i 
11 worlt, admit we doe overcome at firſt, doth not our late expe. ; 
0 rience, ſufficiently teach us, that we by our courage, may 
1 gaine fights, and yet by reaſon of want of ſtock, loſe and be in- 
ö feriour in the war: Next, when we are ſuperior in the war, where 
Kare our ſolid advantages, and who can finde out, and eſtablish 
11000 that midds, whereby, neither the French on the one hand, shall 
1 reap too gteat benefit, by the Dutch their ruine, and ſo be ren. 
dereda more powerful competitor ; nor the Dutch, on the o- 
ther, recover all their former habirudes , and ſucceſſe in trade; 
ſeing in effect , both their preſent increaſe, and our decay , 
are from cauſes altogither inward, as we may heare? Thirdly, 
doe we willfully shut our eyes; and will we not underſtand , that © 
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the French, firſt with the Dutch, and now with ns, will againe 
| rack abouttothe Dutch, incaſe , thatwe do pralle And this 
[Hil leads me to wonder, at the emprineſſe and inſignificancy of t 
\/, conſideration, oppor to the juſi feares of the French t 1 
10 ing greatneſſe: il the late extraordinary beginnings of their ſea 
gil forces, do not convincingly aſſure, a pale dy ice x yer, their 
Kings firſt joining with the Dutch, to quash and weaken the En 


lish , and now turning to the English, to ſuppteſſe the Dutch, 
may palpably diſcover his deſigne, either to be himſelf Maſter 
of both or at leaſt , to ſuffer neither of them, to overtop him: 
Now as to the nurſeries we boaſt of, the Thames, * 
ou | Py 
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de el the Channel, New:Caſtle trade, and forraighe 
plagtations. are no doubt brave conyeniencies;and yet a man may 

well think; that the French, cheir many ſea ports, and river 
eat trade, and alſo plantations , with their monęy that an- 


Vers all things, may in hort time, become more then equal. 


| While Spain bad 


the aſcendent, the maxime for the English and 


Dutch, W, in the embleme of two bottles, ſwimming 772 
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ther, with their motto: 4 conculimur, frangimur: that ir shoule 

antiquat, upon the French their far more formidable prevalen · 
cy , I wish the event do not too late diſcover the error: O how 
happy might the English be, if but wiſe , to advert, how that 
their rere of trade, ſtrength and riches, could not poſ- 
ſibly miſſe, by a far more eaſie ex e that in brief (for l 


may not enlarge) conſiſting. in the {imple reforme of three things, 


vix. ſicſt, of out exceſſe, in reſpect of the Dutch 71 who by 


their ſobriety and hard fare. both by ſea and land do evidently fa- 
cilitat both manufacture, and tranſport, to the underſelling of all 
others, and the great advancement of their gaine. Of the luxury of 
our Court vvhereby thouſands, ſpecialy of the youth are debauch- 
ed. from all vertue, and thoſe ſummes, vvhich might be a great 
acceſſion , to the trading ſtock of the nation, turned out of 
that channel, to the maintenance of prodigality , and that 
arly villanous traine,yyhereyvith they are attended: And, of 
our Church & Clergy . by vyboſe jealous perſecutions, irreligious 
negle@ of their office, & ſacrilegious conſumption of their bene- 
fices,and Church-livings, fo many ſober perſons, bave been, and 
ſtill are, ruined,or diſcoutaged, ſo much vice and idleneſſe conti- 
nually fomented, N oy atreaſure of money improfitabl 
imployed, and walled, d though the words of viflouearcall 


e yet, knowledge is onely eaſie to him that hath 
underſtanding: Tight here fucther adde p 


» how far more glo- 
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intenſe aſſection, of all his ſubjects, and the eſteem-and 
h6tiour_of all the reformed” nations, and Churches 3 bur 
more powerfully binde the Dutch, to all his reaſonable de- 
mands , to containe himſelf in and let his ſub» 


jets, ſo much the more plentifully gather it's ſweet fruits . | 


while others in their miſerable” contendings, doe neglect 
them: And laſtly, to hold the ballance, and in its ſeaſon abſo · 
lutely umpire it, amongſt all his neighbours, when wearied , 
and broken by wars, to the reſtoring of Peace, ſetling of right, 
and the high advancement of the intereſt of the English nation: 
But who is ſo blinde as he who will not ſee? His Majeſty is aban- 
doned to his humors, and the ſolidicy of the English nation, 
that hath ever had a very ſound diſcerning and noble miſreguard 


2 * * 


of the airieneſſe, & inſtability of the French. is. at preſent, expoſ- 


ed, by the cheat of their complements, to the worſt deſigne of 
their policy. The Dutch, to grarifie the King of England, have, of 
late, advanced the Prince of Orange, and he who queſtionerh 
the. ingrediency of this motive, I am ſure, may quickly be ſatiſ- 
fied, by an eaſie reflexion , upon the Late Prince his odd ex - 
travagancies, and what enſued; this Prince his relation to the 
King of England, with the influences, that thence may be fear- 
ed , and the tempting occaſion, that the continuance of ſuch 
a command, after the wars, may give z yet, is notthis like to 
e a diverſion: It is further cettain, that thegenerality 
of his Majeſties ſubjects, both from the conviction of the rea · 
ſons above] expoſed, the increaſe bf grievances, which the 
begin to feel, andthe viſible inſolency, whereunto are 


Popish , in our own bowels , are — 4 — 
doe, from their heart, equally deteſt the F junction, 
and diſlike this breach with the Dutch : Bur neither is this a 


more promiſing diſſwaſive, ſo that afterall the ſerutiny I have 


made, in this affair, 1 muſt profeſſe , that by ſuch à combina< - 


tion of moſt important, and evident diſſwaſives, my thoughts 
in the apprehenfions of this faral war, are quite run up to 
* tkis 


k 
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this one, for areſt; that the mag if it fall out „ is fromthe 
Lord, and what he hath determine 


Mibnce, 
4 


will quickly a e. 
- It remains now, for concluſion + that 1 at 4 the 


: duetie, to which all this diſcourſe hath ſo full and fair a tend · 


but if God in his boly providence shall | reve; him to 


ency , and that all the lovers of truth, his Majeſties-, and Eng: 
ans 4 wel- being, would be earneſt with God, to turn the 
King ſrom this evil courſe, and direct him, unto better coun» 
ſels, is, I am ſure a warrantable, ſeaſenable, and op part 


oceed, 
his Authority , cannot warrant our obedienge, unto ſuch a ſin- 
ful concurrence : I know, that of late, that Apoſtolick poſition, 
It is better to obey God iben man, hath been much decried, as fana - 
tick, and ſeditious, and that for me to inſiſt on ſuch an ex- 


nortation, would be derided , by many, as vain and ridicu- 
lous canting - but, however men receive it, lam ſure with 
the Apoſtle Paul, that the judgment of God, is according to 
truth, againſt them which commit ſuch things, to render tri- 
bulation —— „ unto every ſoul of man that doeth evil, 


to the ſubject 


f — yet to be determined; Ephraim but walked — 1 


el as unto the Prince, and that with God there 
is no pr reg of perſons : neither is the inſufficiency of this 
the authority of Princes, in oppoſition to the Law 


ly alter the commandment , yet was he therefore - 
and broken in judgement. The time was, in England, when men, 
rather then to betray their civil liberty, co the will ofarbitrarie 
orders, did cbuſe to ſuffet the impriſoament of their perſons, 
and ruine of their wholeeſtars, when, they might have redeem- 


| edboth; by a very ſmall voluntary payment: shall we then 
now, ſo far degenerat, as not only to give our moneyes, and 
e ſtats, but ſurrender, and ſacrifice our blood, lives, and ſouls 


to the carry ing on af an unjuſt war, againſt both religion, and 
Agbtegufdclfe > God forbid: Now it ic be asked, what then 


Should. we do? I amno furious ſanatick, my anſwer is plain 
and ſaſe, onely fin not, by any direct acceſſion to this unrigh- 


teous 


2 
* — 

. 
* 


iſ 
1 


l 

ous war, and if ye therefore he put to ſuffer; te member, that; 
bleſſed are they who are perſeented for righteouſueſſe ſake, for thei#'s # the 
King dome of beaven, and be i ale falhfal who will not ſufftr us tobe temp- 
ted, above what we arcable: But if men ſay, but we will o- 


— 


| men ſay, tay, 
bey our Prince, be avenged upaß thelt Mielkes recover our 


honbur, and reſtore our trade; ler them bedoing , and be ſtrong 
for the barrel, God may make them fall before the enemie , for 
be hath power to = the injured, and to caſt downethe proud: 
Onee more, therefore, be warned, and remember, and feare, 
left {12/40 doe withyal, ye be conſumedhoth s and your King. 


— „ 
* " 


POSTSCRIPT. 


"A frer] had digeſted the foregoing diſcourſe, 1 confeſſe tie 
evidentimprobability , of the —— England's grounds, 
did make me ſubſiſt in the conviction, that, either | had ſuper- 
fluouſly laboured, to prevent avaine feare, or at leaſt, might 
expect, ſome far more weighty reaſons, then any | have men- 
tioned; but behold, a new ſurpriſal both to me, and allehat 
heare of it. I he Duteh menaced by the French Kings power, 
and forces, ate not only willing to comply with all reaſon, for 
the eſtablis bing of a good underſtanding with the King of Eng. * 
land ; and the obtaining of his fayour; but, by a new Embafffe 
and very obliging propoſals, are courting him, if he cannot 
keep faith, and the late Alliance, at leaſt, to the ſafe and ad- 
vantagious part, of a fair neutrality; when on a ſudden, bis 
men of war, are ſent out, and in open hoſtility ; ſer upon the 
Dutch merchants , returning thorow the Channel, looking for 
no ſuch thing, but on the contrair , wholly- amazed at the ran- 
countre, andthete ſink, and take what they are able: Now, 
when, or where was ever the like heard? That the King of Eng- 


lan 


* 
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land, a King, and agreat King, a man in appearance, and a 
Chriſtian by title, and a proteſtant by profeſſion, should not 
only, contrair to all the manifeſt reaſons above adduced, com- 
bine to aſſiſt the French, and Popish armes, againſt an oppreſſed 
proteſtant State, deſirous of nothing more then Peace, and quiet; 
but become himſelf thefirſt invader, and that in plaine piratick 
violence, withoutany preceeding denunciation of war. 

shall not now repeat any thing that | have ſaid, nor in effect 
add much, in a matter fo palpable to the meaneſtdiſcerning, it 
is certainly a matter of fad regrat, toſee both our Court thus 
wheedled by French illufions, and againe the nation forced, 
and driven, by the Courts influences, to become the principal 
party, in a war, wherein, their aſſiſtance was more then was 
expected, and hounded out, to the firſt attacque; whereas their 
inftigators reſolutioas , were not published : If ordinary reaſon 
did not ſuffice, to governe our paſſion, yet a man may well think, 
that at leaſt our experience, and knowledge of the French their 
politick and ſafe procedoure, in their laſt aſſiſtance promiſed to 
the Dutch, might have reſtrained this precipitation, which k 
am ſure, is ſoabſurd, and ridiculous; that if the French should 
alſo hover (though that is not now to be ſuppoſed) and ſuſpend 
for this yeer their invaſion, in the pleaſant obſervation, of the 
happy ſucceſſe of their deſignes, in the mutual contentions, 
and ruines of the two nations, in whoſe overthrow, they muſt 
apprehend their advantage to ly; Nay, in the end, Should lend 
their hand, to ſetup the Dutch (if brought under) for continu- 


ing the war, it would undoubtedly prove, as much the ir advan- 


tage as recreation. But ſuppoſe we would on any termes fight the 
Dutch, are we indeed ſo blind with rage, as to have omitted the 

remiſing ofa publick declaration, which in ſuch a caſe, the 
— 1 — cuſtome of all nations, and ages, doth manifeſtly re- 


| quire? or if the equity of this promulgation , founded in that 


cleare rule, m prin experirt quam armu ſapientem decet: And con- 
firmed , both by reaſon, and the Law of God, Deut: 20. 10, 
could not move, yet, should not the poſitive neceſſity of this 

D for- 


; Ewe 
ſotmality, as to the honour and eſſects, at lea, of a ſolemne 
vwar, and for hinderiag the Soveraigne ofthe ſeas from becoming 
the Archeſt of pyrats, have prevailed upon us? | graunt, it had 
been a diſficult task, to have ſaid any thing handſomely , let be 
reaſonably , on ſuch a ſubject; and yet, on the other part, l 
am confident , that if fome remains of natural sbame, had not 
oppoſed an expreſſe conſeſſion of our folly, and vvickedneſſe, 
vve vvould rather have ventured upon the yyorlds lighter cen- 
ſure, then incurred their detaſting horrour. 

But yvby do I inlarge > Or vyhat do lexſpec by reafoning ? 
Nay, quid ved fareniem, Cc. That the Dutch their ſmall loſe, 
through this treachery, is infiairly compenſed, by the gaine it 
brings, ofall other nations favour, and an acceſſonof as much 
mare c e in God, and firme caurage, as the King of Eng · 
land hath added of dishonour to his violence, is too too evident: 
How much more it may excit my countrey men to the ducties, 
whereuntol have exhorted, l leave it to the perſwaſioa of the 
thing it ſelf, which needeth no words either to illuſttat, os en · 
ſorce it. Ambraſe tells us af the primitive times, Julian lmpers- 
tor < Apoſiats , babuit ſub [a (briftioner miliies, quibus cam dicobet, gro- 
ducite acham pro dafen;cauc RI pu, obedicbani; cum anten eh dicenct 
preducite arm, tn (iH, uns aguafecebant lader Colt: 
Which paſſage , doth kere fo exactly quadrat, as 1 am aſſured , 
that one, who reveres the ſame great God, muſt acknow- 
ledge its force. But our God is inthe heaven, he will do whatſo» : 


ever he pleaſeth. 
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Moe particular Reviews of his Majeſties Derlara- 
tions for bis War auth the Dutch, awd In- 
dulgence 10 Tender Conſciences. 


Bſerving in the Poſtſcript to my former, that the King of 

England had taken up armes, | thought, that there 1 had alſo 
laid down my pen; but ſince it hath at length, pleaſed his Ma- 
jeſty to appeare in print, in a Declaratiem of war, againſtrhe 
Stats General, & c. and likewiſe in an other of indelgence to all 
his loving ſubjects; their relation to my former diſcourſe, hath 
likewiſe inclined me, to a ſummar reviewe of both + And be- 
cauſe the wat is now certain and formed, I ſuppoſe it may con- 
duce, toa more ſatisfying underſtanding of the whole, that by 
way — preface I briefly reſume it's progteſſe, unto the preſent 

ri 


T here are not yet many moneths paſt, ſince the Dutch, of a 
long time threatned by the French King, his — , and 
approaches, did ſolicite the King of England to their aid con- 
forme to their Alliance, which though by teaſon of former re- 
ſentments, and late diſpleaſures, was indeed hopeleſſe yet, 
moſt men thought, that the ſingular benefit of peace, in the midſt 
of our neighbours wars, the greater likelyhood of the Dutch 
their condeſcendence, and ſubmiſſion , inthe hope of reliete , 
then in deſperat hoſtilitie, with the aſſured ſatisfactios, either 
of an eaſie reyenge, upon the Dutch, continueity refractory , 
by the hand of the French, or of the advantageous glory of um- 
pireing ir betwixt both, would undoubtedly determin us, to ſab- 

i, in an arrentive, and well prepared nentralify 3 bur the 
French cheir addteſſe, and advance, prevailing upon our * 
D 2 nt 
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ſtant paſſions , and debauched penury we proceed, notwith- 
ſtanding of the Genius, inclination , and intereſt of the na- 
tion, and the diſſvvaſion both of reaſon and religion, to Bal. 
lance to the French aſſiſtance; vvhich vvas the occaſion of 
my firſt diſcourſe: And neither in this shevving more fixed. 
neſſe, the precipitancy of error and fury ſtill driveing, vve on 
a ſudden, in the very time, that the Dutch had ſent an extra- 
ordinary Ambaſſadour to propoſe their utmoſt condeſcenſions, 
for appeaſing us, vvithout any promulgation of vyar, fall upon 
the Merchant ships, returning. & ſtriking to us, in the Channel, 
deſtroying and taking all we could, as | have remarked in my 
foregoing Poſtſcript , and thereafter we emitt the declaration 
ef war which cometh now to be examined: Wherein /ſuppreſ- 
ſing the Date, as being ashamed to confeſſe our anterior piratick 
—— his Majeſty, beginning with the atteſtation, of his 
own zeal ,for the quiet of Chriſtendome , bopeth, that the world 
will belesve, that it inevitable neceſſity, forceth him to Armes: | Shall, 
not queſtion the truth of his Majeſties confidence, in this inſi- 
nuation; though | heartily wish. that he could have appealed 
ro ſome more known, and credible proof: He tells us indeed, 
that after his reſtauration: (which was in the yeer 1.660) ht firft work 
was to eflabliſh Peace with hi neighbours, and to conclude a ſirif league 
with the Duich: But as this was at beſt, nothing more then a con- 
venient formality, in ſuch ane exigent; ſo, we know too well 
the horrible ſubverſions, and perſecutions, wherein, contrair 
to his ſolemne Oaths , and promiſes , both old and late, he was 
at that time exerciſed in, at home, to conclude from this his 
short and neceſſary abſtaining from forraigne diſturbances, that 
reguard which he pretends for Chriſtendomes quiet. As for his 
ſudden rupture with the Dutch, in the yeer. 1665, he foreſeerh 
the objection, and would lay it upon the Parliament, moved 
thereto,by the Dutch their injuries, and oppreſſions,and juſtifietk 
it, by his preceeding endeayours, ofareaſonable accommeda- 
tion; But will the world receive this naked affirmation, when 
as it neither then had, nor is it ever like to kave, a diſtinct, — 
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be aſatisfying account , of that matter? And even England is 
convinced, that nothing ſave a maligne envy, influenced, by 
the ſini ſtruous deſignes, of a corrupt Miniſter, and a vaine royal 


Company, did pouſſe us on, to that extravagance, and with 
what tenderneſſe of Chriſtendom's peace, we in the proſecution 


thereof, hired the Bishop of Munſter, to a land invaſion; need- 
eth not my pen to make it be remembred: As for the shameful,and. 
diſaſtruous event of that war, | should not have mentioned it, the 
Dutch their braving it, upon our coaſts, in the end of the yeer 


' 1665 routing our whole fleet. in 66, ſole Maſters of the ſea, in- 


f 
} 
: 


feſtingour ports (to the very beſeiging of the nation)firing there- 


* inourbeſtships, and leading our Charles in triumph, in the 67, 


ate things too ſad , and recent, for a true English man, to think 


on, withoutconfuſion and — 7 But ſeing his Majeſty is 


pleaſed, to ſay, that bs victories, and the Duich los, were memo- 
rable enough , io put them in miad of being more faithful; | cannot but 


; regrat , that the nations, from ſuch a reference, should have 


ſuch ampleground, both to condemne us, upon our owne alle» 
gations, aud flout us, tor our vaineeffrontry : But to let paſſe 


| this pitiful tranſition , we are in the next place told, that the 


laſt Peace was no ſooner made , but the T utch returned to their uſe 
of breaking Articles and ſupplaniins our trade: As for inſtance 
foreſooth , the Stats were Tarticularly engag'd , by an cAnicls 


| of the Treaty at Breda, to fend Commiſſioners io London for regulating 


' of the Eaſt. Indie trade; Butthey were ſo far fromit , that on the con- 
irary » our Ambaſſadours were by them ſlighted, and no forebearance of 


farmer wrongs obtained. A man might have thought, that ſucks 
ane open challenge of perfidy , and fraud , would certainly: 
be followed , by a weighty and liquid condeſcendence, and 
that in place of the accidental miſgive of a meeting, not pe- 
remptorily appointed, inſtance might at leſt have been made, 
in ſome on or other, of thoſe wrongs complained of, ſpe- 


| cially, ſeing, that his Majeſty, in the buſſineſſe of Szrenams. 
is very poſitive, and in another leſſe material particular, even 
to the noticing of pictures and meddals: But the truth is. 


these 


The — 77, 


there ate no wrongs , that wecould alledge ; all our old preten · 
ſions , though in this declaration, ſevetal times remembred, 
were buried in oblivion by an expreſſe article of the laſt Treatie; 
and fince that time, none have occurred: Beſids, it is ſo notour, 
that all the Dutch their advantages, in point oftrade, which we 
terme wrongs , do proceed directly, on their part, from their 
ſobriety, and induſtry , and on England's part, from our idle - 
neſſe, and Luxury , that men should be ashamed , by ſuch 
groundleſſe accuſations , to diſcover their invidious murmu- 
rings: Whatfurther remains here, in matter of fact, the Stats 
will , no doubt, fully cleare it: One thing | may adde, that, as 
the Printed Articles ceferred unto, do onely beate, that both 
parties were content, that Commiſſioners on both ſides, should 
meet, as ſoon, as might be, aſter the peace, for the regula - 
ting of commerce, and navigation, and do neithet mention 
London, for the place, nor the Eaſt · Indie trade, for the ſub. 
ject; ſo it may eaſily be ſuppoſed, that for any other appoint- 


either been alwayes, willing to keep, ox were at preſent, able 
to excuſe the delay, & ready to obſerve any new appointment, 
upon demand. From this his Maj. goes on, to accuſe them, of 
another breach, in the Weſt · Indies, about the reſtitution of 
Surexew; and truely, he is in this ſo expreſſe, and plaine, that 
as his paſſing from it, to more uncertain alleagances, and on 
theſe rather ſtating the preſent controverſie , gives me a shreud 
ſuſpicion; ſo , the buſſineſſe conſiſting moſtly in fact 1 intirel 
e it, to the Stats, theiranſwer: Who, lam ſure, wi 
thereto returne a direct, and undeniable contradiction. 

But is nowonder (ſaith his Maj.) that ibeꝝ venture at theſd ontrag en 
pos onr ſubjeftr, in remote parts when they dart be ſs bold, with ont ro yail 
perſon, ang the benour of thit nation , ſo neer ts ia ien own c 
(Boorish animals, in the conceit of their popular ſoveraignity , 
forgerriag the reſpect due to ſoveraignes!) and bert alauſl every- 
where ſatung forth abuſes piflarss , and hiffortcal m,, awed pille 
Same of which, have been oxpefhit, by command of the Nats hemfebver 


EVER 


ment, of this nature, that might have been made, the Stats have 
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e nhounewere antieawith them, tn conafel , for the ſuppere, of the 
Triple Alliance | have been already, ſo ſull upon this obj | 
that here | need add nothing; let che matter be thorrowly ſearch« 
ed, and lam perſvvaded it yvill be found far more diſgracefull, 
in this unvvorthy, and impotent reſerrment, then, in all the 
malice of ouradverſaries, & as this complexed quarrel, doth un- 
queſtionably refolve ir ſelf, either in the contemptible luxu. 
riancy, of petulant wits, which the Stats did never daigne to 


1 


' notice; or the warrantable commemoration, of haudible at- 


chivements, which they may very juſtly own; fo, certainly, 
the moſt noble redreſſefor the furure, were, manfully to remove 
the occaſion, or at leaſt deſpiſe the ſcorne, which our feminine 
weakneſſe, hicherro , hath ſo plentitully furniched : And 
hence is it. that, although his Majeſty doth judge, that this 
alone, were cauſe ſufficient of his diſpleaſure, — his ſubjects 
reſentment; yet, not being ignorant of the advantages given, 
and knowing well, that Englands glory, was of late, ſo highly 
advanced, under a ſober and ſolid government, (though both 
ufurped, and od ious) as that the atreratioas, which now expoſe 
us to contempt, cannot be made any juſt ground for engageing 
us, into this war, he doth ner reſt upon it but faith he) weare 
urged by necnor conſiderations, andthe ſaſety of owr trade , the preferva+ 
then of our ſubjeAs abroat, and the Hollander: dareing ta ent us al- 
mol within our ports, are ibe things which move our juſt indiynaiton, 
elt them: And as to the firſt two grounds, though. his Ma- 
jeſty doth adduce nothing, notbeſore anſwered, ro demurre my 
progreſſe; yet, when | conſider , the mortal Abra; of 
war to trade, and ſafety, the ſenſible grievance, and retardment 
that the former hath already fuffered, by the late ſtop, an tl e 
Exchecquer, oceaſioned by our preparations, and the many o- 
ther ens, loffes and diſtractions, wherewich, war is ne- 
ceſſarily attended; | cannot enough admire, by what artiſice, 
eur preſent methods, can promote our deſignes : | reguard not 
wltice, or injuſtice; ibeven by killing, wecould to pol. 
felle, it would in ſome » ſatisſie; Bur in thi _ 

the 


the French, ſo manifeſtly preſent, as l am forced to ſay, that 
unleſſe his Majeſty intend, as the plague doth, to encreaſe our 
trade, and riches, by diminishing the number of the proprie- 
tors, and minde our preſervation, by kideing us, in the grave, 
and dee pths, leſt we should live to ſee our ſelves miſerable, I 
ſee no other poſſible iſſue, of theſe his ſpecistis incitements : 
But, their dareing to effront his Maj. is, the thing, we can leaſt 
digeſt: The right of the flage, was one of the firſtprerogativer , of our 
Royal Aniceſtors, and ought tobe the laft , from which , this Kingdome , 
ſhould ever depart; It was never queſiioned, & it was expreſſely acknow- 
dedged, in the Treatie at Breda, and pet, this laſt ſummer , it was not 
onely violated, bythetr commands at ſea, and that violation afterward 
juſtified at the Hague, but it was alſo repreſented, by them, in moſt 
Courts , as ridiculens for us, io demand. Although, I have ſaid fo 
much already, on this ſubject , as is ſufficient, to ſree the Dutch 
from all breach of Treaty, and more then enough, to make it 
evident, to ſober impartiality , thattheoffence is rather fanſied, 
and imaginary , on the part of the complainer, then really gi- 
ven, by the party complained of; yet, ſince his Majeſty will needs 


neceſſitat to take up ballance again, and weigh the juſt import 


the Ballance of ſound reaſon, muſt be forced to ſay, that nothing 


weight of ſuch a war, was to be laid: If any judge — : 
er 


- : fave implacabile malice, could have ſeduced any, to have laid 
it, in whole, or in part, as a foundation, on which, the 


a. » © 
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fill the World, with a noiſe, about this nothing, that the cry of 
the injuſtice ofthe war, may not be heard, and will by the force 
of imagination, magnify it, to the height, and quality, of uch 
an inſufferable injury, as if it alone (if not expiat with the blood 

ofthe offendet) were more then ſufficient, to drive him tothe 
ſad and inevitable neceſlity , of covering the Ocean with ships, 
to the emptying of the nations treaſure, & dying the ſea with the 
blood pf his ſubjects, to wipe off the ſtaine of this affront; lam 


of this provocation: Nor doe | preoccupy the judgment of any, | 
if I premitt this, to v hat upon the moſt accurat , and impartial 
ſearch, | have found, that, whoſoever weighs this deed, in | 
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let him, for fatisfying himſelf, conſider theſe things: Firſt, thar, 
whatever paſt in this rancountre, betwixt his Majeſties pleaſure. 
boat, the Dutch fleet, was ſo far from being done almoſt 
within his Majeſties ports (as is affirmed) that, it was not with- 
in the Brittish ſeas , © place, to which alone, the Treaty tieth 
expreſſely , the Dutch, to this formality of ſtriking to our men 
of war; for, at this time. the Dutch Fleet, were riding at An- 
chor, upon their own coaſt, which never yet was, nor can be cal- 
led, the Brittish ſeas: where now is there ground for accuſation, 
let be revenge ? Hence ſecondly , though our Court, would re- 
preſent the Dutch, to the world, as ſuch moroſe clownes, who 
deſerve to have their head cut off, for not capping to a pitieful 
picture of amanofwar; yet l am almoſt ſurpriſed, at the ge- 
nerous exceſſe of civility, which appeared in the obliging car- 
riage , of that Gallant Gentleman, Mia Heer van Ghent, who 
not onely ſaluted the English lady , whom he knew to be aboard 
that boat, with a volley of great guns, but went allo aboard, 
to complement her; ſo that it might well be queſtioned, he- 
ther, he being a perſon of ſuch truſt and command, they had 
greater cauſe of quarrelling him, at the Hague, for having done 
too much, or complaining of him at Whiiebal, for having done 
too little? What English man, may not blush, to think, that 
the Dutch, are not onely like to carry away the trade from us, 
by their — and ſobriety, but to outſtrip our courteours 
alſo, in courtship and civility? Will we in our fretfulneſſe, 
needs pick quarrels, where humanity would prompt and inſtigar 
us, tothe revenge of gratitude? And this leads me to a third 
viz. Thatthe world may rather wonder, that the King of Eng- 
land, did not expreſſe his gratitude to the Dutch, for being at 
ſovaſtacharge, as to equippe, and put to ſea, a Fleet, ſuffi- 
cient to guard, againſtany attempts from the French, (he being 
by the Triple Alliance, equally engaged with them, to have 
8 , and put forth, in order to that defence, a conſidera- 
le number of men of war) then, thus without cauſe, to quar- 
rel, and meditat revenge: muſt the Dutch have no other than ks, 
E for 


for bearing the burden alone , n to bear our 
ion; shall they have no other intereſt but blowes, for 
ving laid out ſuch vaſt ſummes, without urging us, to doe, 
what in honour we could not deny to be duety? 1s it not matter 
of blushing, that his Majeſty , Should ſo expoſe himſelf, together 
with the Nation, to the upbraidings , of a ſober people, and the 
world's juſt cenſure of high ingratityde. But why do infiſt? 
though his Majeſty with a great pomp, and parad of words, 
would precipitat the World , into the beliefeof his being, in 
this particular, injured by the Uutch , adhibiting the utmoſt 
of artifice, to give it, the appearance of an injury, | hope, upon 
the Conſideration of what former ly wagſaid, and is now addu- 
ced, I may aſſert, without all heſitaton, that his Majeſties 
tight ofthe flage, as acknowledged, in the Treaty, hath nei- 
ther been queſtioned, not violated by the Dutch, far leſſe repre- 
ſented, in the manner mentioned: all the buſſineſſe is, that one 
of his Majeſties pleaſure- boats, paſſing through the Dutch fleet, 
lying at Anchor, upon their own cgaſt, had not that honour 
payd to ber, whichthe Dutch, are onely obliged, to render, 
in Majeſties men of war, in the Brittish feas : Which account 
if it be indeed fo true, and unanſwerable, as to have moved 
neigbouring courts , to laugh at the pee vishneſſe, of our offence, 
and doth novy amaze the vyorld at the rage and violence, 
whereunto ithath tranſported us, axe the Dutch therefore to be 
accuſed Þ No, no, his Majeſty himſelf judgeth otherwiſe , and 
therefore , he ſubjoins, As ung inſolexce, that they ſhould 
contend with u, about ihe daminionof the ſacs , who evenin the 181 
of aur rajal father, thought it, au ebligetion, ta be permitted to fi. 
in them, by taking of licenſes , and far a unit:: And here lyes the 
great diſcovery, the right of the Flage is all, that is dredtly pre- 
tended; but, dominion of the narrow ſeas, under the colour of 
a ſophiltical equipolleney, is the thing mainely intended: | sbalt 
not repeat hat have above adduced, for diſtinguishing, this 
prerogative, from the dominion aimed at, and ex plicating this 


boun- 


whole matter; but as his Majeſties covert inſinuation, doth a- 
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ify , even his own diffidence, of his abſurd and 


inſupportable claime; ſo, if we go about, thus to renverſe na · 


ture, and ſubvert humane liberty, the Dutch are the firſt; but 
neither the greateſt, nor the laſt enemy, which we are to appre- 
hend: As tothe licenſe to fish, here inſtanced; ſince 1 cannot 
ſet down what is truth, in matter of fact, conſidering the con- 
ſidence, wherewith it is aſſerted, without a reflexion , which 
1 by choice forbeare, I leave that to rhe Stats their vindication : 
But, ſuppoſe it had been fought , and graunted, within that ſpace 
of diſtance , from our coaſt, which che poſitive law of nations, 
and canſent of mankinde, hath in a manner everywhere a 
priat , to the countreyes reſpectively adjacent, it ſignifieth 
nothing to his Majeſtie's purpoſe : what is then the Dutch their 
ingratitude , and inſolence, that provoks his Majeſty , to an 
exclamation? let all men judge: It s ſaid, they owe their being anal 
wealth to our protection and valour: But, as all the world knowes, 
that, as intereſt is the loadſtone of policy, and policy the onel 
director of State tranſadions; ſo, I think, I need not amuſe 
my ſelf, to shew, either, how that the English in former 
times, did not ſupererogat, in any higher degree of charity, to- 
ward the Dutch, above the perſwaſion of their own advantage, 
or that in all probability, the Dutch would be yet more ready to 
repay us, if we should be reduced to the ſame diſtreſſe, and cir» 
cumſtances, which is gratitud's juſt retribution. i 
Totheſe things, his Majeſty addes, that, aotwith/anding all 
theſe provocation, be patiently expectad ſalis faction, not being willing 
to expoſe the peace of Chriſlendome , for bu own particular reſentments , 
whilſt , the Dutch ceaſed not, 10 provoke the moſt ( briſſian King 
(though a ſmall elogy, yet an unbecoming title, from the faith's 
defender) azainft , of which, they thought, themſelves ſo ſecure, 
that for above a tweſvemonth, their Mintfters, have here threamed in 
iht Now, forthe commendation which his Majeſty affects, 
temit it unto the impartial judgement of the ſame provocations, 
and patience, whence he wouldderive it; but as to whatenſues, 
are we ſo yaine of, and intoxicat with, our French, or moſt 
2 2 Chriſ- 


fit 9 Chriſtian Alliance, that we have loſt our ſenſes? or hath the 
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world ſeen with their eyes, for above theſe two yeers, the French 
and Dutch in hoſtile preparations, and mutual defiance? And 
on the other hand, the French and English, in continual com- 
plements, and embraces, and yet, are they all deluded? And 


ingenuity would permit, I ſometime incline to think, that it 
muſt be the Dutch repreſentations at our Court, of the danger of 
diſcord , and the advantage which the French may thereby gain, 
that is here ſo ſtrangely miſconſtrued, and abuſed; but why 
Should I ſtraine? I beleeye verily, the words are like their Au- 

thor, wholly unaccountable 
The next paſſage telleth us, of his Majeſties Laſt Ambaffa- 
dour, and how to his preſſing memorials , he could receive 
no anſwer , untill he had declared his revocation, and then, they 
offered a paper io thi eff. ty that inthis conjunfare, they would conde- 
ſeend to ſtrike , if we would aſſiſt them againſt the French ; but upon 
condition, ii ſhould be no precedent, in thelr prejudice: And as to 
this Embaſſie, though I might eaſily bring ro minde, the dit. 
ference , about the method of propolals , the Ambaſſadour 
tabling onely his demand about the Flage, and the Stats upon 
the rational conſideration, of the then appearances, deſireous 
to hear all, that he had to require, before they would give an- 
ſwer, and thence excuſe, the Stats their delay; and though l 
could alſo exhibit, ſuch an account ofthe Paper of return, as 
might aboundantly cleare, that, as the Dutch, did onely qua- 
lify their offer, ofa new engagement to ſtrike (which they had 
all reaſon to do, having, as it's like they will, in it's ſeaſon, 
make manifeſt, ſtretched their condeſcenfion, the more to fixe if 
poſſible, the King of England to a ſtedfaſtneſſe beyond what could 
have been wrung ſrom the termes of that Treaty at Breda) with 
the condition ot our reciprocal performance, ofthe Alliance; 
ſo it was this novel ſea-dominion, and not the formality of 
ſtriking , againſt which, they did precaution , for the ſu- 
cure; yet, it being a matter of pure fact, I chuſe rather 
| to 


the Stats the moſt dull ſorts, or empty politicians imaginable ? If 
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to leaveit, to the Stats their propkr vindication, then further to 
dive init. 
+I in the laſt place, his Majeſty, rellech us, that, the Dutch 
did lately ſend an Extraordinary EAmbaſſadour , to him, who in a molt 
| 7 extraordinary manner, hath given him to unde1ſtand, that hecanoffer no 
F. © ſatisfafion, until he have ſent back to bu Mafters : Bur ſeing the 
: © ſurprize of his Majeſties late hoſtile attacque of the Dutch 
* merchants ' before any intimation of war, and juſt when 
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this their Ambaſſadour , was making ready, to expoſe his 
offers, was in effect ſuch, as might have made him, not onely 


to ſtop a commencing , but to break off, a very far advanced 


Treaty, is it not ſtrange, to ſee, a great Prince, shut up his 


declaration, emitted far publick ſatisfaction, with ſo little 
reguard to all mens Knowledge, and apprehenſions, and 
as it would ſeem for the pedantick affectation of a running re 
petition, ſcorn the world, with a diſſimulation that hath no 
pretext ? Burl know the Stats are incaſe, to give ſuch a reply. 


| | and to cleare up all thoſe matters of fact, alledged by him, to juſ- 


tify his preſent engagement, (and repreſented to all men, as ſuch 
inſolencies, and injurious effronts, which haye conſtrained him, 
over the belly of his own inclination, to engage in this war) that 
will beſo plain, and perfect a contradiction, to all his preten- 
ded teaſons, as will not onely prove, that there was never a 
more juſt defenſive war on their part, nor unrighteous invaſion 
upon his, but by a naked repreſentation of truth will amaze the 
world, at the confidence, wherewith theſe things are aſſerted , 


and put it with all ſober perſons, beyond debate, that theic 


is a miſtery of, iniquity , lurking at the bottome, and mas ked un. 


der theſe pretenſes. 


Theſe being his Majeſties reaſons for our war, that they do no · 


thing relieve his reſolution, of that verdict 1 have given upon 
them, ſpecialy, in reſpect of their contrariety to righteouſneſſe, & 


—— is undeniably manifeſt; but becauſe his intentions as to 
atter may new be more clearly obſeryed , in that ſecond de- 
E 3 claration' 
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| . claration of indulgence, abovomentiened, I sballin like man- 


1 : #1 as / 7 I 4 


ner shortly peruſe it 


And that his Majeſty, in the remembrance, of the rigours 
and perſecutions, Where with the ſobet and godly. in his do—- 
minions, have hitherto been ſore vexed , may not onely in time 
be admonished, to feare the inconveniencies, which may thence © 
neceſſarily ariſe, and provide a remedy, by a fair indulgence; 
but alſo, in the ſerious convidion of the evil of his wayes, and 
juſt apprehenſions of divine wrath, thorewly converted, to 
breake of his fins by righteouſneſle, and his iniquities by shew- 
ing mercy to the oppreſſed, is certainly, not more the deſire of all 
his faithful ſubjects, then ir would infallibly = the lengthen- 
ing of his tranquillity : But, ſeing in place of any thing of this na- 
ture, the declaration under our hand, hath quit another ten- 
dency, and both from the intimation of all circumſtances, ſuſſici- 
ently laid out in my firſt diſcourſe , and from it's whole compo- : 
ſure appeares, tobe nothing elſe, then a cunning device, ro fe- 
cure his Majeſty, from the diſlike of good men in this finful 
combination, againſt the proteſtant intereſt abroad, and in the | 
mean time, to foment and promote the Popish party and cauſe at 
home, until, that, in the righteous judgment of God „if wefore- | 
ſee it not, truth should again be benighted , by the darkneſſe of 
Popish ſuperſtition, and all its lovers, expoſed to that Tyranny, 
the moſt pernicious poiſon of eaſe, which we have here pre- 
ſented , under the no leſſe plauſible tentation of the Goſpel's 
liberty, doth without queſtion, ſo much the rather oblige all con- 
cerned , to a more intent, and accurat diſquiſition: Which, 
that I may the better performe, it is in the firſt place to be noted, 
that, albeit the conception of this paper, doth generally in. 
clude all ſorts, of Non-Conformiſts, — recuſants, and that the 
liberty therein graunted to Popish recuſants , ſeems to be much 
more reſtricted; yet, if we may ſubject his Majeſties inclina- 
tions (or rather plain intimations) to the judgement of reaſon , 
all appearances do evince, that, whereas to ants, they 
are the meer conſtraints of palicy , unto Papiſts they are indeed 
| the 
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the ſpontaneous Motions, of a ptopenſe favour; for, feing our 
preſent engagement againſt the Dutch, the nature of an indul- 
gence, an involuntary diſpenſe againſt ſtanding lawes, and his 
Majeſties plain profeſſion, do obviouſly hold forth, that the 
licenfe, is in elfect , extorted, by extrinfick preſſures , it's ex · 
tenſion unto the Popish party, whotherennro do adde no mo- 
ment, doth aboundantly argue it, in this reguatd, to be an act 
of free choiſe : 1 need not here remember, how much, this hath 


{ alwayes been his Majeſties byaſſe, what cherishing conniv- 


ance, Papiſts have quietly enjoyed, to the great increaſe of their 
numbers, and inſolence, ſince the yeer 1660. whilſt other 
Non-Conformiſts, have been toſſed, with continual vexations; 
it hath not been the leaſt ingredient in the bitterneſſe of thefe 

rieveances ; neither are there many yeers, ſince he emitted, 
in their favour a proclamation , of ſuch ample grace, that even 
his preſent obſequious Parliament , did, by an unani- 


mous addreſſe, interpoſe for it s revocation 3 fo, that, thi 


being evenly weighed, viz. his Majeſties unſatisflable dit 
pleaſure at, and cauſeleſſe jealouſy of, the Proteftant Non. 
conformiſts, with his conſtant good opinion, and aſſection, 
witneſſed to thoſe off the Roman communion , his prefent 
gone wars againft the proteſtant Stats, and fiaful, and 

olish conjunction withthe French, not more tegrated by the 
better ſort, then rejoyced in, by the other, the comprehend- 
ing of all in the ſame indulgence , may, not onely perſwade the 
inequality of favour by me remarked , bur further very rationally 
induce, to beleeve, that the more apparent latitude, conceded 


1 to proteſtant diſſenters, is, onely the better to cover, the real 
! advancement of the Popish intereſt, the Principal deſigne of 


this contriveance, and therefore in conformity to theſe grounds, 
it my reffexions shall be alſo different, feeming to ſtraiten on the 
one hand, and to enlarge on the other , ditcovering the pro. 


teſtant robe onely tempted, and ſnared, and the Papiſt favour- 


ed, and honoured, I hope, the palpable agreement of this pro- 
| codouse, 
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M  cedoure, to his Majeſties own intentions, willeaſily defend me, 
| from the cenſure of malice orcalumn 7 
For preface then, his Majeſty with the fame truth and confi- * 
dence, where with we have heard him aſſert, his zeal for quiet in 
his declaration of war, commenceththis his indulgenee againſt 
the truth, by telling us, that bi care and endeavours, for the preſtr= 
vation of therights , andintereſts of the Church, hath been ſuffictently 
manifeſtedio the world, by the whole courſe of his government: O unhap- 
py care, that hath wrought ſuch diſmal alterations! The true 
rights, and intereſts ofthe Church of God, are, the purity of 
his worship, and ordinances, the protection of his Miniſters , * 
& the advancement of true Godlineſſe: Now, that in exchange, 
for any mealure of theſe bleſſings; which, we formerly enjoyed, 
ſince his Majeſties return, we have onely ſeen, God's worship 
corrupted , into yaine impoſed formalities, and the vileſt of the 
people, made prieſts, in their place, and wickedneſſe exalted, by 
the moſt avouched perjury, & profanity, that ever was known 
amongſt men, is a truth, under the ſenſe whereof, every ſeri- 
ous ſoul doth groan; but in effect, his Majeſty hath been, and 
is ſtill, ſo entirely bended, to advance againſt the Lord, proud 
ſupremacy, and ſet up in the Church, a wicked prelacy, à de- 
bauched elergy, and ſuperſtitious liturgy, thereby tg moddel , 
and ſubject, all the concerns of Religion, to his own luſts, and 
humours, as 1 am confident, that all the lovers of truth, in lieu 
of beingabuſed, by this pretended care , will onely reguard it, 
as a ſeaſonable warning, totake the more diligent heed , to the 
ſnare that may be, _ is couched, inall it's propoſals: Thus, 
forademonſtration, he ſubjoins, the frequent coercions be hath u 
ed, upon diſſenters, and for compoſing differences, in matters of Reli- 
gion: and whether this be more concludent on his Majeſty's, or 
on my behalfe, I leave it to the impartial diſcerner: However, 
we may well obſerye, that ſince his Majeſty , even in his graci- 
ous humour , thinks his care of the Church, principally com- 
mendable , by his former ſeverities, which after the manner of 
the primitive perſecutions, are at preſent onely intermitted, 


from 
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Ballance. 


not but expect, that he will reſume his wonted methods, and 
that, with all the irritation, where with his inward fretting 
at a forced liberty, may probably imprefſe him: But (ſaith he) 
t being evident, that there j very little fruit of theſe forcible courſes 
(a fair conviction, if well followed) we think our ſelves obliged to 
make uſt of our ſupremacy: And truely it he were ſeriouſly minding 
reformation, and thereto applying his royal power, which can 
never be more properly, norglorioufly imployed, we should 
the leſſe ſcruple , the error, though he should miſtakingly 
aſcribe, the extraordinary call of the preſent preſſing exigence, 
to the warrant, of a pretended perpetual prerogative: Bur, ſeing 
we may here manifeſtly perceive, that, that power, which ar 


firſt, did onely acclaime the Clergies civil dependence, and then 


after, becoming vaine of the Reformation , wherein ic was ho- 
noured,did excreſce, & exceede to the ordering of Church - Rites, 
& Goverment, under the notion of externals, doth at preſent 
pteſume to licenſe, and authoriſe, all Rome's ſuperſtition; do 
we not diſcover, the vickedneſſe of that uſurpation, which pre- 


tends, to as abſolute a diſpoſe, in matters of Religion, as was ever 


arrogat, over worldly propriety? Thus wee ſee the Scepter wriſt- 
ed out of the hand of his Eurifl , and ſwayed in a perfect oppoſi- 
tion to him, & deſigned ſubſerviency to his grand enemy the An- 
ti-Chriſt,which as it ought to make our eye affect our heart, while 
we ſee that Scripture fulfilled in out eyes, that the Kings of the 
earth, shall give their power unto the beaſt, and make war with 
the Lamb; ſo it concerns his Majeſty , while he invadeth the Me- 
diators ſcepter, to remember, that he hath alſo a rod of iron 
in his hand, to ſecure his ſcepter and avenge himſelf of ſuch, as do 
not ſtrike to him, in recogniſance of his abſolute ſupremacy. 

In the next place, his Majeſty addeth his motives , viz. that he 
iſſues out this declaration , aſwel for the quieting of the minds , of /A 


! good ſubjefs , in theſ points , inviteing of ſlrangers , in this conjuntturey 


andthe encourarement of all, to follow their callings , as alſo, for pre- 
venting the danger of ſeditions conventicles. Bleſſed is the man, whoſe 
F minde 
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from feare, and policy, when theſe reſtraints are over. we can. - 


* 
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minde is ſtaid , truſting in the Lord, for there is nothing here 
fincere « hat quietneſſe, from ſuch a ſelſ deſtroying afſurance 2 
1 do not mention it's mutability, though all men know, that 
the firſt meeting of the Parliament, would remonſtrat all this 


2 
— 


grace to nothing, but, vvhen to the eſtablishing of ever jealous, 
and perſecuting prelacy , the licenſing of pernicious plotting 
ry is achoyned, certainly, if we be lulled aſleep, with 
a charme, we deſerve, the ſleep of death, which, it's poi- 
fon menaces : Asfor the inviting of ſtrangers, French cater- 
illars we may indeed expect, and ſwarmes of Romish locuſts; 
to others, who might have found ſome allurement in this 
liberty, hoyy much is it to be feared, that our violence shall 
prove more difguſtful then the motive attractive : And as 
for Trades encouragement, can any man be ſo infatuat, as to be- 
leeve, that, that vvhich in it's onely ſeaſon of peace, could 
never have vveight, should noyy be truely minded , by ſuch , 
vvho have ſo little cared to involve us, in the confuſjons , and 
burdens of vvar? What a golden indulgence muſt it be, that 
vvill yet erect our trade , under all theſe preſſures? But, his 
Majeſty doth indeed fear feditious Conventicles, and ma 
be ſomething worſe, nam mala mens, mains anima. And — 
I neither knovv, nor deſigne to increaſe his ds ; yet, 
in my affectionat deſire for his vvelſare, I earneſtly yvish, be 
vyould remember, that in all ages, a prince, his ovvn incon- 
ſtancy, and oppreſſion, have proved his greateſt adverſaries, & 
are moſt to be feared, and that they are indeed ſo fatal and funeſt, 
that neither force, nor policy could ever yet vvard of their miſ- 
chiefe, for he is above them vvho gives the blovv. 

But | have too long retarded his Majeſties beneyolence,vyhich 
inthe firſt place — his expreſle reſolution , meaning and 
intent, tobe (ſo that we may blame our ſelves if vve be miſta- 
ken) that, e Church of Enyland bt preſerved entire in its Dadtruar, 
diſcipline and goverment , a« now it ſiand: eflablifbed by law, and that 
this be taken io be, ar tir , the baſis , rule and fianders (vvhat place 
he aſſignes to the Scriptures of truck | Kaovy not ) of the youere!, 

and 
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aud publick worſhip of Gad. and further , that the conformable clergy , 
enjoy abair r2ueaues, ant hat no perſon > bs capable of any ne 
bs wet nasty conformable I need not enlarge, upon the import 
of this paſſage ; what the Churchof England here meant, is, and 
hath done, wee all know, if any man think, that theſe roots 
of bitterneſſe, prelacy, and ſuperſtition remaining, they will 
not again ſpring up. into all that perſecution, vyhereof ſome 
may aovy fancy themſelves to be diſcharged , he is hut ill ac- 
quainted, either with their nature, or practiſes: He who deſi- 
rech to be informed , may conſult experience, which will 
aboundantly ſatisfy, hovy much better, and more free accam- 
modations, have, thereby been diſturbed , and fruſtrat : Hoyy- 
ever, there is one == of this Royal reſolution,vyhich1corgiall 
cloſe yvith if candidly meant. and that is, that, the doctrine 
this Church, may be effectually preſerved , 1 may not here ſtay , 
to explain my reaſons; but. he vvho shall be pleaſed, to peruſe 
our old homilies, and compare them, vyith that tine, 
vrhich doth novy very much boaſt it ſelf, both in pulpit, and 

int, ke vvill quickly uaderſtand , out former pꝓroſeſſion, tobe 

ſadly depraved, vvith Socinian, Pb, and Arminian Errors, 
chat, this alone, vvere enough, to bring upon us, all our feaxes: 
As ſor the excluſion of all perſons, not exactly camformable, 
from benefices , alchough it be without doubt a mighty dimiau- 
tion ofthe favour, of a juſt indulgence, ſince it depriveth boch af 
the encouragement and conveniency due, to the miniſters of the 
Goſpel; yet the maſter of theſe labourers , having pledged his 
alluticiency for their ſupply, and che Church of God having al- 
vvayes, been truely richeſt when pooreſt , I confeſſe, it is a 
matter whereon shall not Spend my complaints, however it be 
juſt matter of his repentance. 

In the next place (ſaich his Majeſty).nee do declare awe mill that 
the execuidon of all manner of penal lawer, in matters eccloſtaſlical,ageint 
mhafaever fart of NM can, or recuſanty bt i amediaily ſuſpend- 
tal, and they areberaby Ju c. And this is the great jubile, a 
proclaimed liberty, to Arheiſts, Socinians, Papiſts, Jeſuits , ſe- 
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minary prieſts, Arminians, Sects of all ſorts, and the groſſeſt here- 


ticks, to contemne Religion, commit idolatty, impugne truth, 
Blaſpheme, ſeduce, and deſtroy ſouls, uncontroulled : it's true 
the conſcientious Non conformiſt, hath alſo his part, in this ex- 
emprion ; but, as God did ſend forth his Goſpel, into the world 
in weakeneſſe, and foolishneſſe, deſtitut of all humane advan - 
rages, andonely, by his owne grace and preſence, did ſuſtaine, 
and advance it, againſt all the oppoſition, that the malice, or 
violence, Potentats, Authorities, or powers of the earth, 
could deviſe, or execute againſt ir, to the effect , thar neither 
our faith, nor his truth. should ſtand, in the help of man, but in the 
wer of him, who hath promiſed, to be with us, unto the end of 
the World ſo, i am perſw aded, that no man fearing and beleeving. 
the ſame Lord God. wil judge, all the favour that men can shew, 
valuable at this rate: | graunt, the exceſſe of this indulgence. doth 
not ſo corrupt the juſt relief that tender conſciences may finde in 
it, as, to hinder them, to partake law fully of it's benefit ; but ſure | 
am, if my cenſure be right and true, as certainly iris, men Should 
be ſo far, from being deceived,by the flattery of carnal eaſe, either 
to embrace, or acknowledpe it, as afayour,or purſue it, by any ac- 
tive compliance requiſit for it's accomplishment, that on the con- 
trairy , they should look upon the act in it ſelf as a high provoca- 
tion, againſt God, a feareful expoſing, and oppoſing of his truth. 
and under the colour of a pitiful enlargement, and relieſe to ten- 
der conſciences, a real and deſigned betraying, of the Proteſtant 
intereſt. | 
Bur his Majeſty proceeds to declare, that tothe fer, there may 
be no pretenſe, for thecontinuing of (onventicles , be ſhall om time 10 
ume, allow, @ ſufficient number of places, as they ſhall be defired, 
in all parts, for the uſe of Non-conformiſts; But for a correction, it « 
hi expreſſe will, and pleaſure , that none preſume to meet, in any place, 
untill, ſuch place, beallowed , and the teacher of that congregation 
approved, by bim: An leſt, any ſhonid apprehend difficulty, in 
obtaining , this allowance , and approbation , he funiber declareth, 
that 
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that the ſame ſball extend, . to all ſorts of Non=conformifty , except 
Popiſh-recuſants , to w, he will in no wayes , allem publich pla- 
ces, but onely indulge them , 4 to the common exemotion , from 
nal lawes , and the exerciſe of their worſhip , ia their privat h 
ſer onely. This being the ſumme of his Majeſties conceſ- 
ſion, over and above, the releaſe of penal ſtatuts, it were as 
ill nature, and worſe manners, to offer to criticize upon my 
Princes bounty, as it werefolly, to be fain of nothing: And there» 
fore, | shall onely , candidly repreſent, ſuch things, as do obvi- 
ouſly occurre, and cannot be hid: And, 1. It is —— there 
is nothing as yet — but onely a purpoſe declared, which 
being in it ſelf alterable, and in the preſent caſe, in order to 
the innocent Non -conformiſt aſſuredly elicit, by our for- 
raigne wars, and domeſtick feares , of what endurance it 
is like to prove , ny eaſily be reſolved : Secondly, it is ob- 
vious, that the effect of this indulgence , is preſently to cut 
of from, and deprive all the faithful Miniſters, and people, 
of the benefit of meeting, either in the places where they 
have hitherto met, or in their privat houſes, for the pure 
worship of God, (for theſe are the expreſſe words of the decla- 
ration; To the effef?, there may be no continuing of conveniicler , &c. 
and afterwards , #t is our expreſſe will and pleaſure that none pre» 
ſume to meet inany place , & c.) until theſe meetings, be caſt in 
this new mould, and, if the truely tender and conſcientious 
Non-Conformiſt's, dare not for the feare of God foreſake , 
the aſſembling of themſelves together, nor diſcontinue their 
meeting, for worship, till the Court be at leiſure , or think 
it convenient, to make that aſſignement , or if they should 
ſcruple this conveyance, as no doubt, a faithful miniſter, 
will be far, from an active compliance , with ſuch an 
enacted abomination , then, ſuch have nothing to expect, 
but the utmoſt of ſeyerity 3 and thus wee ſee, theſe bowels, 
and the render mercies of this declaration , are unmasked 


cruelty: Thirdly , the places are to be deſired of and firſt 
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allowed. by his Majeſty, and, that this allowance, may be 
lawfully: „ upoa the grounds of that duety of protec- 
tion, and aſſiſtance, which his Majeſty oweth ro the Goſ- 
pel, without pleading this diſſolute indulgence, I make it 
no queſton . but, on the other hand, chat this, firſt , maketh 
all ill depend upon his abfolute pleaſure, both as to num- 
ber and continuance , is no leſſe evident yea ſecondly, this 
very thing, is enough, to makethe hole inſignificant ;for , ma- 
ny, ialy thoſe Non- conſormiſts, ho are perſons of eſtate. 
or quality, will be unwilling to be chus expoſed to the view of 
the Court, as a diſſentient party, ceachable bylaw, and more- 
over, the people , perceiving che increaſe of —— and 
what countenance and enoouragement, they have autho- 
rity, whereby they are become inſolent. and terrible to the 
people, may begin, to be jealous, that thiscourſe is onely tak- 
en» to the end they may hen met together, the more eaſily 
be ſwallovved upatonce, by thoſe popish Cannibals; chethings 
vvhich are paſt, and the — — — may 
creat a Shrewd — amongſt che people, of ſucha deſigue. 
upon which conſiderations. the aſlignemenc of a place by the 
Court, is very like, to affright men, from follow / ing ordinance 
es, or frequenting worship ia thoſe places: Sut,fourthly,, the 
Teacher muſt alſo firft be approved by his Majeſty ; and that all 
the liberty here promiſed , if it vvere ten times more, vvere too 
dearly purchaſed, by this ſurrender, every one that knovveth the 
ſuciency, and necefliry of our Lord's Mifiion,, will cafily ac- 
knowledge; I gtaunt, that, every Miniſter Should preſume, and 
be very ſenſible of his Majeſties approbation. & as it were rude- 
neſſe proſeſſedly to undervalue it, ſothe power chat he hath. 
over our bodies, may in many caſes reader it abſolutely nec 

ſary; but, hat is al|this, tothe previous mp robation, 
here required? Cerciwmly, # our Lord's Authority. bra Niniſ- 
ters compleat warrauc, and the duety it layes on, ſuch , as may 
in many caſes oblige him, to beate his Maſter's name, beſone 
Kings and Princes, for a Teſtimony againſt them; the ſubjection 
| of 
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of the Miniftry, <0 .— with — dorh 
import, is, 2 man ment, againſt both: I might in 
the fifth place obſerve, 2 of this conceſſion, every 
whit as large. as the foregoing exemption, except in order to 
Papiſts, and whereby all the blaſphemies, and extr ies 
of all other errors , are, not onely toherat, but offered to be 
encouraged , but tire thing being ſo obvious, it were ſuperfu. 
ous, tooffer, to make it more plain. Sixtly, this indulgence is 
thus further reſtricted, and cautioned. If «ny belt / ſaick his Ma- 
jeſty) preſume to abuſe thi liberty and ſhall preach ſoas ilou fly or to the de- 
rogation of the docviue, diſciplines orGovernment of the effabliſhed Church, 
&c. Wee do hereby givs them warning aud declare we will proceed 81 atn/{ 
them with all imaginable ſeverity. l shall not ſtand to obſerve , how 
there is more here, then an inſmuation, that the preacher, in 
order to his being approved by his Majeſty, muſt previouſly en- 
gage to this forebearance: its but all reaſon , that he who giveth 
the Commiſſion, should alſo give the inſtructions, ſet bounds, 
and limits, to it's excerciſe, and define the ſphere of it's activi- 
ty, according as his Majeſty, (that the world may the better 
underſtand, the juſt extent, and native import , of that head- 
Ship, vvhich he arrogats over the Church of England) in his ler- 
tet to the Arch Bishopof York, preſcriberh, what doctrines are 
to be taught, hat not: I we will be preachers created by the 
Court, and Emifſaries of this ſupremacy, we muſt be Court-pa- 
raſits and court · pleaſets too; but, then let us remember, that 
wee ceaſe to be the ſervants of ſeſus Chriſt: But the thing 1 main- 
ly marke here, is, that by this artifioe, they are ſure, either 
to make the indulged betray the cauſe of Chriſt, by an unfaith- 
ful filence, or ex poſe themſelves to hat the all of that imeging- 
ble ſeverity, wherewith they are menaced, will amount unto: 
It's true, the ſame politick conſiderations, which have moved 
them, fer quieting of the minds ofthe people, to mock them, 
with this shadow, may tye them up alſo, fora ſeaſon, from 
executing , this «ll imaginable ſeverity againſt ſuch, who will be 
found guilty , of abuſing this fayour; yet, conſidering , * 

© 


42 ie Engluh 
the places muſt be all of publick appointment, the preachers and 
— e alſo known , — that thoſe places n be patent, and free 
10 all perſons, viz . amongſt the reſt, to a knot of informers, Who 
will no doubt be deſigned, for each place, faithful men, who 
will acquit themſelves, as the Ambaſſadours of ſeſus Chriſt, and 
ſo carry, in the excerciſe of their Miniſtry, as they may have, 
their Maſter's approbation, of wel done good and faithful ſer- 
vants, may exipect, as the Courr is at leiſure, and have freed 
their hands of other work, that they will make ſuch then, after 
they have ſlee ped under the deceirful sbadow of this indul. 
ence, while the Court being liberat from feare of any trouble 
— them, was concurring with thoſe who were deſtroying the 
Proteſtant intereſt abroad, buy this indulgence , at an after. 
reckoning, with the loſe, if not of life, and liberty; yer of e- 
ſtate; for his May. will be judge. of what is ſeditious preaching, , 
and praying, &c. Hence, if a faithful Miniſter, pray for the 
United provinces, now unjuſtly invaded, by a Popish Prince, 
that they may not be deſtroy ed. and that he may not give up, the 
beloved of his ſoul , the reformed Church there, into the hand 
of ſuch an enemy, who would again turn theſe —_—— in- 
to a land of graven images, if alſo. he should diſſwwade all who 
heare him from ſuch a ſinful conjunction, and regrat before the 
Lord, as every faithful proteſtant hath cauſe, that English- men, 
profeſſors of the ſame faith, should be employed, as inſtruments, 
to deũroy the faith they ought to defend, and that our hands, 
should be made uſe of, to shed our brethrens blood, with whom, 
ea for whom, we should rather die, in the defence of the reform- 
ed Religion, and it he should weep himſelf, and excit the 
people to weep, becaule his Majeſty is ſeduced, into this con- 
(piracy, and abandoned to ſuch pernicious counſels, and courſ- 
es. as at this time. and in this juncture, to concurre with a po- 
pish party, againſt a Proteſtant State, the now viſible bulwark, 
ofthe Reſormed intereſt, not onely without any juſt provoca- 
tion, on their part; but contrary to all engagements and obli- 
gations on his: And moreover, it in ſtead ot an unfaithſul ſilence, 
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a Miniſter should ſeek, to deliver his own ſoul, by regrating, 
that his Majeſty, is not onely left, to break his Covenant with 
the moſt high God, in reeſtablishing abjured prelacy, and ſu- 
perſtition; but alſo, in countenancing, and promoving of po- 
pery and idolatry; which as no Godly man, who conſiders the 
times, and what the Iſrael of God ought to do, dare forebeare 
for himſelf; ſo he dare not, though he should die, for doing ſo, 
forebeare, to perſwade, beſeech, and obteſt, the People of 
the Lord, to pray with all manner of prayer and ſupplication, 
that the great God, would appear, to confound the counſels 
and crush the undertakings, of all the men, and Monarchs of 
this conſpiracy, — his great intereſt, and precious People: 
If, I ſay, a Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, should preach, exhort, 
and pray tothis purpoſe , would his Majeſty hold him innocent? 
or forebeare to lay hold, on the firſt opportunity, of dealing 
with him, as a ſeditious perſon, yea a Traitour? and adjudge 
alſoall who had been his hearers, as guilty atleaſt of miſpriſon 
of treaſon? Thecaſe is ſocleare, as it diſcovers plainly , the 
whole of this indulgence, to be rather a Court-Trape, to catch, 
extinguish, and crush the faithfulremnant, then the leaſt eaſe, 
or reliefe, to ſuch as dare not, for feare of the Almighty , fore- 
ſake the truth, and proſtitut the precious ordinances , of Chriſt, 
to the luſt of an Exotick Lord, or dare not shut their eyes, and 
be ſilent, when they ſee courſes taken, declarative, to convice 
tion, of a formed deſigne, to eſtablish the abomination of pope- 
ry, anddeſtroy the reformed Religion , at home and abroad. 
The laſt thing, that remaineth, is, the exception of Roman 
Catholicks, from this allowance, of publick- places; Bur leſt 
this should grieve them, the former diſcharge of penal lawes, is 
notonely repeated, in their fayours; but, they are further ex- 
preſſely , indulged, rhe excerciſe of their worship viz. their ido- 
latrous maſs, and all their other impious ſuperſtitions, in their 
privat houſes, and that without any limitation of number or o- 
ther reſtriction : I cannot here ſtand, to expreſſe, all my juſt 
regrat ; the maſs again reſtored in England, should no doubt 
| be 
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be as much our deep affliction, as it is the Papiſts exultation: As 
for their aſtriction to privat houſes, I ſay firſt. why is not the 
like fayour graunted , to the truly Godly and Conſcientious· Non- 
Conformiſt , who may very juſtly ſcruple to ſue for the favour 
of this indulgence, becauſe of it's conveyance, and upon other 
momentuous enough conſiderations? Shall he who dare not for 
feare of making himſelf guilty , of Lee Majeſty againſt Jeſus 
Chriſt, by accepting a fayour, which in its conveyance, eſtab- 
lisheth, in the — of the indulger, a ſupremacy onely com- 

tent to the Son of God, be leſſe capable of this favour, then 
E who denys this Supremacy, to be competent tohis Majeſty, 
and holds it to be proper, to that child of perdition, the Anti- 
Chriſt? Vea, he is not ſo _— ofourfavour, as our Catho- 
lick ſubjects are: lam ſorry tor it, but why > Whar's the mat- 
ter? His Majeſty gives you the reaſon , of the inequality of this 
diſtribution; becauſe forſooth, they are /ed/tiow conveniicles, and 


therefore, liberty to worship God in privat houſes, muſt not be 


permitted to them; but their is no feare of Sediiton from Papiſts, 
(good men!) we underſtand one another berter,then to feare any 
harme from ſuch boſome friends: well, it may be ſo, but, it's time, 
when the Popish party, are thus profeſſedly, thedarling of the 
Court, and all it's concluſions , are ſo exactly calculat, to the 
meridian of that intereſt, for the poor proteſtants , to remem- 
ber, the yet recent maſſacre of Ireland, leſt, Brittain drink of 
the ſame cup, and become the ſtage, whereon , this ſame fu- 
neſt Tragedy, or a more bloody one, be afted over again: Se- 
condly the Papiſis are confined to privat houſes; that is to ſay , 
Whitehal, St Famer, Somerſet-houſs, the greateſt , and moſt ca- 
pacious palaces in England, while, the poor Non-Con'or- 
miſts, may not make uſe of their own houſes, and are not like 
in haſt, to build upon the lubrick baſe of this indulgence, other 
houſes: T hirdly, that this reſtriction is no incumberance to the 
Papilts.,. is aboundantly cleare; nay , if we advert, to man's 
ſtrange curioſity , eſpecially after error, the attradion of this 
privacy, may in all Iixely hood, prove more adyantagious to 
| their 
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mery , were ſet upto open view, and deriſion, in Publick Chur- 
ches: Seing therefore, that the Papiſts recommended by no ne- 
„ot convenient reaſon have, (notwithſtanding of their 
groſſe errors and ſuperſtitions, with the many important and an- 
cient lawes that ſtand againſt them being conſidered) obtained, 
the greateſt benefit by this indulgence, whether the favour de- 
ſigned for them, be not ir's, principal motive, and aime, I leave 
it to every man's diſcerning? Now what our preſent conjunction 
with the French, in an unrighteous war, againſt the Proteſtant 
Stats abroad, with this licenſing of idolatry, and encouraging 
the Popish faction at home, may produce; The Lord in his 
mercy prevent: And as I have plainly laid out, the infincerity, 
inſufficiency, and uncertainty of this indulgence, in behalfe of 
conſcientious Non-Conformiſts; ſo, I am very hopeful, that 
neither the preſent allurement, of carnal eaſe, nor the deceittul 
confidence, of ſimulat fayours, shall ever make them aband- 
on, that ſolicitous care, and zealous concerne , they ought 
alwayes to beare, in their hearts, and be ready to witneſſe, 
when thereto called, for the glory of God, and intereſts of truth 
and righteouſneſſe, both at home and abroad. 

Having thus particular y conſidered, and weighed the import, 
of both theſe his Majeſtie's declarations, and having found no- 
thing in che one, which upon a ſober ſearch, may juſtify this 
war ,{whereinto we ate precipitat; nor in the other, that can 
quiet, or ſariſfy the truely conſcientious Non-conformiſtz but on 


the contrair, much in both, which may fill the mind, of all the 


fearers of God, with terrour at the apprehenſions , of what shall 
be, the diſmal and dreadful conſequences, of ſuch an undertak- 
ing, againſt our confederats,and ſuch uncandid dealing withGod, 
I — in chis review to have ſubſiſted. 
But yet l hope, every true - hearted English- man, will beare 
with me, if, while 1 ſee the intereſt of the English nation, drag - 
at the French heels, and ſold to a baſe ſubſerviency to their 
aks greatneſs, I take liberty once more, to evince and in- 


upon what in my firſt Paper! touched more brieflly viz. the 
G 2 perfect 
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theirintereſt, then, if their Godleſſe, and n ; 
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b perfect oppoſition , which this conjunction with the French, 


hath, unto the welbeing and true intereſt of the nation: Let it 
therefore be ſuppoſed, that the English Fleet should beat the 
Dutch, quit off the ſea, and at the ſame time, the King of France 
with his numerous and potent army, aſſiſted with his Majeſtie's 
thouſands under the command of his ſon, should invade, de- 
ſtroy, lay waſt, and make deſolat, all the places of the United 
provinces, whereever he cometh, and the Dutch by this deſeat 
at ſea, and invaſion by Land be brought, to ſuch confuſion and 
perplexity, that they shall neither be in caſe to ſer preſently to 


ſea again, nor able to encountre thisPotent enemy by land, (which 


is the thing deſigned and deſired, and that, to which all the vi- 
orous endeavours of theſe confederat Kings are directed) well, 
* us make this ſuppoſition, that their rw rs are thus far ac- 
complished (though, graunt not O Lord the deſire of the wicked, furth- 
er not their wicked device, leaft they exalt themſelvas, ought to be, 
and no queſtion is, the deſire of all, who love our Lord ſeſus 
Chriſt in fincerity through the earth) and that the Dutch in ſtead. 
of being able to deal any longer or debate with theſe Kings, by 
open force of Armes, be reduced to the neceſſity in this exigent, 
of making the beſt, and moſt advantageous — they can: Is 
it to be imagined, they will betake themſelves to the King of 
England, and come under his shadow and protection for shel- 
ter, from the French fury? It's true, amongſt the reſt of our foole- 
ries, whereby we embolden our ſelves, in this engagement, 
this is laid down for one, which we judge will not fail us, viz. 
that we can alwayes make Peace with the Dutch, when we have 
driven them to deſperatdiſtreſſe, at pleaſure ; but they are wiſer 
men, then to court us any longer for kindeneſſe : For, firſt, 
the experience they have had ofthe impoſlibility of fixing us, or 
making us ſtand firme to our engagements, and Treaties, will 
utterly alienat, diſcourage , and difſwade from this, where there 
is a choice: Secondly , his Majeſtie's having laid down this for a 
Principle, and the endeavours which have been, to inſtil it in 
the minds of ſuch, who could be impreſſed by Court ſuggeſti- 
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ons, that, if England would floerish, Holland muſt, if not 
utterly deſtroyed ,\ yet be reduced to a ſtate offlayery , and bon- 
dage, nothing inferiour unto the Spanish yoke, (for the domi- 
nion which we affect over the ſeas, would be ſtretched to a 
length, that would knovy no bounds , or limits, but our oyvn 
luſt and our Courteours ayarice; and what encouragement , they 
may hayeto comeunder the shadow of men of theſe principles, 
wiſe men may judge?) Thirdly the cry of his Majeſties oppreſ- 
ſed ſubjects at home, and the conſideration , how the Court 
hath ſucked our and ſwallowed up the ſubſtance of the nation, 
and drained, all it's treaſures , and yet are ſtill lean ( forall they 
have devoured , hath onely made them more inſatiable) will 
make the Dutch, judge very rationaly, unleſſe they vvere 
able, to turn rocks, ſeas, and ſand into Gold, they could 
never by giving, ſatiat the appetit of the English Court: And 
vvhile they ſee, contrair to all honour and true intereſt, how, 
a ſtop is at leaſt put upon the exchecquer, which was the: 
onely _ remaining , to preſerye the credit of the na» 
tion , and leave merchants in ſome caſe to trade , they can- 
not but eaſily foreſee that ſuch will make no bones to 
ſuck out all the marrow , and then gnaw the bones, of 
theſe provinces: And to all theſe add, in the fourth place, 
how they muſt needs look upon the King of England, as the 
principal author, and unhappy inſtrument, of all theſe 
imminent and incumbent calamities, and may very ratio- 
naly conclude, if he had not in this juncture, conſpired. 
againſtthem, with the French King , thar either, the King of 
France, would not have undertaken the war, or if he had, that 
they in an ordinary providence , could have defended theme 
ſelyes, and their juſt liberties , againſt all his force : Whenl 
ſay,they muſt needs look upon the King of England, as the ſpring 
& ſource, of all that calamity they feel, or feare, and perceive 
his propenſneſſe, to ruine them, and how that, contrary to all 
Covenants, Treaties, rational offers of ſatisfaction, even to pre» 
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tended injuries, condeſcenſions, & ſtretches beyond the juſt exi- 
geat,andrenorofany Treaty, or tranſaction, yea & obligations 
heaped upon him, in advancing the Prince of Orange, (which, 
as it was made the great argument, to determine thoſe , who 
were a little reluctant, to conſent to his advancement; ſo, it 
made the moſt rational infallibly conclude, his aſſiſtanct , 
upon that advancement, againſt the French attempts) how, I 
ſay , that notwithſtanding of all theſe bonds, of honour, in- 
rereſt, faith, — 42 righteouſneſſe i and obligations, he 
could not ſo much, as be gained, to an eaſy neutrality ; 
but, as if, the utter ruine of the Dutch, and their extir- 
pation, or reduction, from a ſtare of liberty, to a ſtare 
of bondage, had the cloſeſt of connexions, with his ſa» 
tiſfaction, he, to the proſtituting of his honour, leads 
the way » to the French King , and as if malice and blinde 
fury, were the ſole conducter in this affair, drawerh the firſt 
ſword , and forgetting ro conſult his own fame, with a pyra- 
rick violence, anterior to all intimation of war, falleth up- 
on the Dutch merchant- ships: As theſe things put to- 
gether , with many more of the like nature, make the 
Dutch conclude him, the moſt enraged adverſary , and im- 
lacable enemy; ſo, it muſt of neceſſity, alienat their mind 
— him above all mortals : And now upon the foremen- 
tioned ſuppoſition, (which I hope shall never exiſt) that 
muſt put themſelves under the Potection of one of theſe two, 
they will certainly be ballanced, towards the French Alliance, 
as the more __ enemy, the more ſure , and adyantagious 
friend: And as it is more then probable to wiſe men, that the 
King of France hath conduced —— England, to ſuch an 
unworthy breach of Alliance, upon chis very deſigne , to drive 
the Dutch, if poſſible, to this fad necefiry, ſo it is equally ob, 
vious, how the French King endeavoureth by all means, fo 
to influence the concluſions of the English Cabal, & manaye the 
advantage he hath thereby over the King of England, as.may 
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render him moſt hateful ro the Dutch : For having prevailed 
with him, ficſt, to draw him to this shameful breach of Treaty 
with them, he driveth him thereafter to make ſuch a detaſtabſe 
attempt upon their merchant-ships; and obſerving likewiſe how 
in his declaration for war ink the Dutch ( wherein alſo he 
will have the King of England to preceed , that he may know the 
better how to forme his ſo, as may beſt ſubſerve his deſigne) he 
alledgeth many injuries , and pretendeth to ſuch a dominion 
overthe ſeas, as is ſubyerſive of the liberty of the Dutch, and ut. 
rerly inconſiſtent with the proſperity of the Provinces, becauſe 
deſtructive of their trade; he then emitteth. his declaration of war, 
wherein there is nothing mentioned or adducedfora cauſe, ſave a 
French floorish, for his Honour: Yea he giveththe Dutch to under- 
ſtand, that hedoth not envy their greatneſs, nordeligne the 
prejudice of their provinces ; nay on the contrair, that he harh 
a fayour for them, and how all his quarrel is confined to ſome 
— perſons in the Goverment, againſt whom he hath a 
iſpleaſure: And perceiving withal , how the — Eng- 
land hath not onely made himſelf the common deteſtation of 
the Dutch, by this late act of manifeſt pyracy, but as if no bonds, 
no Treaties, neither reguard to his own reput orrenown in the 
World, could be of ſufficient weight and value to tye him up- 
from doing them all the injuries, which his power maketh poſ- 
ſible ; he addeth to the former violence, the injuſtice of ſeiſing 
upon and detaining all the merchant · ships, which were in his 
ports at the eruption of this war, expreſſely contrair to the 
rermes of the 32 Art. of that Treaty at Breda: The French 
King (1 ſay) perceiving this, that he may commend his fideli- 
ty, clemency , and friendship to the Durch (as he doth his ho- 
nour to the World) above - © King of England's , as he hath 
done no act of hoſtility againſt them anterior to his declaration: 
fo he graunteththem fix monetha time, to remove alltheir Mer- 
chant · shi ps and goods out of his dominions, without loſe or mo- 
leſtation: By all which he ſeemeth to intimat to the Dutch _ 
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he is neither ſo ingrained nor implacable an enemy againſt them 
as the King of England, yea thęre is a tacit invitation couched, 


even in his denunciation of war, to accoſt him for kindeneſſe, 
with hope of acceptation, (and well may he, for hereby he maks 
himſelt maſter of both, and doth more certainly triumph over the 
King of England, and ecclipſe the glory of that nation, then 
over the Dutch, and ſo hitteth the marke he aimed ar indeed, viz. 
the French honour) Now as the preferableneſſe of the French Al- 


liance , things ſtanding thus, will be demonſtrable tothe Dutch 


from their own intereſt, and advantage, for by this means, 
though, they may loſe ſomewhar of their former luſtre; yer 


they will eaſily ſee, that it is the intereſt of the King of France, 


to have them a floorishing People, when they are ſo much his; ſo, 
on the other hand, will any doubt, but all reaſon of ſtate and 
Policy, vill make the French ready to liſten to a propoſal of 
accommodation from the Stats, and abandon the English, as 
having now ſerved himſelf ſufficiently of them, when they have 
ſweat out floods of English blood and treaſure, to rowe his 
French- Majeſty to his port: For, firſt, he knoweth very well, 
though he have at preſent debauched the. penurious and profligat 
Court of England, into this conjunction vvith him, againſt the 
Dutch; that, yet, the ſpirit of the English nation can never be 
debaſed into the ſame compliance, with his deſignes; the pru- 
dent part, yea the generality of the nation, retaining ſtill, theit 
noble aſcendent over the French, and that antipathy unto them, 
that, though the Court party are ſunk below men, and ceaſe to 
be Patriots, (not careingfor the reput, and honour of their na- 
tion, whoſe renown , together with their own fame, the 

have $hipwrack'r) yet, at this very inſtant, they would, if at all 
neceſſitat to have a war, notwithſtanding of all theartifice and 
endeayours of the Court, to enflame them into a rage againſt the 
Dutch, with much more cheerfulneſle , alacrity, and readi- 


neſſe ofminde , draw their ſword againſt the French in defence 


ofthe Dutch, then be dragged by the Court, to ſo unrighteous, 
and 


, 
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and dishonourable a war, againſt their friends and brethren:T 
certain knowledge | ſay, that the King of France hath, that this 
is the genius, and pulſe ofthe English nation, to abhorre as death, 
the holding of the French ſtirrop; yea, the rational grounds he 
may have, to perſwade beyond debate, that if theſe very men, 
whom he hath charmed, by his aurum potabile, into an oblivion 
of their own honour and nation's intereſt, be once awaked 
out of this golden dreame, (which doth not imply a contradic- 
tion but they may) they will abandon , with a blush at their 
own baſeneſſe, his intereſt, and by an after ſtrenuous oppoſi- * 
tion, ſeckto wipe off the ſtaine, ot ſo baſe a compliance, and be 
avenged upon him for their two eyes, will make him ready, to 
cloſe with the Dutch, being, together with the world, convinc- 
ed, that, he hath in this, obtained the urmoſt of advantage, 
he could haye propoſed or promiſed to himſelt, by engaging, 
or rather ſeducing the Court of England, unto his aſſiſtance, and 
judging as he hath reaſon, that he is hereby ſufficiently repay- 
ed, forall the French Millions, which that Court, hath ſwal- 
lowed up: Secondly, as this will make him readily liſten, to a 
ropoſal from the Dutch, ſo, it will make him willingly con- 
Leſcend to give them eaſy, and honourable conditions, (though 
I hope God shall prevent ſuch a dishonour to them) yea, he will 
argue himſelf, into a neceſſity, (contraicto the particular inſo- 
lent domineering humour of the French) to maintain them, if 
not in the ſame degree of honour, liberty, and luſtre, yet, in 
their full ſtrength; it being obvious, that by having engaged 
them to him, he hath fairely paved his way, to an eaſy conqueſt; 
of this part ofthe wotld: The Spanish Netherlands, will fall 
into his hands, nor will the Emperour be able, to make head 
againſt him: Spain alſo muſt follow their fate; and poor Eng- 
land, having ſpent their ſtrength and treaſure, to advance him 
to this greatneſſe, muſt bow their neck, to the French yoke: 
What is then become of our foolish ſuppoſition, that there was 
no cauſe for England to feare the French greatneſſe : Why? 
France 
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France (faith the Court) having no nusſery of ſea- men, we will 
maintain our dominion ofthe ſeas, non will cope , or comper 
with us, if once we had the Hollander, under hatches; and while 
we retain our dominion by ſea, it were ridiculous to feare, the 
Frenchby land: Burt alas , have the French, ſo blinded the 
Courc, with the duſt of their Gold, that they cannot ſee, one 
inch, before their noſe > Do they not eaſily foreſee, the miſery 
and — 2 they are bringing upon the nation, and how, 
they are ſelling the honour, and liberty of their countrey, to 
it's inyeterat enemies? Well, the French have not a nurſery of 
ſea-men, comparable to the English: Be it ſo , but, when the 
English by their unrighteouſneſſe, folly, and inconſideration , 
have driven the Dutch to the neceſlity of becoming one with the 
French, have they then no nurſery > England knoweth, to it's 
coſt, that Holland hath: And if ever France be in caſe, to reck- 
on them his (which, as death, is to be deprecat) then, the 
King of England muſt reſolye henceforth, to quit all his pretenſi- 
ons to the Flage, and be ata point ia this , that his men of war 
muſt ſtrike, tothe French — - boats : the Nation at home, 
muſt tremble, at the French greatneſſe, their walls the shi ping 
of England, will not then hold him out, he being now in caſe , 
to force his paſſage, thorow them: our forraigne plantations 
muſt ſignify as much to us, as the French and Dutch in a con- 
junction, will permit, either ſomething , or nothing: Our 
honour, andrenown, which we have had amongſt other Nati- 
ons, muſt be buried in the gulfe of contempt, and lye expiring 
without hope ofa recovery, under the French inſolence: who 
will then compaſſionat the poor English Nation? Nay, who will 
not ſay , that it is a righteous thing with God, ſince, we who 
would needs in a blind rage, run upon our friends to ruine them, 
without cauſe, should be inſnared, in the worke of our own 
hands, and tumbled head · long in the ditch, which we had dig · 
ged for others? Who amongſt the nations will pity us? Or if our 
diſtreſſe Should move compaſſion, who dare offer to help us? 


Oh 


Slane 


Oh poor England, how do thy Rulers, poſt thee to thy ruine? 
We have fallen once under the hand of the Dutch, and our diſ- 
grace, hath accreſced to their glory; but now, we muſt fall, into 
the hand ofthe French, & in ſtead ofwearing the flowre de Lace , 
in our ſcutcheon, the King of France muſt have our yen, and 
Vnicorne in his: And thus have we debaſed our ſelves and en- 
tailed bondage upon the Poſterity: And , if the Dutch were a 
People given to revenge, what ever grieſe and regrat , their de · 
pendance upon France might be to them, yet, they would not 
onely have this ſatisfaction, to ſee thoſe enſlaved, who had de- 
ſigned their bondage, and whoſe hands had been made uſe of in 
wreathing the yoke about theirneck; but, ſee themſelves chief- 
ly made uſe of: and maintained by the French, toforce the Eng» 
lish to ſerve him: And withal the Dutch should ſee themſelves, 
freed from the ſlavish feare of the King of England's vaine pre- 
tenſions to the dominion of the ſea, and ſet at liberty, to follow 
their trade without trouble; and as the trade, would then be 
cerainly taken from England, in theſe parts; ſo it would be at 
the French & Dutch their option, whether to raſe, and root out, 
name and thing of all English Plantations abroad. 

I hough, theſe be things to be entertained in their poſſibili- 
ty, by allthe lovers, of Religion, righteouſneſſe, and the na- 
tion, with horrour, and deteſtation, and pray and hope shall 
never have any being. beyond what a ſuppoſition may give them, 
yet, he muſt blind his eyes, and abandon his reaſon, Who will 
deny the nativeneſſe of the connexion, betwixt the worſt of all 
theſe ſuppoſed miſeries, and miſchiefs, and the — Eng- 
land's engaging, in this war, with the French, againſt the Dutc 
The ruine of the Proteſtant intereſt, this day, through the 
World: The ruine of the liberty, honour, trade, precious 
and deare concerns, of the English nation; the ruine, of rhe 
Prince of Orange his intereſt, yea the ruine, diſtrace, and per- 
petual infamy , of the actors themſelves, is wraped up in, and 
connected with, this shamefull war: have we not now by our 
deep Politicks, bravely bowled wy the honour of the — 
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vyhile the French, both give ground, and byaſſe? Theſe are 
our nevv If politicks, they tend to this, and may end 
here, if the Lord in mercy do not — to prevent it: ſo. 

that, though men vvere turned meer Gallio's, as to the intereſt 
of Chriſt, and Religion in the World, yea turned enemies there- 
to; yet, no man repreſenting things to himſelf as they are, and 
vveighing theſe tumultuous tranſactions, in the ballance of reaſ- 
on, or —— their obvious tendency and import; if 
he retain rhe ſpirit of a true English -· man, if he conſult the ho- 
nour of his nation, it he truely love his Majeſty, and wish the 
ſtability of his throne, but muſt, not onely look upon himſeFf, 
as obligedto withdraw, from all concurrence in this war; but 
interpoſe in his ſtation, to deliver King and Court, lapſed 
into this moral madneſſe, from the occecation 6f this 
fury, whereby, in their indeliberation and rage , they are 
pulling ruine upon themſelves and the nation, by drawing the 
ſword. 

I know very well. in all I have ſaid upon this head of Intereſl, 
Ishall, be looked upon as groſſely miſtaken in my hypotheſes; be- 
cauſe, what l account intereſt and the thing to be chiefly re- 
guarded, and earneſtly contended for, hath not a being at 
all in the Albe of our new politicks ; nay, ſomething is ſub- 
ſtirut in it's place, as inconſiſtent with, ſo natively 
deſtructive of it: And therefore all theſe diſſwaſives dedu- 
ced from the head of Intere# as | have ſtated it, muſt with 
the hypotheſis evanish as of no conſideration or weight, 
to diſſwade from our preſent enterpriſe. It will be readi- 
ly graunted by all, that if the old Iutereſi of England, viz, 
the preſervation of Religion, in it's reformation , where- 
to by the good hand of our God upon us we had attained, the 
ſafety and good of the people , the ancient ſplendor and glo- 
ry of the Nation, the juſt freedome and liberry of Parlia- 
ments, the deſireable harmony betwixt his Majeſty and 
them, to the doing of all things (eſpecially things of ſuch mo- 
ment, as a war, wherein there is an aſſociation with an old 

enemy 
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enemy to the English Nation and Intereft, and an engagement , 
againſt our ancient friends, deprecating, with all the ſubmiſſeneſſe 
which became a State, our diſpleaſure, and entreating in a moſt 
obliging manner our covenanted aſſiſtance, againſt an enemy, by 
vvhom, if he conquer them. we are ctus hed, our poſterity alſo & 
all our precious intereſts are expoſed unto the danger of utter 
ruine) with joint conſent and mutual ſatisfaction, whereby the 
cheerful concurrence of all his Majeſty's ſubjects is aſſured, by 
which means alſo, he himſelf is beloved and honoured at home. 
feared and reguarded by the nations abroad, the ſecuri ty, ſatis- 
faction, trade & treaſure of che nation, is enſured & promoted. &c. 
If Imiereft be conſidered as comprehenſive of, & conſtitut by theſe 
& the like; then no doubt, it muſt be yeelded, that the conſidera- 
tions evincing the manifeſt oppoſition of the preſent engage - 
ment to all theſe, have a ſufficiency of weight, to diſſwade from a 
further progreſſe in this unhappily begun war, yea perſwade a re- 
treat. which were certainly a more glorious victory, becauſe de- 
monſtrative tothe World, that — and paſſions had not the 
aſcendent of our reaſon, then if our ſword were bathed and our 
hands embrewed in the blood of theſe againſt whom iris now 
drawn and ſtretched out; yea this were a more certain way, to a 
ſafe victory over them (1 meanan overcoming them with kinde- 
neſſe to a cheerful condeſcendence unto, and a ready compli- 
ance with all our juſt demands) then ever we can expect, as the 
idue of ſo unrighteous and irreligious a war. But if ſomewhar 
elſe be ſubſtitut ia the place of that, which the vviſeſt have hith- 
erto judged the Intereſt of the nation, I muſt graunt, I have 
miſſed the marke at vvhich l aimed, and confeſſe, that my con- 
ſiderations are not appoſite diſſyvaſives, from vvhat is novv dri- 
ven. But yyhat can this be? Some may think the thing aimed 
at, vvhich with it's ſeeming deſireableneſſe hath dazeled us into 
this diſtraction, hath by our procedour ſo obviouſly diſcovered it 
ſelf, that it can no longer eſcape obſervation: It's plain his 
Maj, aimeth at being ablolute and deſigneth to rule the nation, 
independently from the advice of Packs » Which are now 
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locked upon, rather as an encumberance to him, in che exer - 
ciſe of his royal goverment, and an ecclipſe of that glory, 
which he judgeth competent fora Prince, then any real ſupport 
to his royal authority and gteatneſſe: In plain English, the 
French Goverment is affected by our English Court, which we 
ſuppoſe can never be ſufficiently illuſtrious, while there muſt 
be lech an unbecoming dependence upon Parliaments, fot piti- 
ful ſubſidies and ſummes to be raiſed by their order, to maintain 
our royal grandure: This Which hath been ſo inſupportable a 
yoke, upon the neck of out royal Anceſtors, whereby they have 
been bound tothe good behaviour, tyed up, reſtrained,-yea 
often, tograrify rheir ſubjects humor , in order to thegaining 
their wins for a ſubſidy, have been neceſſitat, and compelled 
to croſſe their own royal inclination , and commit a rape upon 
their pleaſure; this yoke, weſay, muſt once for all be burſt and 
broken, and this badge of limited ſoveraignity, be buried in 
the final diſcharge of ſuch Parliaments : The diſpoſe of the 
Treaſure aſwel as the Militia of the nation, muſt be in our own 
hand, then, and not before, will we be in caſe, as becometh, 
to live in royal ſplendor, to give ſuteable rewards for fignal ſer- 
vices, without being obnoxious to have account asked of us, or 
the queſtion put, how we ſpend our treaſure; to keep under 
and crush petulant inſolents at home, and chaſtiſe proud ene- 
mies abroad: In a word, Stat pro ratione voluntas in ſtate affairs, 
as we have arrogat it, in Church, matters (which is the more 
wicked and moſt dareing attempt of the two) is the great#intereſt, 
and that which we will and muſt have: This is the darling 
and Diana of the Court, to which all the other true intereſts 
of the English Nation muſt be ſacrificed. If ſo, the ſcheme 
I graunt is changed: But is it credible, that infatuation it ſelf, 
can fixe us in this reſolution ? Truely the Univerſe of reaſon 
doth reclaime : The deſperatneſſe of ſuch an enterpriſe hath 
made wiſe men shut their eyes, upon all probabilities of it's in- 
rendment, and ſtop theireares, at all reports and ſuggeſtions 
which were aſſertive of the Court's hatching ſuch acockatrice , 


ALE. * 
Sd '/ FX, 


as caluranies ; ſince reaſon did repugne and abhorreir, as the 

eſt deviation from it's conduct. and moſt deſperat courſe, in 

the undertaker, imaginable ; but yet men cannot alwayes shut 

their eyes, he vvho ſtoppeth his eare at the reports of another. 

cannot with the ſame facility, abandon or give the defiance to 
his own reaſon. 

It is not neceſſar for my preſent purpoſe, to make a perfect 
enumeration ofall things, which may perſwadeand put beyond 
debate, that this is the Court aim; bur if ir muſt needs be graunt- 
ed, by what hath been ſaid, that there is a cleare and undeni- 
able oppoſition , betwixt engaging in this war with the French, 
againſt the Dutch, and all the true intereſts of England, ſacred 
and civil; then our precipitation into this engagement, giveth 
ashrewd ſuſpicion , that vve are onely prevailed yvith , and 
overcome by this conſideration, to aſſiſt the French againſt the 
Dutch; that weasa requital, onely commenſurable to that ſer- 
vice, may have the French aſſiſtance, ſor raſing the foundati- 
ons of England's liberty, and ſubſtituting our ovvn luſt, in the 
place of it's Magnecbarta: This deſigne bath made all eſſayes for 
peace on the Dutch their part inſignificant, and harh perſyyad- 
ed above all other conſiderations , unto this aſſociation vvith 
the French: And truely the things vvhich at firſt vyere onel 

ed under, as acts of male-adminiſtration, vvithout the ſuf: 
picion of a further deſigne, then vvhat the impetuouſneſſe of our 
luſts,cileing the eyes of our reaſon,drove us to, will noyy yyhen 
reflected upon, and collared vvith preſent practices and future 
appeatances, amaſe men at the maligne aſpect they have upon 
England's liberty. 
Ineed not involve my ſelf into the labyrinth, of recollecting 
all things in the Court's procedour and practice, ſince his Ma. 
jeſties return, unto this preſent day; or compare them vvith 
this project, and conſider the nativeneſſe of their tendency to 
the production of this monſter. Let his Maj. carriage, in refe- 
rence to his Parliament be a little inquired into, and ſee, if it 


vvill not put the thing beyond debate. At his firft entry, the 
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Parliament which called him home, muſt be diſſolved, and in 
lieu of another reward for that great ſeryice , they are diſmiſ- 
ſed with this complement, viz. his May; will have them known 
and honoured to poſterity, by the name, of, Bea Pacifict : well 
then, Englands bleſſed Parliaments have their period and exeunt,at 
his May-entry to his royal Goverment: What then cometh next? 
(ir's fit to be ſilent, where experience ſpeaketh that, whichif ir 
were told in it's moſt ſobet dreſſe, might argue the ſpeaker to be 
prompted by malice) But what could be the cauſe of this difſolu- 
tion? It's obvious enough for whatever exceſſe of loyalty appear - 
ed in haſtening home his Majeſty , and inſtalling him in the Go- 
verment, without ſufficient ſecurity for Religion and liberty, (an 
error inthe firſt concoction) yet there were many amongſt them, 
who being good Patriots, and worthy Statſemen, could neyer 
have been overcome, to a compliance with ſuch a deſigne, nor 
to the countenancing of our other extravagancies; and there- 
fore as an unfit wet be our work they muſt be laid afide, and a 
new one called. The Court in the mean time perceiving , how 
yaine expectations of Halcion-dayes, had beſotted the nation, 
into a deep inconſideration of what did belong to it's Peace and 
Proſperity, and obſerving, how there were none now to pee 
or move the wing, ma the Court current; But whatſoever 
the King did, either pleaſed all the people, or the more prudent 
were under a neceſſity in this univerſal diſtraction, ro diſſemble 
their diſpleaſure, and ſuffer, without ſaying or doing any thing 
to the contrair, dangerous encroachments and breaches to be 
made upon their liberty, though the purport of theſe was mani- 
feſt ; forgetting the old maxime ob/a principiit, &. The Court 1 
ſay perceiving this to be the remper, or rather giddineſſe of the 
nation, do not ſtick at breach of priviledge, in the eleQion of 
members for the following Parliament , which was ſo palpable 
and groſſe, as of the bulk, when gathered together, it might 
well have been ſaid, that in ſtead of our old renowned Parlia- 
ments without a parallel in the world, for free · ſpirited noble 
Patridts, we had got a Court. unc, and the privileges of the Peo- 
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People, and intereſt of the nation, put in the hand of thoſe, whe 
would be prodigal & profuſe,to a boundleſſeneſſe, as of the Eſtate 
and Treaſure otthe Kingdome ſo of it's more valuable liberty & 
precious concernes: Now | shall be loath, to trace them in their 
wilde deviations and odd extrayagancies; but the nation muſt be- 
hold with the teare in their eye, ¶ & it may be, ſome of the inſtru. 
ments of their miſerie, being cured of their formerFrenzy, &awak- 
ed out oftheit lethargy, by the ery es of the oppreſſed, & the noiſe 
of the ruine of the nation, in vvhoſe rubbish they themſelves are 
like to be buried, as a recompence ofvvhat they are guilty of, a- 
gainſt the honour and intereſt of their countrey, ſigh out their 
had we wi) their liberties and eſtats in the hand ot ſuch, as re- 
folye to run to all the exceſſes, to which the Court - riot will drive 
them: There, is without more debat, a ſurrender ofthe Militia to 
his May: And though they ſeem to retain the key of the Nati- 
on's treaſure; yet it is not ſo much to lock it up, and keep it in 
the poſſeſſion of the juſt proprietors, as in eſſect ſo to ſquiſe the 
Kingdome, as it the ſole purpoſe of their convocation had been, 
to fall upon inventions, and finde out middes, how to extract 
all the Spirits of the nation, and leave it a caput mortuum, where- 
in they shewed themſelves ſuch Maſters of Art, that no man can 
remember, how they drained the Kingdome , to the drieingup 
ofit's ſubſtance, and what vaſt ſummes were collected and ex- 
rorted, vvithout judging the determination difficult, vyhither 
their monſtruous folly in giving, or the Court's prodigious and 
incredible profuſeneſſe, in lavishing out, vvaſting and throvv- 
ing avvay that treaſure, be matter of moſt amatement? Hovv- 
ever, as this is ſure, if England had been invaded by a forreigne 
enemy , they might at a lovver rate, have bought them- 
ſelves into a State of liberty, from the conquerours bondage, 
then vvhat hath been exacted ot them, for no other purpoſe, — 
to make their bonds ſtrong; ſo this is alſo certain, that if the 
ſummes collected for the Court, yyere computed, and the total 
compared, vvith their preſent pinching penury, it vvould to- 


gether vvith the nation, aſtonish the vvorld, hoyy ſuch a — 
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ſure, in ſo short time could have been dilapidat; unleſſe on puc- 
poſe shoveled in the ſea, or ſvvept avvay by an inviſible, curſe ; 
Bur the thing vvhich | mainly marke here, is, the connexion 
this carreer of Parliament hath , vvith the advance of our project- 
ed abſolutneſſe: The nation finding themſelves thus exacted up- 
on, and betrayed to the Court's avarice by the guardians of their 
liberty, do univerſally hate the Parliament, as betrayers of 
their truſt, & ſacrificers of their Iatereſl, to an inſatiable luſt: Thus, 
that vvhich uſed to be the darling of the People, is become the 
common deteſtation of the nation; yvhichthe Court perceiving, 
and knovving hovv this did haſten their deſigne to it's maturity , 
having ſet them a going, keep them in motion: The generality 
beingby theſe means grieved and vexed, ſome feyy, vVho shared 
the ſpoil,onely excepted; and the more prudent and Religious 
part ofthe nation, vvho could have digeſted yyith more patience, 
the loſſe of their eſtats, muſt, ro complet their miſery,finde them- 
ſelyes by theſe miſchiefs, vvhich vvere framed into layvs, de- 
rived of purely diſpenſed ordinances, and robbed of their faith- 
Miniſters, reformation overturned, vaine abjured Prelacy , 
vvith all it's concomitant plagues reintroduced, thouſands of 
faithful Miniſters, driven in one day, from feeding the Flocks 
of Chriſt, they and their people expoſed, to the implacable ma- 
lice of the Court, & debauched Clergy , vvhereby the Parliament 
drew upon themſelves , as the enacters & decre'ers of ſuch abo- 
minations and cruelties, the hatred of all the lovers of Religion 
and righteouſneſſe: This being brought to paſſe, ſome Court - 
Trappans, are prompted, to deal vvith the fanaticks fas they 
called them) of ſeyeral perſwaſions, ſome mult paſſe for great 
friends to the Presblieriaus, others to the Independents, Fc. And 
the work of theſe is, torepreſent his Majeſty, as yery propiti- 
ous and fayourable to men of tender conſciences, and that what 
he did, was not ſo much from an innate propenſeneſſe to perfe- 
cut good men, as from a ſorced and neceſſitat compliance, with 
his more rigid and implacable Parliament, from whom, unleſſe 
he went alongs with them, in paſſing ſuch acts as they were ** 


ſed to make, and give way at leaſt to the execution of them he 
could not expect that they would appeare zealous and foreward 
in the ſupply of his wants: yea, his Majeſty was repreſented as ſo 
reluctant to execut theſe ſevere laws with rigour, that he was in 
haſard, by an exceſſe of lenity , and indulgence, not onely to 
fall under a miſtake with his Parliament, prejudicial to his affairs; 
bur by the ſame means, to expoſe his own, and their Autho- 
rity to contempt; and that theſe things might not appeare, what 
they were, indeed pure fidious; ſome of the leading men of 
theſe parties, are admitted to kiſſe his Majeſties hand, and have 
ſomething with a ſmile ſuggeſted ro them, whereby they went a- 
vvay, giddy and intoxicat with vaine expectations. Now it is, 
our good and graciow King , but our evil and cru Parliament: Thus 
the ſujects, in ſtead of being tender, as of old. of Parliaments, begin 
not onely to be little ſolicitous, what contempt the Court caſt up- 
on them; but can behold with ſatisfaction, theſe trampled up- 
on, who had trode under foot the honour of the nation: Now 
men begin to think and ſay , it were better for us, to be under, and 
beare with the infirmities of one King, who is placable and exor- 
able, then under the maligne influence of ſuch a conglobat con- 
ſtellation of Tyrants, from the ſcorchings of whoſe rigours and 
rage, the shadow of our Prince, even when he interpoſeth, 
is not a ſufficient shelter. The Court with much ſatisfaction ob- 
ſerve theſe male. contents and murmurings, as exactly quadrat- 
ing with their deſigne, and laugh amongſt themſelves, to ſee 
the poor people tertiſied and tremble, at the meeting together of 
our Parliament, as of a company, who had conſpited their 
ruine and bondage: Mell, after they have ſerved the Court, in 
pillaging the K ingdome, and brought it to poverty (which car- 
rieth alongſt with it, a baſeneſſe and lowneſle of ſpirit) and 
have in a few yeers, ſquandred away and ſucked out. for ſatiating 
the court, more of it's ſubſtance and treaſure, then had been be- 
ſtowed upon all the k ings, which have reigned in England theſe 
hundred y eers (beſide che manifold miſeries, which during this 
time, befel the nation, by — » ſword, fire, inunda- | 
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ions , the decay of trade, &c.) are not —— by the na... 
tion, as the Vulture which hath torne out it's bowels, gnawed 
it's noble parts, and having (by dishing up their countrey into a 
conſame, for curing the Court of it's deſperatly incurable leanneſſe) 
turned the whole into a complete skeleron; but alſo deſpiſed by 
the Court, when they can ſet nothing before them, to ſatiat 
their appetit, but the drie bones of adiſireſſed nation, drained of 
all it's marrow & moiſture, are, without the peoples tegret, pro- 
rogued with a frovvne. Vet ſuch vvas the knovvn penury — 
Court, as every one began to think, ſince the extremity of their 
vvant called for a preſent ſupply, that neceſſity vvould (becauſe 
they could not call them together before the time appointed) 
force his May : to diſſolve them, and emit vvrits for calling a 
nevv Parliament. when, behold on a ſudden, to the amaſe ment of 
all men (excepting ſuch vvho vvere privy to the myſtery) there is 
a nevv prorogation, in all it's circumſtances (vyhich for brevity l 
paſſe) ſo declarative of our deſigne, that the Parliament it ſelf, by 
vvhoſe means the nation vvas novy reduced to this miſerable 
condition; muſt at length avvake, and ſee themſelves laid aſide, 
as a broken veſſel, vvherein, he vvho formed them, had no more 
— and together yviththem, vve have a fairvvell to Par- 
iaments: In a vvord, our deſigne muſt at laſt ſet up it's head, 
and diſcover it ſelf, things are come to theit juſt maturity: 
Novv vviſe men ſee, that a vyar vvith the Dutch, and a conjuncti- 
on with the French, as the ſole and proper expedient, to finish 
what is brought to ſuch ripeneſſe, is inevitable: If the mil- 
lions, ſor vöhich vve are become ſtipendiary to the King of 
France, vvill not ſerve the turn, we will both give the nation, 
a foretaſt of vvhat vve intend for them, by shutting the ex- 
chequer; and vvhen Parliaments can do. no more, make 
a trial, vvhat the unaccuſtomed yveight of abſolute ſoveraigni. 
ty can ſquiſe from them; and alſo furnish our ſelves, with 
a ſufficiency , for carrying on our deſigne : If a project of 
abſolure foveraignity be not fairly deduceable from theſe 
courſes , and if his Majeſty be not engaged beyond a retreat. 
ro 
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to hold on, vvhen he hath run ſo great a length, as he knoweth 
even this Parliament (how much more a new one) would de- 
clare againſt, condemne, ſeek how to redreſſe what is paſt, and 
— prevent ſuch exorbitancies for the future, let wiſe men 
judge. 

Bur ſuppoſe the deſigne be, from theſe and many ſuch things, 
demonſtrable beyond denyal, do not the difficulties, yea moral 
impoſſibilities, which ſeem to lie in the way of it's accomplish- 
ment, perſwade to a ſurceaſe, phohibit the attempt, and ſe- 
cure the nation from the feare of ſo fatal · like an enterpriſe? Sure, 
the funeſt conſequences of windeing up ſoveraignity a pegge too 
highe, are too fresh and recent, to be quite foregotten; and can 
theſe be remembred, without foreſeing what ĩs like to follovv 
upon our — peing at, an every vvay abſolute ſoveraignity (little 
different from a Turkish Tyranny) over a free · ſpirited people, 
generouſly emulous above all other Kingdomes, of the 

lory of a free nation, vyhich hath been worthily contended 
or, and nobly maintained by our Antceſtors ? It can neither be 
hid from his Majeſty, nor the men of this contriveance,. 
hovv this cannot be fixed upon and followed, without reſolv- 
ing, notonely to involve the nation once more in a bloody 
war; but to delete and extinguish all true English · men, without 
leaving a man, who retaineth, as more yalueable then his life, 
the noble diſpoſition of the nation, unpatient of Tyrranny, be- 
cauſe above ſlavery: Vea, ſuppoſe the French King should, in lieu 
of our gallant ſouldiers now ſent, or rather baſely ſold to ſup- 
port this Tyranny, and ſubſerve his furthet deſignes, after we had 
deſtroyed our ovvn ſubjects, ſend us over thouſands of his 
French paiſants, born under this yoke, to be a ſeed of baſtard. 
English-ſlaves , he is not ſure but the nature of the ſoile and: 
Clime might change their quality: But laying aſide the deſ. 
peratneſſe of this deſigne, and. the conſiderations of the cruel- 
ties it would drive us to,betore vve vvere ſo ſetled, that we yvere 
beyond feare of being shaken , doth nothing ot danger to the 
contri ver, appeate inthe underiaking? The men of this counſel, 
13 cannot 
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cannot be ignorant . that if a war be raiſed upon this heads it 
muſt end in the perfe& and final overthrow of one of the parties 
(and are they invulnerable?) eſpecialy , conſidering , that the 
ſubjeas are now made ſenſible , how vain it is any more to 
truſt Court-Oaths, covenants, ox any affurance of the like na- 
ture, which will , or can be given, and that not onely becauſe 
of a practical breach of faith; bur becauſe, it is become a Court 
maxi me, and a principle in our new politicks, that no Oath, 
covenant, orpromilſe, given by, ot elicit from his Maj. by his 
ſubjeas, in a time of war betwixt them, bindeth him longer, 
then he is incaſe, with his owa ſafety, to tell them, it was re- 
bellion to require it, and to make them know, and finde he 
is able to break it;yeairmay be, to małe all ſtrong, and free him 
from the guilt of perjury for doing ſo, nulla fider cum hereticis, 
may be made uſe ofin it's ſeaſon. 

But theſe things ſcem to be digeſted with us, and as they have 
been of no weight or merit , to diſſwade from the contrive- 
ance ; ſo, if they Should demurre us in the execution 
of our purpoſe , it would argue an irreſolution , puſilla- 
nimity and lowneſle of ſpirit, whereof we reſolye not to 
be guilty: Rub/conem trajecimus , jafta eff alea, the ſtravving 
of our vvay vvith the dead bodies of ſuch inſolents, as dare 
mutter their diſſatistaction , or more manifeſty ſeek to marre, 
or ſet themſelves 10 oppoſe this glorious deſigne, of pure 
abſolutene ſſe, is reſolved upon, and if vve be neceſſitat to 
open our vvay vvith the ſword, to this domination, yve are 
ſufficiently provided, and in caſe fot it; ſo that on all accounts 
vve may promiſe our ſelves, either no oppoſition, ox ſo yyeak, as 
vvill.rather encourage (having thereby ſome colour of juſ- 
tice to cut off at once & for ever,ſuch,vyho dare attempt to croſle 
our royal inclinations) then be able to advance their oppoſition, 
to a making of our enterpriſe difficult, let be deſperat: What 
Should diſſyvade or divert,where there is nothing of reſiſtance to 
be feared?tor firſt,the Clergy of the nation having proſtitur their 
Conſcience, toſerye ourluſt , that, without more bebate, our 
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royal pleafure is to them the law , even in things ſacred), and 
knowing their dependence upon us , is ee and operari,they will 
de ſo far our pleaſure in Civils, that we have enſur- 
ed their aſſiſtance, in enſlaving the nation; and as they have be- 
nummed their conſcience , into an acquieſcence to our will, in 
the matters of God; ſo we can eaſily command them, in deſpite 
of reaſon and — , topalliat, whatever of rage may be in 
the proſecution of our deſigne, with ſome colour of either ne- 
ceſſity or juſtice. As for the fanaticks , the diviſion which Jal/an 
the Apoſtat endeavoured to creat and keepup amongſt Chriſti- 
ans, cem timeret plalem, is, an eaſy work forus: Their 
own mutual animoſities, jealouſies, diffidenee and ſtrivings, 
gi ve us rather matter of encouragment, then feare: Bur beſids, 
we have under colour of grace and favour, drawn off, ſome 
leading fanaticks, to accept of our pardon, whereby, as the 
multitude of their old followers, have not the ſame confidence, 
to communicat counſels with them, about creating us any diſ- 
turbance ſo, the perſons thus decoyed, have more reguard to 
their own ſafety (knowing how eaſily we can novv reach them) 
then either to ſpeake, or ſuffer themſclves to be ſpoke to, in 
theſe matters: And for the generality of the fanaticks, our late 
tudulgence will ſofar attain it's end, as to charme them ĩnto a ſo - 
— we are put out of doubt, by theſe ſolemne acknow- 
edgements, which have been made, and thanks vvhich have 

been given us, for ſuch an expreſſion of our royal bounty, and 
clemency; ( poor dreamers !) & vvithal, for a perfect ſecurity, 
from the counter · vorkings of the feyy more reſtleſſe and impla- 
cable ſort of fanaticks, vve have, by the Miniſtrie of ſome of the 
ſame Spirit and temper, (for this very purpoſe, on our part, ad- 
mitted to our favour) made ſure, that nothing Shall be hatched 
amongſt them, vvhich shall not be heard by us, fo, as vve may 
crush it erg it can crawl out of it's shell; ſeing the perſons admir- 
ted to this grace, muſt maintain the credit they have got, by giv- 
ing us notice, atleaſt when enquired at, of all they knovv; and 
as each of theſe (being perſons of different perſyyafions, and 
becauſe 
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becauſe of their old and late grudgings and jarrings, eaſily emou: 
lous ot one another's court) will endeayour, to recommend him - 
ſelfuntous, as moſt worthy of our favour , by ſtriving , who Fall 
bring over moſt of his party, profeſſedly to accept of our pardon; 
when we are at leiſure to give it; ſo, they will be caretul rocom- 
mend, and make themſelves conſiderable hy their intelligence 
for which end, we not onely allow them to entertain their ol 
familiarity , and known intimacy with their party; but we mains 
rain and keep them in caſe, to have each his inſtruments, by 
whom, he may be fully informed, of whatever paſſeth amongſt 
his old aſſociats : And the jealouſy, that each of theſe two prin- 
cipal agents, hath, that either his court and credit with us, will 
lower, then the other's, iſ he mantain it not with an equa» 
lity of ſervice; or that the other might, in order to the making 
of himſelf moſt conſiderable, reveal lome things, not onely of 
his own party, that dependeth more directly upon him; but 
of what were adoing or deſigning alſo, in the party,and amongſt 
the intimats ot the other, will make both very open hearted, in 
diſcovering the utmoſt of what they know: As this, I fay, will 
be the procedour of theſe perſons ; ſo the certain knowledge 
hereof , will create ſuch diſtruſt and difidence amongſt the more 
prudent ofthe fanaticks, as will cur of all communication of 
counſels upon this head; ſince they will be jealous, that there 
may be, in the moſt ſelect number, ſome, whoſe ſervice in diſ- 
covering whatever paſſeth, is enſured to either, or both of the 
tyvo, vvhom vvee vvould never daigne to ſee, ifit vvere not, that 
with their eyes we might ſee into the boſomes — fraternity. 
As ior the Ancient nobility and Gentry of the nation, moſt 
of them being old or worne out, who would have counted it 
more honourable to have died in the quarrel , then to have ſur- 
vived the liberty of their counttey, which muſt be now ſwallow- 
ed up in our abſolut ſoveraignity, and the few who remain, 
ſeing the diſeaſe deſperat, are more like, in their deſpondency, 
to chuſe, to ſigh out the teſt ot their miſerable dayes, in ſuch a 
lot, as our abſoluteneſſe will carye out for them; then expoſe 
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felyes to certain ruin by to oppoſe , when there is nei- 
ther hope nor humane ility of putt ing a ſtop to this new 
ſetlement : And for the young Nobility and Gentry, can grapes 
be gathered off thiſtles We have not onely ſecured our ſelves 
from their oppoſition, but enſured their aſſiſtance: For care hath 
been taken, to traine them up, and habituat them, beyond a re- 
treat, to all manner of lewdneſſe and licentiouſneſſe of liſe; ſo 
that morality , is the matter ottheir ſcorne , hatred and deteſ- 
tation, as high and unheard of flagitious practices, are the matter 
of their boaſting : Now can it be expeded. that ſuch who count 
itaglory to be delivered from the bonds (or as they judge it the 
bondage) of morality , will ſtrugle for the liberty of their nation, 
and contend for the preſervation of Religion, eſpecialy knowing, 
that if the nation were again, what it once was, they would ei- 
ther be conſtrained, to telinquish theſe wicked courſes, to which 
they have devoted themſelves or be looked upon, and carried 
towards, as the filth and offſcourings of the generation, onely 
fit for the dung ill? No, ve are ſure oftheſe beyond heſitation: 
As our play-houſes have been Accademies for Satan, wherein 
this young generation of Gallants, have commenced his Dif 
ciples,and mancipat their ſouls to his yoke, bleſſing themſelves 
in this ſubjection, as true liberty ; ſo, they have laid aſide 
and loſt by the ſame means, all ſenſe of true honour, vertue, 
and love forthe proſperity & real privileges of their countrey, 
Now giving and graunting , there are a conſiderable num- 
ber of perſons , neither tainted with vice , nor wholly 
laid aſide by the former conſiderations, whom we gan ne- 
ver gaine to a compliance with our deſigne , yet, we are ſure 
they will not move nor dare to appeare, to prevent or op- 
poſe us, in the proſecution of our purpoſe ; ſeing they know, 
that upon the leaſt ſurmiſe or whiſpering of this nature, we 
would pretend a preſent neceſſity to go to Armes. and they ate 
not ignorant, how by our providence and foreſight, for ſe. 
curing the ſuc ceſſe of this undertaking, we have put our ſelves in 
gapacity, to ſacriſice to the 2 of our abſoluteneſſe, 
the 
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the lives of all vho will run the riſek of oppoſing it. And this 
leadeth me to ſpeake a little to the care that hath been had, and 
the courſes which have been taken, to ſecure the end, before an 
n entry was made in the way leading to it: Firſt, all places 

of reuftand power, are put in the hands of ſuch perſons, as will 
by choice and — wr be true to our intereſt; knowing, that 
we cannot ſuccumb in the enterpriſe , but they muſt ſink and be 
crushed with us: Secondly, we are not onely ſure of the aſſiſ- 
tance of all our loyal and faithful ſubjects, our boſome confi- 
dents , the Roman Catholicks, but as they are beyond beleef nu- 
merous, by the courſes we have taken to encourage them; ſo 
they are provided, and in ſuch readineſſe to riſe, that yyith dif- 
ficulry they are kept back; and the aſſurance they have ot our 
being true to our deſignation, viz defender of their faith, and to 
our Ghoſtly father's intereſt, who ſignaliſed his ſon's fidelity, 
with this title, maketh them as intirely ours, as they know us 
to be theirs: "Thirdly , our new magazine at W#adſore Caſtle, our 
faithful and loyal ſubject that Irish Papiſt, vvhom we have 
made real governour of the Tower (torSr. John Robinſon , is an 
inſignificant nominal; but the leſſe ſigniſicant, the better, when 
joined with a ſecond , deſigned or ſole ſignificancy) our new 
fort at Graveſend (built upon another pretenſe) will all ſerve to 
keep the city, (if it be thought fit to ſave it from being burnt the 
ſecond time) the head of all the inſurrection , or trouble we 
feare, either quiet, or vve vvill be in caſe to liberat our ſelves 
of our feares, by cutting it off; and to guard effectually, againſt 
a may bept a miſcarriage in this enterpriſe , we have made ſure the 
power of France, whereby we will be eafily able, to over- 
— what might prove too difficult for us, to overcome 
y our ſelves : The great predominant conſideration , 
which hath contrair the perfwaſion of all the old intereſt 
of England, determined us to a conjunction with them, in 
this war againſt the Dutch; whoſe landing we have ſecured in 
our cheife Cinque ports; and now the myſtery of 7 fortifi- 
cation is unridled: Their ſetting foot on English ground is made 
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eaſy; not onely, becauſe they have our English Fleet to con. 
vey them, and one of the chief ſtrengths of England to receive 
them ; but under colour of guarding the coaſts againſt our Dutch 
enemies; we have raiſed ſo many forces, as will ſerve to welcome 
our French friends, and they togerher, will give an opportunity 
for the reſt, whoare impatient of a delay, to draw to a head; 
fo that, what with the number of Atheiſts and Papiſts vve have 
already vvithin our ſelves, and vvhat by their daily encreaſe 
(for vve expect a flovving in upon England, , 8s a Torrent, the 
feum of the Popish vermine, out of all nations abroad, inanſyyer 
to our invitation of ſtrangers , eſpecialy , ſeing , vvhat vve have 
hinred of liberty and protection to the Popish Religion, in that 
our declaration, vvill be very vvell underſtood by our ſagacious 
friends abroad, as it is at home knovyvn to be a plain declaration 
of our purpoſe , to ſetle Popery, as the publick profeſſion of the 
nation; from vvhich, nothing hath hutherro vvithheld us, bur 
vvant of pow et) we are ſure (| ſay) with theſe not onely to make 
our ſelves formidable, to all who would oppaſe us; but alſo to 
be able, to cover almoſt in one day, the very face of the nation, 
and cut in peeces at once, all whom we ſuſpect, to be guilty of 
an inclination contrair to our royal pleaſure; and vve are ſure, 
the execution of our commands, shall be in the hand of ſuch, who 
with a tygerish keeneſſe, vvill execute out vvill: What then can 
appeare able to ſtand in the vvay, or put us to a difficulty, in 
eſſectuating our purpoſe? | 
I knoyy the more prudent in the nation, vvill readily appre- 
hend, vyhen they conſider, vvhat a vaſt treaſure the Court hath 
deyoured , and hovy they have ſo habituat themſelves to 
this 3 profuſeneſſe, as they may aſſoon ceaſe tò be, 
as ceaſe to change their way; And when withall they per- 
ceive , how, vvhile they are ſuch, that all vvayes of ſatiating 
this boundleſſe appetit are impoſlible{(for Parliaments can do noe 
more; yea this very Parliament, if called together for that pur- 
poſe, hovv probable is it that inſtead of a nevy ſlretch to give 
more, not one ly the diſgraceful receiving of the French 2 
OG K 2 but 
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{ _ bur the Court's medling with the treaſure of the nation, and deſ- 
| rroying it's trade and credit by that ſtop, without a precedent, 
t upon the Exchecquer, vvould be ted by them) that the 
Tourt is engaged and reſolved to lay them aſide, and uſurp for 
tte future, a pure abſoluteneſſe : They have created to them · 
ſelves this neceſſity: For it is not imaginable that a vvay novv can 
be found out, beſids this deſperat expedient , hoyy both his 
Majeſties debts shall be payed, and the Court maintained, as 
it hath been theſe yeers paſt, (though yyith much lefſe luſtre, 
then the illuſtrious Courts of England , famous formerly 
through the World, for their magnificent plenty, ſumptuous 
entertainment, and numerous retinue; yyhen the revenue of 
the crovvn vvas ſcarce the halfe of vvhat it novv is: Neither 
were theſe Kings treaſures empty ; ſo that the vaſtneſſe of our 
preſent yeerly revenue, beyond what former Kings had, with 
the incredible ſummes, which have, partly been given, partly 
exacted and ſquiſed from the People, the penury of the Court, 
while it's bill of fare is abrid almoſt to a baſeneſſe, make 
men ſtand agaſt and inquire at the wayes , how this treaſure 
is ſpent? Whether it be hoorded up, as ſome ſuſpect , or 
by the vrhirle - vvinde of an inviſible curſe ſyveeped avvay 
vvbich many beleeve) if any remaine ſtill obſtinatly incredu- 
lous, notvvithſtanding of vvhat is ſaid to diſcover this to be 
the deſigne, and hovv, vvhat vve are novv doing, is, in order 
to the bringing of our purpoſe to paſſe, all the evil Iwish him, 
is, that the Court to vvhom he hath ſo much charity, do not 
cure him of this diſtemper, by deſtroying hisoyyn , together 
vvith the nations intereſt. 
There is one thing vvhich maketh all that's ſaid, for convincing 
incredulity it ſelf of this Court deſigne, not onely paſſe fora 
oundleſſe conjecture , bur for the malicious product of ſome 
raſtick, & a bold forgery of a petulant male content yiz. That 
ſuppoſe his Maj. if he knew how handſomely to accomplish it, 
were paſſionatly deſirous to hy aſide Parliaments ; yer conſider- 
ing what aſſiſtance he behoyed to have, in diſſolving that happy 
frame of goyerment , under which the nation hath floorished ſo 
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long, to the envy & terror of all it's enemies, yet his Maj. cannot 
— — by making uſe of ſuch 2 hover in ſtead of at- 
raining the propoſed abſoluteneſſe, the crown doth really fall 
from his head, and he precipitars himſelf into the ditch of a moſt 
baſe and abominable ſervitude : For ſince the inſtruments chiefly 
to be made uſe of, for carrying on this deſperar defigne , muſt be 
the Roman Catholicks at home and abroad; their fidelity and af- 
fiſtance cannot be aſſured ar a lower rate , or upon any other 
rermes, then by ſetling the Romis h Idolatry as the publick profeſ- 
ſion of the nation; and if ſo, then his Maj. in ſtead of an abſolut 
. Soveraigne,becometh Rom's Tributary, holding his crown pre- 
carioufly of the Pope: Nor can his Maj. be ignorant how he is not 
to — to be in the ſame condition of ſervitude with other 
Popish Princes; —— being more purely the Popes Patrimo · 
ny then other Kingdomes, Peters pence mult be payed in recog» 
niſance of his ſuperiority, whereby King & Kiagdome is debaſed 
to hell: This one obvious conſideration.| ſay, hath made wiſe men 
(though never the wiſer for that) judge it impoſſible , that ever 
the deligne of abſoluteneſſe, could tranſport his Maj. into ſuch a 
miſtake, as to accomplish his end by this midds , there being ſo 
cloſe and cleare a connexion berwixt turning the nation into a 
— —— depury or ſubſtitut, & ſetling of 
opery as the profeſſion of the nation: It's true all perſons of un · 
derſtanding in the nation. did with ſurpriſe & amaſement behold 
how Papiſts were encouraged and countenanced, how their pro- 
feſſion ſeemed to qualifythem for places of truſt, and commend 
them to our fayour;nay good men behold with grief and horrour, 
how the favours heaped upon the lrisiRebells did amount to the 
height, of more then an interprerative ownirg, of that hor- 
rid maſſacre in Ireland , whereby the guilt of fo much in- 
nocent blood is brought upon-the throne , and his May. 
expoſed alſo by this, to share, in all the wrath and veng- 
ance, Which shall fall upon the head of ot the shedders of that 
blood, as a return ro the cry of the ſouls under the Alter, 
from him who not onely maketh inquiſition for blood, but in 
whoſe eyes the death of his Saints, is ſo precious, that he engageth 
K 3. to 
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to give them blood to drink, who have shed their's; yea it hath 
added aſtonishment to their horrour, to ſee popery ſo publickly 
profeſſed in Ireland, that the Popes Primat is as publick there, 
25 his Majeſties ; nor are their ſcooles leſſe patent, or their meer» 
ings for their idolatrous worship leſſe publick ; but whither, 
whar hath been lately done in England,doth leſſen or highten the 
amaſement, is aqueſtion:Every one thought he had ſo much reaſ- 
on to disbeleeve a deſigne of — — the nation was 
abuſed into a ſupine negligence & deep ſecurity, even whilethey 
looked on & ſaw it excreſce , to the contemning of law, & over 
toping of all other interſts; inſomuch that men for feare (forſooth) 


of loſing the repute of wiſe and — fooled themſelves for 
O 


company, either into a ſameneſs of apprehenſion , with ſuch 
maſters of reaſon, as judged this enterpriſe, on the Court's part, 
the height of folly , and the jealouly of it in others, a shal- 
lownefle of apprehenſion at beſt ; or diſſimulation of their feares, 
vyhich hath been plagued vvith a vvretched reguardleſſeneſſe, 
hovv it vvent vvith the intereſt of Chriſt ; and if novv and then 
they vvere pulled by the eare, and bid look about them, ere it 
vvas too late, by ſuch as compared the courſes taken, to propa- 
gat that abomination, and promove the Popish intereſt at home, 
vvith his Majeſty's carriage vvhen abroad, hovy he remained in- 
exorable notvvithſtanding of all entreaties, nor could he, by 
the moſt ardent and earneſt beſeechings of the proteſtants, be 
overcome toa compliance with their deſires, ot being preſent 
at their worship, frequenting in the mean time the maſs, in 
Paris, Bruſſels, Cullen, &c. Which with other things, was 
the ground of that aſſurance we had from abroad, that his 
Maj. had renounced the proteſtant Religion, the Papiſt's boaſt- 
ing everywhere very openly that his Maj. was turned Catho- 
lick, and making uſe of it as an argument to prevail with o- 
thers,whom they endeayoured to ſeduce into the ſame abomina- 


tion: TheProteſtants yyeregrieved and ſad at the certain per- 


ſvvaſion and foreſight of vvhat would follow, (though we were 
fooled into a feareleſſeneſſe) to the prejudice of the reformed 
| Reli. 
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Religion, upon his Majeſties reſtitution; yet they would reaſ - | 
on themſelyes into an obſtinatneſſe in their firit opinion, and 
though they neither did, nor could deny his Majeſties carriage 
abroad, to have been ſuch , nor yet shut their ey es upon what 
they ſaw acted at home; they would ſtill, grauating all their 
monitors premiſſes, which, being matters of fact, were 
manifeſt by their own evidence and Tight beyond adenyal, re- 
ject their inference, and upbraid for the brutishneſſe of ſuch a 
feare, — ſuch a ſetlement of popery, was inconſiſtent vvith 
policy, and utterly deſtructive of his Majeſties intereſt; ſup · 
poſing that whatever favours he heaped upon theſe unhappy 
men, would not excreſce to the prejudice of that, but be con- 
fined within the limits, vvhich his own honout, (to ſay nothing 
of what the Oath of God required of him) and the liberty of the 
nation, should have ſet to his liberality, yea for confirming them- 
ſelves in this their tenaciouſneſſe, they would both give and 
graunt (bur without ground; for he who will be falſe to the true 
and living God, vvill readily be true toafalſe; becauſe this is 
inflicted as a part of their punishment, yea adreadful part and 
plague it is upon ſuch as make Apoſtaſy, that they should be 
mad upon Idols) that his Maj. in his exile and diſtreſſe; might 
not onely, in order to the engaging of the Popish party, to en- 
deavour his reſtitution, and ſecure a maintenance to him while 
abroad, frequent their maſs, and o e the proteſtant 
aſſemblies and worship, but had beſids, given the Pope all 
poſſible aſſurances, of enſlaving the nation to Idolatry, upon 
his reſtitution, and in the higheſt and moſt ample formality , 
had renounced the Proteſtant Religion being indulged for the 
interim, upon a politick deſigne, and in order to the more ſafe 
and certain performance of his promiſe, to retain in his fami- 
ly the English ſervice-book; whereof one ſaid well, that # was an. 
Hl ſaid maſi) giving, I ſay, and graunting all this, yet the evi- 
dence his Maj. hath given, that with him it is a light matter to 
break covenants, Oaths and moſt ſolemne engagements, where- 
by his own ſoul, together with the ſouls of the whole nation, 
were 


vvere moſt explicitly and formaly bound to the moſt High, as 
altert parti contrabesti, under the pain of his dreadful diſpleaſure, 
whenthe adherence unto , or the rmance of theſe vovves, 
ſeemed to interſere with his other deſignes, ot were apprehended 
(o ſad miſtak, wyhere the error expoſeth to the ire othim, who 
cuterh of the SpiritofPrinces, and is terrible to the Kings of 
the earth) to beinconſiſtent, with his other incereſts this | ſay, 
gave them ground to over-perſwade themſelves, and becauſe 
they would have had itſo, flatter themſelves into the beleeſe; 
that ſuch promiſes would not be looked upon as obligatory, when 
they were diſcovered to beſo manifeſtly deſtructive, not onely 
of all the deare and precious concerns of his ſubjeds, but, to 
conviction, a total ecclipſe of Royal Majeſty; being really 
the debaſing of his perſon, and proſtitution of his Imperial 
crown, to be trampled upon, and trode under foot by that Ro- 
mish Beaſt. | 
But if | can do no more, for awaking ſuch to weep over, 
what their ſecurity, and the dreamings of the nation, make 
now almoſt humazitzs impeſſible to prevent; (onely with God 
all things are poſſible) | would deſite them, inthe firſt place, to 
conſider , that for Kings to be blindfolded and hurried headlong 
into this ſlavery, is nothing elſe, but what we have expreſſely 
forecold by the H. Ghoſt; and is it any thing elſe in him, to fol- 
low the drove of thoſe , Who, in like manner , have over the 
belly of the ſame perſ „Mons to che contrair, shut up themſelves 
in this houſe of bondage, and ſubjected their conſent to the 
dominion of this beaſt, this Miſtreſſe of witchcrafts, who entiſ- 
eth the Kings of the earth, to commit fornication with her, 
and having made them drunk vvith the cup ot her abominations , 
vyhich she propineth them, they ſubmit their neck, to take on 
her yoke, & give their power, to maintain her Grandure, in oppo- 
ſition to Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe ſervants are ſlaine by their ſyyord, to 
gratify & ſatiat the cruelty of this ſcarlet coloured yyhore drunk 
vyith the blood of the Saints and Martyrs ? Vea the Kings of the 
earth, are ſo beyyitched into a complacency with her fetters, & 
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intoxicat vvith hercup,to that height of madneſſe, that they yvill 
vveep & cry, Alas, Alas, at the fight of her ſmoak & burning (ſoon . 
may he and the reſt of the Kings of the earth ſee it, & vomit out at 
their eyes, the ſatisfaction they have taken, in sheding the blood 
of the Saints; if nothing elſe will be a curbe to their rage, againſt 
the Lord and his ſervants, & cure them of this — heis the 
Lord who will haſten it in it's time, and make her & them finde, 
that the Lord ho judgeth both, and avengeth the blood of his 
ſeryants, is ſtrong, when he taketh vengance, and meeteth them 
not like a man) But ſecondly, I judge, as to us, it would be 
more prudence and Religion too, to be leſſe confident in our 
politieks, not onely becauſe of the expreſſe prediction of 
this infatuation; but when we conſider, what ground there is 
of feare , that his Majeſty , in the righteous judgement of 
God, be abandoned to the advance and ſetlement of this 
abomination , contrair to his own and the nation's intereſt; 
theſe revoults from, theſe inſurrections and rebellions againſt, 
the moſt High,theſe deliberar and shamefull breaches of ſolemne 
Covenants, and facred vovves, whereot he hath made himſelf 
and his dominion guilty, may rather make us wonder, if the 
Lord do not leave him to follovv theſe courſes, then to ſee him 
given upunto them: ls it not a righteous thing vvith God, ſince 
he hath broken his Covenant with the moſt High, wherein as he 
was bound to nothing, but to walk with God in his Kingly ca- 
pacity, and rule for him; ſo in the ſame Covenant, his ſubjects 
in a juſt ſubordination to the Lord & his Chriſt, were ſolemnely 
engaged to obey him, to be religiouſly tender of his honour and 
intereſts, and himſelf, together with the world, knoweth, 
that it is to this Oath of God » whereby his ſubjects found them- 
ſelyes obliged in Conſcience, to endeavour his reſtauration , 
that he oweth his crown and peaceable reſtitution: I ſay, is it 
not a righteous thing with God, ſince he hath broken ſuch a Co- 
yenant, whereofhe hath reaped ſo much advantage, to leave 
himto ſuch courſes, and the making of ſuch confederacies, as 
Shall make the world ſee, feare and tremble, at the reyelation 
L of 


4  / = "4 WW | 


7B WITT 


of his judgments » becauſe of a broken Covenant, It were as 
ſuperfluous forme, to oſſer the nation an account, of the man- 
ner and methods followed , in breaking this Covenant, as it 


| / might ſeem to ſayour of a malicious deſigne, if matter of fact 


were repreſented , with ſome of thoſe moſt obvious aggraya- 
tions, which made the ſinfulneſle of it reach heaven, and is like 
to cauſe God remember this iniquity : But ſure each ſoul , who 
hath not ſinned away all conſcience, of the ſacred obligatori- 
neſſe of Oaths and covenants , eſpecially theſe, made, not 
onely before the moſt High as a judge, but vvith him, as with 
the party contracting. cannot remember, with what ſolem- 
nity, this covenant was entered into, and vvith vvhat inſolence, 
rage and ſpight, it hath been throvvn in the fire, and trampled 
upon, and made treaſonable tor any to aſſert it's obligation; 
and hovv, to this day, vvhoſoever dare not for feare of the 
Almighty, do the ſame abominable thing, which his ſoul hat- 
eth, maketh himſelf an offender , andexpoſerh his perſon ro 
the lash of the miſchiefs, framed into a law, againſt the afſer- 
ters of this obligation; (o daring inſolence againſt God, and 
baſe ingratitude againſt men, thus to deſtroy the men, who 
were the ſole inſtruments of reſtoring his Majeſty 1) But, as 
he muſt perceive, the contrivers and framers of theſe lawes , 
abandoned of God, to vvalk in the vvayes and imaginations of 
their own evil heart, ſo he needeth not wonder, it perſons ſo 
judicialy leſt, to courſes, deſtructi ve of their eternal welbeing, 
and the onely valuable intereſt of their ſoul, be alſo in the tighte · 
ous judgement of the Lord, left to ſuch courſes, as are truely 
deſtructive of theit temporal intereſts; the not receiving of the 
love of the truth, eſpecialy the oppoſing and perſecuting it, 
may not onely be — . vich a being given up of God to 
ſtrong deluſions, to beleeve a lye, that they may be damned; 
but alſo to a being given up to ſtrong deluſions to beleevealye 
about all their worldly intereſts and concerns: Q chat it 
might be given unto his Maj. as his mercy, which were afa- 
vour, every way preferable to the Empire af the — 
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SAHANCE. : 
and as the mercy of this poor nation, to remember his ovyn_. 
evil vvayes, to turn to the living God, that ſo he might 
turn avvay from the fierceneſſe of his anger, and then 

blish his throne, upon che ſolid baſe of Religion and righte- 
ouſneſſe. 

Thirdly , let ſuch over · wiſe politicians, awake out of this 
dreame, to conſider, not onely, the facility of this eſtablish- 
ment, but hovv it is ſo really and upon the matter already ſet- Þ® | 
led, while vve ſleep ; that the prevention, of a f. eſta- 
blishment, { onely in his Power, who laughs the 
wicked out of their project's , and bringeth the counſel of the 
heathen to noughi; to ſay nothing — unmasked confidence, 
and plain peremptorineſſe, wherewith the Popish amo 
our lh. — , ofa long time, — , — 
their plot was ſo laid, that it could not miſgive; nor of their 
inſultings abroad, upon the ſame grounds of aſſurance: Let it 
be conſidered , firſt , ro what number, ſtrength and Power, 
the Popish party amongſt us, is arrived , partly by the ſecrer 
encouragement, partly by the open countenancethey baye had, 
ſince his Majeſties return: As for their Power and prevalency at 
Court, the current of affairs is demonſtrative, that they are 
the only cabal. who ſpirir and animat all our motions; for it 
had been impoſſible elſe , ever to have engaged and involved us. 
in this war againſt the Dutch, in whoſe deſigned overthrow, the 
deſtruction of the Proteſtant intereſt is intended: And as to 
there number, beſids the ſwarmes of thoſe locuſts which cover 
the face of out Court and city, and overſpread the whole land, 
and that inundation , which, like a torrent , floweth in upon 
us from forraigne arts, as if Rome had opened it's Sluce, 
to drown us with that deludge, or rather the dragon had caſt 
theſe waters out of his mouth, to cauſe the woman thereby to 
be carryed avvay, and ſyvallovved up, vyhichlately had brought 
forth, the man child of ſuch a — : Is it not found 
by experience (for regis ad exemplum iotus componitur ny) that, 
not a ſ{eyy perſons , of quality, are gone over and ces 
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into the Romish perſwaſion , of whom, no ſuch thing was fear- 
ed or apprehended ; inſomuch that he who is not tainted him- 
ſelf with this wicked contagion, beginneth to doubt, what per- 
ſon of quality, may be concluded, to be realy fixed in an oppo- 
ſition to this wickedneſle.; there ſeemeth to be nothing, but a 
fir opportunity, vvaating, to make an — wry, +axthr 
ot perſons , vyho yer think ir convenient, to goe un- 

; the name and diſguiſe of Proteſtants : And as men yyho 
knovv the Romish principles, and hovv ordinary it is for 
them, totranforme themſelves into every shape, that, while 
appearing like Angels of light, they may with leſſe obſer. 
vation, and more certainty, carry on their work. and eſta- 
blish their Kingdom of darkneſſe, may very rationaly judge that 
they are numerouſly lurking , under the garbe even of the mani- 
fold and various perſwaſions, which ſeem, in their principles & 
practices, moſt remote from, and oppoſit toPopery; (I need not 
mention, how they ſvvarme amongſt, and are ſerved by our Epiſ- 
copal Clergy) ſo it is very vvell knovvn, in yyhat numbers, they 
have hid themſelves, and hatched their vvickedneſſe, underthe 
dottage and diſguiſe of Szakeriſme; inſomuch , that ſober and 
diſcerning men, from the conſideration oftheſe mens priciples, 
their deſperat enmity, eſpecialy at the Stanch Proteſtants, and 
more eminently — 4 Non-conformiſts, together with the good 
underſtanding , which is between the jeading perſons of that 
party, and the Court, do rationaly inferre, ifeyer there be an op- 
rtuniry for theſe men, ro diſcover what they are at bottome, 
the bulck ot them, will be ſound, vvith the utmoſt of irrational 
and brutish fury, to adjoine themſelves to the Popish party, 
or rather diſcoyer , hovy being already their's in heart, they 
onely judged it moſt convenient to difſemble , and lurk under 
this shape, till vvith moſt advantage to Popish Idolatry, and 
danger te the Proteſtant intereſt , they might appeare, in 
the true shape of the locuſts , vvho are like horſes prepared 
unto the battel , Rev. o, 7, 8, 9, 10. having for their King and 
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But then as their number , may give the facility to this ſerle- 

ment , an obvious probability; ſoir is more aſſured from their 
ſture, and 1 readineſſe for action. and warlick capacity 
1 or puting all the miſchief that is in their heart, in execution, 
and with a rage peculiar to the dragon's followers, runing dovvn 
whatever would offer to ſtand in their way, or oppoſe this ſetle- 
ment. I need not here repeat that which is already hinted, 
what ofour viſible military ſtrength, is in their hand, and how 
our forts , forces, armouries , Magazines, with all man- 
ner of warlick-proviſions, ſeem to be deſtined and deyouted to 
that ſervice : But have not wiſe men, with feare and amaze- 
ment, obſerved, how, that ſince his Majeſties return, the Popish 
nobility , gentry , yea to the moſt ordinary of the common 
people of that perſyvaſion, from the one end of the nation, to 
the other, have, being prompred and put on by theſerreſt- 
leſſe ring-leaders , the Prieſts and Jeſuits, been preparing their 
laughter weapons ſo that he vvho conſidereth their preſent ca- 
pacity and poſture, cannot eſcape this conviction ; that there 
$ wasneyer in England, ſo numerous, and ſo well appointed an 
army, lying readyatacall, as there is, at this day, of Papiſts, 
whoſe blind tage againſt God and his truth, will prompt them 
to the height of cruelty, againſt all ranks, ſexes and ages; hence 
are theſe dayly boaſtings at home, of apprehended impoſſibility 
of the miſgiving ofthis ſetlement, and theſe inſultings abroad, 
at it's certainty , the Papiſts not ſtanding to ſay, that novv, 
they _ no rub intheir way, if the United provinces were once 
ruined. 

Secondly ,thedifficulty ofaccomplishing this their wicked de- 
ſigne,will eyanish, ifrheſe two be further conſidered; firſt, how 
the perſons of quality in the nation, are utterlydebauched , (for, 
Alas, they who are chief, are chief in all abominations and 
unexampled impieties) eſpecialy the young Nobility, and Gen- 
try; ſecondly , what a conſtant and known tranſition there is, 
from Atheiſme & all Profanity, to Popery, the mother and nurſe 

fall abominations in practice: He, I fay, vvho 8 
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theſe things, vvill be ſo far from ex pectiag an effectual oppo- 
ſition, to the ſetlement of Popery, from a generation, vvho 
ſeem rather, to have been brought forth and educatin the Stewes 
of Rome , then borne vvithin the Pale of the viſible refor- 
med Church, that he vvill conclude, a liberty to live as in the 
ſuburbs of hell, vvill make them vvithout difficulty, profeſſe 


themſelves the Childreen of that mother, vvhom they do ſo per- 


fectly reſemble : Will theſe, vvho can glory in being beaſts, and 
boaſt themſelves of their prodigious wickedneſſe, theſe, who 
in the whole of their way, carry as if they had nothing in them. 
above the ſwine, having buried in that dunghil and padic ofſen- 
ſitive delights, wherein they wallow , rhe conſideration of 
their immortal ſouls, contend for the faith once delivered unto 


the Saints, or reſiſt unto blood, ſtriving againſt this wickedneſle, 


even when under the countenance and encouragement of Autho- 
rity ? 

if any will — in his obſtinat incredulity , when his 
Majeſty's indulgence is (after all the other favours he hath 
heaped upon them) extended, to the ſeting up of their ido- 
latrous worship, throughout his dominions, that the introduc. 
ing of Popery is not deſigned, and that there is nothing, in 
this our conjunction vvith the French King, againſt the Proteſ- 


tant Stats, declarative of this purpoſe, or continue imperſyyadible 


of a poſſibility ro compaſlle it, he is like ro be knokt in the 
head, for a cure of this diſtemper , and may be certainly con- 
cluded , by puting faraway the thoughts of ſuch aday, to be 
given up, that he may be ſwept away, in thisdreame, to a ſpi- 
rit of deep ſleep and deluſion: If we be men, and have not ſo 
manci pat our reaſon, that no reaſoning will be prevalent to 
bring us to our right minde, we cannot deny a concluſion, in- 
ferred upon ſuch premiſſes: But withal; if we be Chriſtians, 
and add to all the above adduced evidences, that boch this is up- 
on the heart of adverſaries, and a comperency alſo, yea over- 
plus of power in their hand, to eſſectuat ir, the conſideration of 
our ſin, and wrath · preſaging ſecurityz we may with trembling, 
| ö entertain 
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entertain our ſelves, with theſe thoughts and fears, that God, 

in his righteous judgement, becauſe of our abuſe of his glorious 

Goſpel, and impenitence, under moſt cleare and cry —— to 
of 


t, and receive inſtruction, leſt his ſoul be ſeperatfrom us, 
be about the taking away of his Kingdome from us, and giving it 
to a nation, which will bring forth the fruits thereof, and ren- 
der them to him in their ſeaſon; and becauſe we have nor loved 
to walk in the truth, he deprive us of that truth, and in taking 
away his candleſtick, write our fin, and his diſpleaſure upon our 
Punishment: And here, 1 cannot forbeare to tell, how with 
feare and anxiety , l have heard ſome of our good Miniſters, tush 
at the expreſſions of their brethrens ſeare of a deſigne to ſetle 
Popery, as if the thing were a pure impoſſibility; but | judge, 
they did ſo, rather becauſe they would have it ſo, and partly 
from a peece of inadvertency;then from the due & ſerious weigh- 
ing, both of what we have done to deſerve it, and what the 
adverſaries, are deſigneing and doing; for, if theſe were repre- 
ſented to us, as nothing should be found, in the diſpenfations of 
God, ſo nothing in the diſpoſition of his own — or of his 
and their adverſaries, which would not preſage fad things, 
yea miniſter matter of terrour, at the thoughts of this very 
thing. a 

Bur without inſiſting , by a ſuperfluous deduction or enumera - 
tion of particulars, further ro demonſtrat theſe things whichare 
paſt all peradventure, with them, vvho vvill be at the pains to te- 
fiect on vvhat is paſt, and ſer, or fuffer themſelves rounderſtand, 
the genuin ſenſe and true import, of yvhat they novy heare & ſee 
acted, I shall / as the thing aimed at inthe whole of this diſcouſe ) 
shut up all in a word or two. witha more direct reference to what 
Il humbly judge , to be the duery of all the perſons in the nation, 
who defire tobe approved of God in ſuch a day of triall, temp- 
ration, rebuke and blaſphemy: And firſt, do not theſe things, 
my brethren, ſay , that now it is high time to awake out of ſleep: 
Let therefore the conſideration of what we ſee acted and aimed 
at, at home, and the joint tendency of the tumults and combi- 

nations 


72 17 De Pn 
8 — 


nations abroad, drive us out of our dreaming ſecurity, to conſid 
er in great ſeriouſneſſe, what danger the work of God amon 
our ſelves, and throughout the world, is in; shall we ſleep as 
do others, while his precious inteceſts and People are in ſuch ha- 
fard? shall the Lords voice be crying to the city, to the countrey, 
to the nation, to all the Churches of Chriſt in the earth, and shall 
not we be ſo wiſe, to ſee his name, and underſtand the language 
of this his terrible rod. held over our head, and the deſigne of 
him who appointeth it? it's high time to awake, when we are 
liketo fleep the ſleep of death, if we ſleep long. 

Secondly, it is not every inquiry into the emergents of the 
preſent day, or obſervation of the ſad poſture of affairs, that 
will prove us to be men of underſtanding who know the time; If 
ve could dive into the depthof all our enemies ſecreets, and make 
a perfect diſcovery of all their deſperat deſignes; yet unleſſe we 
conſider the things. which ate like to overwhelme us in their 
procuring cauſe, unleſſe we ſer our ſelves to ſearch out the accurſ- 

ed thing that is with us, and what are the national, yea perſo- 
nal provocations of his ſons and his daughters, for which he is 
like to give up the dearlie beloved of his ſoul, into the hand of his 
enemies, and into the hand of ſuch as hate them with cruel 
hatred, allis loſt labour. 

lt would draw me to a length beyond my deſigne, to reckon 
up in order our provocations, or repreſent them with their high 
and hainous aggravations, time would fail for ſuch an undertak- 
ing; who is ſuſſicient for this thing? we may, with great cer- 
tainty, ſay, upon a very overly ſearch, that our wickedneſſe is 
great, and our traſgreſſions intinit ; it's well for us, they want 
this of ſimple infinitneſſe, that they can be ſwallovved up of in- 
finitmercy : But there ſeemeth to be ſome ſpecial provocation, 
comprehenſive of all the reſt , pointed at by theſe manifold and 
mulriplied dreadful calamities, under yyhich this poor nation 
hath been cruſhed, and by all theſe more formidable things, 
vvhereby, utter deſtrudion of our perſons, poſterity, and of 
all our intereſts, both ſacred and civil, is further threatned; this 


IS 
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is thething, for which he is mainly contending, and this is that 
dangerous enemy, that domeſtick enemy the deſtroyer of the 
Church and Nation, after which our inquiry should be ; and hav- 
ing diſcoyered this enemy , if we would have Peace with God, 
even that Peace which paſſeth underſtanding, peace in life and 
death, Peace in our borders, and onthe lirael of God, we are 


not to let him, when found, go in Peace; a revenge here, 


vvith the height of hatred and indignation, is not onely Iavyful. 
but in order to the preſer vation ot ſoul and body, Church and 
Kingdome, Religion and liberty, ſimply neceſſar, and indiſ- 
— duety It vve do not ſearch this out, he vvill ſeek out 
our vvickedneſſe till he finde none, and then vvoe unto us; cr 
having found ir, if vve make light of the matter, then we engage 
him to let us know, that it is a bitter and an evil thing that ve 
have forſaken the Lord our God, and that his feare hath not been 
before us:; if we would have his eye ſ * our's muſt not: But what 
may this Provocation be?l muſt profeſſe my ſelf helped in this in- 
quiry, by calling to minde, what an eminently faithful Miniſter 
of ſeſus Chriſt ſaid , preaching at a faſt upon our anniverſary day, 
kept for the burning of London; after he had inſiſted upon many 
ſins, which might be pointed at by ſuch a remarkable ſtroak ; 
but, ſaid he, the ſtrangeneſſe and ſtupendiou ſneſſe of this judge- 
ment, ſeemeth to point at ſome one ſin, which is by the head and 
Shoulders taler then all the reſt, a judgement, the like where- 
of was neyer in the nation, ſeemeth, to point at a provocation, 
never before in ali it's circumſtances, nationally committed; 
what can this be? Truely, ſaid he, we need go no further to 
finde it out, here it is; God burnt, or permitted in his anger 
this City to be burnt, becauſe in it, by an order of King and Par- 
liament, (Horreſco referent, be aſtonished O heavens at this) that 
ſolemne Covenant, entered into with the moſt high God, about 
things which had the moſt cleare connexion with his glory, and 
rect tendency to the advancement of the Kingdome of his Son, 
in the nation, and in the ſouls of men, wherein alſo the tem- 
poral, aſwel as the eternal welfare, of each and all the perſonʒ 
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- contracting vvith the Lord God, (as bis Maj. vvho ovveth his * 
crovvn and eſtablishment to it, may ſay) vvas provided for, and 
ſecured; even this Covenant vvas burnt in our city, by the hand 
of the common Hangman; this, ſaid he, is a punishment in it's 
greatneſſe and ſtrangeneſſe, ſome way proportioned to the ſin 
pointed at, whereby it vvas procured: He ſpake like a Seer, and 
one who had the minde of Chriſt , that ſaid it: O that all mi · 
niſters of the nation, ſpake the ſame things, at leaſt on thoſe 
dayes, appointed for weeping between the porch and the alter; 
and that all the profeſſing people of the nation, who have come 
under.the bond of this Covenant, _ in order to a tight 
mourning before the Lord, be like minded! However, in this 
diſcovery | ſubſiſt: It was fit; it was an act of holy righteouſ- 
neſſe in the judge of all the World, that the nations abroad, q 
who had heard of the burning of this Covenant, and had ob- 

| ſerved, how, in this, our rage againſt God, his vvork, wa 
and People, had reached unto heaven; by which act alſo, he 
being the great and glorious party contracted with, we gaye 
him, with all imaginable fury and formality, the defiance, 
should alſo heare, hovy , this glorious Lord God, thus diſ- 1 

ightfully and dareingly provocked, had burnt that City, and 
ent as it vvere fire dovvn from heaven upon ic, to conſume the 
place, vyhere ſuch a prodigious vvickedneſſe had been com- 
mitted. Truely, my brethren , it concerneth all of us, in this 
day of his contendings with us, and in this yeer of controver- 
ſies, to call to minde a broken Covenant, and a burnt Cove- 
nant, vvhereby, vve, our King, our Parliament, and the 
vvhole nation, ſtood unalterably engaged, to make our ſelves 
happy in holineſſe, in vvorshiping the living God, according to 
his ovvn vvill , and in walking before him, in our particular 
ſtations and relations, like the vyorshipers of the true God 
vvhoſe main deſigne in the World should be, the adorning ot 
bis Doctrin, and she wing forth his vertues in all things: This Co- 
venant, I ſay, which bound us to our own bleſſedneſſe, in bindin 
us to. thegood behaviour towards him, was broken, and theſe 
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cords were caſt away from us, this. pale , whereby, we wer 
onely wa , from falling intoeverlaſting burnings, was 
plucked up: Now Brittaia, nov England lay it to thy heart, 
tor this, the hand of the greatGod hath ſmitten , for this thin 
itis ſtill ſtrerched our :Will we not take warning? will we hard- 
en our ſelves againſt him, & proſper > May not the things, 
which have overtaken us already, make us know, that it is a 
feareful thing, to fall into the hands of the living God / Oh, 
inconſideration hath hardened us into impenitency, and ripen- 
ed us for judgement ! Will nothing awake us, till the terrors 
of God take hold on us as vvatter, and a ſudden tempeſt of in- 
dignation, ſteal us avvay in the night ? Ir vvillbe too late then, 
to think of fleeing out of his hand, when he hath begun, to 
caſt upon us, and not ſpare, when he hath vvhet his glittering 
ſvyord, and his hand hath taken hold of vengeance: Dreadful 
may the expectation of our hearts be, in the conſideration of 
the things, vvhich, for this wickedneſſe, are coming, if repen - 
tance prevent it not; our not having mourned for chis abomi- 
nation, our ſiting to this day, with vvhole hearts, beſide 
the matter of ſo much ſorroyy , may make us meditat terrour 
leaſt he tear in pieces & there be none to deliver. 

Let us conſider, what judgements and plagues follovved up- 
on the avouched and — breach of this Covenant, that vve 
may know, hoyy he hath contended, and will contend for 
this, if vve return not: In the firſt place, there is no man, who is 
not under the plague of ſpiritual occecation; nay , no man vvho 
retaineth ſo much of morality as will diſtinguish him from a beaſt, 
bur if he vvill conſider the practice and conyerſation of the men, 
vyho framed this miſchiete into a layy , yea and of all vvho re- 
joyced in that day, and ſaid, Aha, ſo would vvee have it, this is 
the day we looked for, we have found, vve have ſeen it; but it 
muſt extort this teſtimony from him, in deſpight of all palliat- 
ings, and covering vvith thoſe coverings, vvhich are not of his 
ſpirit; chat ſince that day and time, never vvas there a race of 
men, neyer yyas there à generation, more remarkeably given 
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up of God co vvalk in the wayes of their oyyn heart, & that is hell- 
ward; as there were never men, who have more manifeſlly 
declared their ſin as Sodom, or have been leſſe ſolicitous to hide 
it ſo there was never a Nation, never Princes, never People, 
who might have been more juſtly ex poſtulat with, in the ſame 
terms, that his People of old were upbraded for their wicked- 

neſſe, Iſ. 1. 10. Hear the word of the Lord yt Rulers of Sodom, gi va 
ear unio the law of our God ye People of Gomorrgh : As never People 
did caſt off, ſo bleſſed and honourable a yoke, with ſo much ma- 
lice and diſpight; ſo never was there Nation or generation, who 
did more adviſcdly and deliberatly take on Satans yoke , ſeting 
themſelves to vvork wickedneſſe in the ſight of the Lord; inſo- 
much, that we are become a by-word, a hiſſing, &an abhorrence, 
as the very border of wickedneſſe, for our prodigious, & unheard 
of impieties, to the Nations about us: Oh, whither, ſince the day of 
our breach of faith with God, have we cauſed our shame to goe ? 
We have ſpoken and done evil as e could, and as if we had rak- 
ed hell, to find out new methods of ſinning, we have ſurpaſt the 
deeds of the heathen; and as we had been onely delivered, to doe 
all theſe abominations, ſo vvith a diſplayed banner, have vve 
fought againſt God, glory ing in wallowing in the very kennel 
of hell, boaſting of vvearing Satan's black colours, and think - 
ing it onely manhood and gallantry, to fight under his banner: 


| - Lerthe records of farmer times be ſearched into, and let the 


practice of this generation , be compared with the greateſt, 
and moſt univerſal vvickedneſſe, vyhich at other times had 
overſpread the Nation, and am confident impartiality muſt 
ſay , that ſince the day of our ſolemne revoult from our 
ſyyorn. ſubjection to the moſt High, Satan hath been let looſe 
more manifeſtly, to open as it vvere the very ſluce of hell 
to the drovvning of the Land, yvith a deluge of profanity, 
even after that the knovvledge of the glory of the Lord, eſ- 
peaialy upon our entering in that bleſſed Covenant vvith 
him, had covered the land, in a good meaſure, as the vvat- 
ters cover the ſea: From that day forevvard, Alas, did the Lord 
Poure out his plagues, upon the hearts of the men of that 
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conſpiracy; ſo that he who did run, might have read his 
engraven upon their practice, that as they did not like ro, | | 
retain God in their knowledge; ſo God had given them | 
over to a reprobat minde, to doe thoſe things, vvhichare not 
convenient, being filled vvith all unrighteouſneſſe, fornica- 
tion, &c. After they had broken Covenant vvith him , they ad- 
ded, this iniquity of burning it, to that ſin, proceeding from evil. 
to worſe, which had more of diſpleaſure in it, then it they had, 
upon paſſing this law, been ſtricken dead with a thunder bolt 
from heaven; fer this was to be left, to act ſo, and doe that 
wickedneſſe, vvhich being conſidered in it's complexe, and 
wich all it's circumſtances, had never been done under the 
whole heaven before, let be in the Nation; (1 graunt the 
the like was acted in our neighbour Nation of Scotland, where 
the cauſes of wrath were burnt, containing an acknowledgment 
of ſin for the breach of this Covenant; but as this was an act of 
the ſame abuſed power ; ſo it was of a piece, wich this monſ- 
truous impiety) ſo that | may very rationaly doubt, if ever 
there was, a more ſolemne and acceptable Sacrifice offered unto 
Satan, upon the earth, then to have the Nations Engagement 
with God, ſo opprobriouſly caſt into a fire : I know ,allthe ten 
Plagues of Egypt, toa gracious heart, who lookerh upon fin as 
the wotſt of evils, if they had together fallen on the Nation 
would not be remembred in one day, with this cleare and un- 
deniable evidence of the diſpleaſure of the Lord; that the Na- 
tion should be leſt to commit ſuch a wickedneſſe; Satan who had 
fled ſeven wayes before the fire of that zeal, which was ſound 
amongſt the people ot the Lord, in the day when they entered 
into this Covenant with him, &tooke on them theſe vowes, knew 
well, that now a throne would be erected to him, & that he should 
without controul, exerce aſoveraignity in the Nation, & We have 
ſeen it ſo: Hovv, Alas, hath he ſince that day, exerced as a Prince a 
dominion? & how hath that ſpirit, wrought in the childreen af 
diſobedience? | 

Bur ſecondly, becauſe the generality did not obſerve, this 
dreadtul evidence of his diſpleaſure 3 and were not ſen- 
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ſibly affected vvith the vvrath, that vvas vvitneſſed againft 
men, by leaving them to poſt in the vvayes of perdition, and 
run according to the drivings of Satan, he tooke other yyayes , 
ro make the moſt ſtupid of the nation ſenſible of his anger 
from that day ; to Er nothing (vvhich yet ſpeaketh the 
thing ſo diſlinctly, that idiots may underſtand it) of diſ- 
apointment of our hopes, and blaſting of our big expecta- 
tions for vve dreamed of nothing, bur, upon his Majeſties 
return, that vve should be the head, and all other nations the 
tail, that vve should then floorish in trade, and increaſe in 
treaſure and ſtrengrh , ro the ſuppreſſing and overawing of all, 
who would offer tocomper with us; now inſtead of this expec- 
tation, wherein we bleſſed ourſelves, and whereof we boaſted , 
as i already arrived at our hoped for harbour, our ſubſtance is 
conſumed, there is a moth in our Eſtat, he bloweth upon what 
we had, and bloweth it away, we loſe our flesh and fatneſſe, 
our mirth is turned into mourning , and our organ into the voice 
of them that weep, the whole nation filled with murmuring and 
complaints of penury, and, which is — the very Court 
that eat up all, cryeth out, my leanneſſe my leanneſſe: To paſſe 
theſe things, l ſay, without inſiſting upon them; let us, by a few 
crying evidences, remember, how God remembred this iniquity, 
and viſited us for this fin, with judgement: And becauſe, Eng- 
land had never nationaly ſodared him to his face, as in his own 
ſighr,in the ſight of Angels and men, to burn that obligation by a 
decree; wherein, the nation had obliged themſelves to be his, 
to be no more their on, to be no more at the diſpoſe of others, 
but in a due ſubordination to him as ſupreme; he giveth order, 
to a deſtroy ing Angel, to fall upon that City, where this wick - 
edneſſe was decreed and perpetrat, and then the chief Actors 
muſt flee for ir, and ſeek another ſeat and city; I need ſay no 
more of this, but as never Prince, never Parliament, neither 
the Nation or City, had been guilty of ſuck outtage, and Rebel- 
lion againſt the Lord. ſo never did-plague rage in the ſame man. 
ner, nor did the deſtroy ing Angel get a command to put up his 
0 ſyyord, 
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ſword, till ſuch heaps » were laid upon — * and ſo many 


thouſands upon thouſands; that all who heard thereof, behoy- 
ed to obſerye, and ſay, never was there ſuch a p in Eng- 
land; and, if reſolved into it's true cauſe, we muſt ſay, righte- 
ous art thou O Lord God in judging thus, we are worthy, for 
never was there ſuch a provocation in England · 

One vvoe is paſt, and behold another vvoe cometh quickly? An 
evil Spirit from the Lord, entereth into our counſels, & precipi- 
tateth us into a yyar vvith the Dutch, ſoliciting a peace vvith us: 
(1 forebeare to mention, the unrighteouſneſſe of it, vvVhich vvas 
A — plague upon the contrivers and actors, then all that 
followed upon it, though the shame and loſſe, will make a great 
total) in the beginning of this war, we were plagued with ſo mueh 
ſucceſſe, as made us encourage our ſelves in this evil matter, vic- 
trix cauſa diis placuit thought we; and yet in that little ſeeming 
ſuccceſſe we had, any diſcernin — might have obſerved, 
how the hand of the Lord God ot hoſts, was gone forth againſt 


us; for, though out enemies did flee, y et as being deprived by the 


Lord, of both counſel and courage, we did not follow, vvhen we 
had them, even for the taking up; ſo that if our effrontry make us 
boaſt, of this bout as a victory, we may, with bluckiog, re- 
member the greater shame, that the Lord poured upon us, in 
depriving us of the Spirit of conduct, that we knew not, how 
to improve the advantage over a beaten enemy; ſo that the Lord 


by this ſucceſſe, did ſeem onely to lift us up, that he might, - 


with the greater shame, noiſe and obſeryation, throw us downz 
and truely, whoever remembereth that action and day, ma 
confidently affirme, that the Lord fought for Holland and again 
England, ſeing he ſo obſervably interpoſed as a rere · vvard: Bur 
before this Angel have done his vvork. that vve might have a 
nevy proof of the diſpleaſure of the Almighty , and that he migbt 
make the World ſee, hoyy he himſelf, and not men, did caſt 
us dovvn; he ſendeth a fire into our chiefe City, before this war 
be ended, vvhere vve had burnt that Covenant; (1 paſſe all con- 
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it was done upon deſigne, even this, maketh the judgement 

demonſtrative, with a witneſſe, of his wrath and indignation 
and as this fire, ſeemed to take wings, or be carried from a 
to houſe, and ſtreet to ſtreet, by a deſtroying Angel; ſo thoſe, 
who were employed to quench it, (O its ill quenching ,- where 
he kindleth, except with teares) were deprived of all wiſdome, 
and diſcretion; or rather, as if in the 2 — judgement of 
the Lord, they had deſignedly ſer themſelves to ob the 
quenching of it, and ſo it burnt till the bulk of the City was 
turned into ashes; Thar as the Nations abroad, had heard of 
our rage in burning that Covenant, ſo they might hear of an act 
of holy revenge, and be witneſſes to the righteouſneſſe of his 
judgement, in giving us fire for fire; and as the like fury, had 
never been witneſſed againſt the Lord before, ſo he had neyer 
kindled- the like fire in the Nation before; Nay , nor almoſt the 
like in the World, ſince the burning of Jeruſalem, and ttuely 
the parallel, between the judgements , may put us in minde of 
a parity, berwixt the provocations; as the crucifying of the 
Son of God, and putting him to an open shame, burnt the 
City of that bold abomination; ſo the crucify ing of him again, 
in shedding theblood of his ſervants, and puting him e 
Shame, in burning a Covenant made with him, (which is an 
unkeard- of indignity, amongſt Princes and Stats, even when 
after the violation of Leagues, oy fall in open hoſtility) kindl- 
ed this fire, conſumed the City of our ſolemnities, and buried 

it into it's ashes. | 

Bur forall this, as we donot turn away from theevil of our 
way but inſtead of ſtoping, and taking notice of the hand, 
that is gone forth againſt us, we continue in puting forth our 
hand to iniquity; we become more inſatiable in ſinning, rushing 
foreward in our courſe, as the horſe doth to the barre}; every 
bit and bridle. that's put in our mouth, is too weak to hold us ; 
ſo his anger is not turned away , but his hand is ſtretched our 
ſtill. Ine Angel who had drawn the ſword, in ſtead of puting 
it up, ſeemed onely to have been furbishingir, while the flame 
was 
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was conſuming our City : As we were become a froyvard gene- 
ration,Childreen in vvhom was no faith; ſo he continueth, in 
his righteouſneſſe, ro heapmiſchiefs upon us, & to ſpend his ar- 
rowes upon us: We goe on with the war; now, that God, 
who deprived usof wiſdome hovv to improve our former victo- 
ry, firſt, leavetti us in the pride and haughtineſſe of our heart, to 
the folly and infatuation , of dividing our fleet , and then he muſ- 
tereth the hoſt of the battel that cometh againſt us; and ſo vve 
are foiled and put to flee , before that enemy , of vvhom vve 
had ſaid, vve had no other regret , but becauſe engaged againſt 
an enemy, unvvorthy of our ſpirit and courage; novv ate the 
Dutch their priſons filled vvith English priſoners : Bur vvhy doe 
linſiſt> The cloſe of the vvar, is the contuſion of Fngland,and a 
perfect Ecclipſe of it's glory , our English vvalls are broken 
dovvn and burnt, vvherein the hand of him vvho judged us, vvas 
ſo viſible, that the actors themſelves doe not mention it other- 
vviſe, then as the doing ofthe Lord, vvhich vvas metvellous in 
their eyes: Novv is our Court confounded and diſtracted, be- 
cauſe the Lord, againſt vvhom they had ſinned vvith ſo high a 
hand, made bare his holy Arm, in the ſight ot the nations, by 
fighting againſt them; novv is the nation, in an univerſal conſter- 
nation; novy is London ſeiſed yvith a panick feare, to that height 
as it had been eaſy for the enemy, to have burnt the remainders 
of our City, that had eſcaped the former fire: And vyhereas, 
vve vyould have a vvar, on any terms, vvith our peacable 
neigbours; novv vve muſt poſt avvay our order, to acceptofa 
peace on any termes, and (vvhich is remarkable) be forced ro 
paſſe from thoſe pretenſions, on vvhich vve had founded the 
equity of our vvar; thus are vve ſtript of our glory; and the 
crovvn, vvhich vve had vvorn for many yeers, in the ſight of 
the Nations, ſalleth from our head; (alas, that vve should have 
forgotten to have ſaid , woe wnto us that we have ſraned) England 
vvho had upheld theſe Provinces , againſt the pride of the 
Spanish Tyrranny , England vyho had conquered France, and 
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at the ſame time, vvere victorious over the Scotch their confe- 
derats , muſt novy finde the nation perfectly beſieged, by 
them, vvhom, in our pride, vve thought not a people; our 
ships burnt, in the moſt ſecure harbours of England, and vve 
neceſſitat, when under the feet of theſe whom vve had deſpiſed, 
to accept of a peace; which they might have made us condeſ- 
cend unto upon leſſe honourable termes: Which things befell 
us, that when the preſent generation shall conſider, and the 
ſucceeding ages inquire , into the cauſe of this diſaſter , and 
aske the queſtion,how vve vvere ſo vvonderfully brought down; 
It may be anſwered, becauſe in ſtead of keeping the Covenant 
with their God, they burnt it, therefore, that they might read 
their ſin and rage in their judgemear , (or, if they would not, 
others might) as he had formerly burnt their City, now he burnt 
their ships, not in the ſea, but vvithin their harbours ; and 
thus he called the Nations to be vvitneſſes, to the heat of his 
diſpleaſure, in burying our glory: As theit was nevet ſuch a ſin 
before committed in the land, we were never thus put to shame, 
and ſpit upon, in the ſight of the nations; our being made baſe 
& contemptible, in the eyes of them, vvho honoured us, and 
had us in eſtimation, muſt be refounded upon our bold ſining 
againſt the moſt high God]; and our trampling upon his honour 
and intereſt, yvith ſuch evidences of contempr , hath made us 
be greatly deſpiſed amongſt the Nations, and cauſed him,againſt 
whom we had lifred up our ſclyes, trample us under foot, as 
the mire of the ſtreets : Well, wee mult now beare our shame, 
and finde our ſelyes ſunk. in the gulte of ignominy, whereby the 
Lord was in a manner, trying us, if vve would turn from the 
evil of our way: But, Alas, that, which was the obſerve of 
the Holy Ghoſt upon Ahaz, was maniſeſtly yerified upon us; 
ſo that it might haye been, with the ſame evidence and certain- 
ty, ſaid; this is that Court, this is that Kingdome , who being 
rebuked ſo remarkably, did, in ſtead of accepting the punish- 
ment of their ſin , treſꝑaſſe yet more and more againſt the Lord. 
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In this interval, wherein we ſeemed to have tranqu llity | 


from enemies without, the plague upon our heart, is more evi- 
dent, by the evil that was in our hand; vve had ſome quiet it's 
true, (vyherein he gave us ſpace to repent, and accept of the 
punishment of cur (ons ) bur it vvas not ſo much a true peace, as 
the dravving back of the hand of the great God, that he might 
fetch the ſorer bloyy; for inſtead of humbling our ſelves under 
the mighty hand of Gd; as if vve did meditat revenge againſt 
heaven, vve not onely continued in our former unchriſtian 
practices; but, vvhat our imperial crown had loſt of it's luſtre, 
vve think to make it up, by appending the Mediator's crown to 
it; and therefore, though we fall betore others, yet we will, 
as we began, continue to fight againſt God; and in this inter- 
val of peace from forraigne enemies; as we had burnt the bond 
of our ſubjection to Jeſus Chriſt, ſo in proſecution of the ſame 
quarrel, we advance our ſupremacy , to the degrading and ex- 
autorating of him, by whom Kings reigne; and carry with 
that height of inſolence, as if we had, not onely reſolved, to 
out - do all, that ever edſthe way to us, in this oppoſition to 
Chriſt as King in Zion; but further, to give the defiance to all, 
that ever should come after us, to make a law, vyhich being 
conſidered in it's moſt plain and obvious meaning, can, with- 
out ſtraining , ſpeak this more explicitly; that, this man, tbis 
one Jeſus , who calleth himſelf a King , ſhall not reigne over us , we 
have no King but Ceſar ; we ſtated the queſtion ae finibus Imperii 
mediatorts, and decided in our ovyn favour, once for all; making 
a decree, to take the houſe of God in poſſeſſion to ourſelves, 
yea, and as if, vve intended toeternize our enmity and oppo- 
ſition to the ſon of God; vve, together vvith the imperial crovvn 
ot the Nation, tranſmit a le ki 
croyyn and ſcepter of Jeſus Chriſt; as if it vvere a ſatisfaGion 
for us, to lie dovvn in the grave, vvith an aſſurance, that his 
croyyn should not floorish upon his ovyn head; by vvhich one 
act, all our former inſolencies were reacted, yvith this addition; 
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that, vvhatever vve — to do in the houſe of the God of 
heaven hereafter , muſt be legal: And thus. the Church hath got 
an exotick head, and vve have filled upthe meaſure of our ini- 
quity : O that it might pleaſe the father of mercies, to give re- 
pentance to his Majeſty & the Nation, and to preſerve both from 
reaping that harveſt of griefand deſperat ſorrow, vvhich ſuch a 
ſeed · time preſageth: lu the mean time, the conſumprion, of the 
nation, is viſible in it's countenance, it's ſoul and ſubſtance is con- 
ſumed ; (as vvas excellently laid openin that firſt & ſecond dif. 
courſe of my Lord Lucas, before the houſe of Lords, in whom al- 
one the ancient gallant ſpitit of the hᷣnglish Nation did $hew it 
ſelfand shine forth, & who, by that heroick act, hath erected to 
himſelfa monumeat, in the heart of all true English- men, & pro- 
poſed himſelfas a worthy paterne of imitation , toall who ect 
the glory of being true Patriots) yet, while the Nation is in 
this low and languishing condition, vve are ploting and con- 
triving a new war againſt the Dutch, and therefore vve pick 
quarrels vvith them, to give our own deſignes ſome colour 
of juſtice, having reſolved upon the yvar , letthem offer, whar 
rational Carisfaction they can; yer, as if the Lord, from heaven 
would openly rebuke theſe ſecret miſchievous contriveances 
and works of darkneſſe; he in a manner giveth a commiſſion, 
to that very element, the ſtage on which we deſigne to act 
this wickedneſſe, to fall — us, fink our ships at ſea, ſweep 
away a conſiderable part of our remaining ſubſtance, aud ſvval- 
lovy up our Land; and as upon Peſtilence, fire and ſvvord, 
this had been vvritten, by the finger of the righteous judge 
of all the earth, never the like before ſeen in Exgland; ſo of this 
rempeſt , this turnado and inundation (vvhereby the ſea vvas 
become difficult and dangerous for paſſage , in reguard of 
broken ships „filled alſo yvith the fad ſpectacle of drovyned 
men, driving to and fro in it, the land-overfloyyed , houſes, 
beaſts and men, having one common burial place) it was alſo 
aid, never, did the Lord witneſſe at once, ſo much of his 
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diſpleaſure againſt the Nation, by any ſea · ſtorme; hereby 
particularly pointing at and plaguing the Kingdome, both for 
our breachot Covenant vviththe moſt High, and our former, 
and again reſolved upon breach of Covenant vvith our neigh- 
bours, as alſo our foolish pretenſion, to an abſolut dominion 


of the ſea , xo vvhich vve could fer no bounds ; if that by 
taking notice of the diſpleaſure of the living God againſt | 


our iniquous contriveances vve might be ſtopped in this un- 
happy Carreer; but all in yain, forevvard we vvill goe. And 
the thing that 'maketh the anger of the Lord, more mani- 
feſt againſt us, and our French confederat's , in this diſpen- 
ſation, was, that remarkable paſſage of providence ; vvhile 
much hayock vvas at the fame time, made upon the French coaſt, 
aſwel as upon ours, the Dutch fleet, againſt which we were mak- 
ing moſt tervid preparations,did ride all the time ſafe at anchor, 
as it were inthe centre betwixt the two, without any loſe; God 
thereby in a manner manifeſting , that he had taken theſe, whom 
we, in deſigne and endeayour, had devouted to deſtruction, into 
his own immediat proteCtion;a happy Omenzand who knoweth, 
but it is a ſpeaking prognoſtick, of what he intendeth, further to 
doe for them and by them, to the fruſtration, and diſapppoint- 
ment of our projects & preparations; & how, becauſe we would 
not behold the Majeſty ofthe Lord , nor ſee , when his hand was 
liſted up, nor liſten to the voice of ſuch a dreadfully menacing diſ- 
ſwaſiye, he mindeth to make us ſee, and put us to shame, fos 
our en vy at his people, and cauſe the World take notice of it, 
when he maketh the fire of his enemies to devour us. 

Now, my friends and brethren, my deſigne in this deduction 
and the aſſignement of it's cauſe, is not to lodge the provocation 
alone with the Court, and leave it at their door, as if we were 
innocent, and in caſe to plead guiltleſſe; no, for beſid's that 


we have made it our ovyn, for not mourning as we ought, for this 


horrid abomination, our shareing ſo — the punishment, 
poinceth at, & proveth us to be, deeply gui 
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That vve may therefore. by repentence. prevent the vvoeful day. | 
& by remembring vvhence vve have fallen, renew firſt love, and 
return to firſt vvorks, before he remove the Candleſtick, vvhich | 
is the terrible judgement , vvherevvith vve ate this day threaten- 
ed; let us conſider, hovy juſtly he may proceed, to the utmoſt 
of holy ſeverity, and obſerve, vvhat of ſpotleſſe equity, hath 
been manifeſted , in all the ſmoakingsot his vvrath againſt us, 
in all theſe blovves of his hand, whereby our beauty is conſumed; 
let us think,hovy guilty vve are, for not having been ſtedfaſt in his 
Covenant, and for not 7 our vowes to the moſt High, 
before he make a full end, and ſmite us ſo, that affliction shall 
not ſpring up the ſecond time: As it is neither poſſible for me, 
to enumerat all thoſe way es, how we haye made our ſelyes 
guilry , of a contempt and dreadful miſreguard of that Oath of 
God, whereby vve were ſo expreſſely, ſo ſolemnly & indiſpen- 
ſibly engaged in our ſeveral places and ſtations, to walk before 
him to all pleaſing, minding and advancing, above all earthly 
concerns, reformation and Religion, witneſſing and she wing 
forth it's power, in our converſation, that, the Nation might 
have been called by that name, Jehovah Shammab, that ſo the * 
reproach of Egypt (the untenderneſſe, j mean, and profanity , 
which was amongſt the multitude, kept under ſuperſtitious ig- 
norance for a great part, before our late reformation) might 
have been rolled away from us; nor to accent and sharpen theſe 
challenges, wich their Juſt aggravations and edge, that they 
may cut us at the heart, and makeuscry out; men and brethren, 
What shall we do, to be delivered from the a proaching de- 
ſtruction and impendent ruine, whereto, we and our poſterity , 
for the breach of our Covenant, and backſlidings, are expoſed ? 
ſo, I do purpoſely paſſe and forbeare it; leſt I should ſeem 
to exprobrar theſe to one party as more guiltie , while I paſſe 
by another as more innocent; butl am ſure while all arecharg- 
ed with this guilt, every gracious heart will ſuſpect himſelf, 
and ſay, Maſter iᷣ it 1? And he is like to be found deepeſt in 
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the tranſgreſſion before God, who is moſt ready to make light 
of the matter, and witha ſupine miſreguard of his own back. 
flidings and Gods anger, dare in ſtead of puting his mouth in 
the duſt as guilry re him, wipe it, and ſay, What have 1 
done_,? Let us not onely witneſſe our repentance by aperſonal 
reformation but by a ſerious minding in our place and ſtation , 
the reviving of his work: Let us ſet our ſelyes to weep over the 
duſt and ſtones of Zion: Let us give him no reſt, till he return 
and build his houſe, and fill it with his own glorious preſence, 
making thereby our gates ſalyation and our walls praile: God 
ſeemeth by all the diſpenſations of the day, to put us, without 
more debat or delay, to chuſe whether we will bleed or 
weep And it we be ſparing of our teares, juſtice is like to be 
prodigal of our blood: If our eye do not trickle down without 
intermiſſion, at the ſight of the deſolations of the ſanctuary. 
and at the danger and diũreſſe of all the Churches of Chriſt, till 
the Lord look down and behold from Heaven, he is threatening 
to bring diſtreſſe upon us, that we shall walk like blind · men, 
both becauſe of our ſining againſt the Lord, and our ſecurity; 
and to pour out our blood as the duſt and our ſlesh as the dung: 

Do we not ſee the Church and Nation ready to be devoured , 
by the fire of his jealouſy} Do we not perceiye the men with 
the (laughter weapon in their hand? Why then do we delay 
to gather our ſelves together? M hy do vve not retire within our 
ſelyes , that we may return to the moſt High with rops about 
our neck, as ſentenced perſons, upon the ſight of the plague 
of our own beart, & the iniquities that are in aur hand. but parti- 
cularly our woeful departings from, and breaches of Covenant 
with our God, before the decree bring forth, before the day 

as the chaff, before the fierce Anger of the Lord come up- 

on us? AS<A ne ſach hath been written over the head of theſe 
judgements, which are already come; ſo we may certainly con- 


— that A n ſuch, to make the ears of all that heare it 
wingle, and ſtrike their hearts with. amazement. and terrour , 
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at the report thereof, shall be written upon the wrath and woes » 
that he w ill bring upon us for theſe breaches if not mourned over: 
If the Lord employ the French, Iriſb and Englis Papiſts, which 
ſtand ready girt with their ſword upon their thigh, breathin 
out cruelty ,and thirſting after blood, to be the executioners 
his diſpleaſure, for a deſpiſed Goſpel , and to avenge the quarrel 
ofa broken Covenant, and punish us, as our congregations have 
heard, for our impenitencies and unperſwadableneſſe by all that 
hath yet come upon us, ſo to make our prayer before the Lord 
our God, that we might turn from our iniquity and underſtand 
his truth; then may we conclude, that the nation shall be made 
a Golgotha, a place of dead mens skuls, and that not onely the Maſ- 
ſacre of Pars, Alva murther and blood- shed in the Low- Coun- 
treys , the murthers and villanies committed in the valleys of 
Piedmont, with all the Marias bloodshed & perſecution in our 
own nation, but even chat more bloody and barbarous Maſſacre 
of Ireland, shall either be quit forgotten, or mentioned as light 
things, vvhen compared with the havocks, bloods, murthers, 
fire and faggot y' whereby to the ſatiating rhe malice, fury, and 
revenge of her that muſt be drunk with the blood of the Saints, 
and to the blunting of the edge of her inſtrument's rage, keen to 
the utmoſt of cruelty, the land shall be laid waſt and made utrerly 
deſolat: If we ſtill ſlee pon, after he hath done ſo much to awake 
us, after ſo many voices of word and rod, after he hath been 
ſaying unto us, Shall I noi viſitſor theſe things Shall not my ſoul 
be avenged upon ſuch a generation as this? Then there is no hope 
but that we shall be made a generation of his wrath ; nor is there 
another expectation, but that he will accomplish his anger, and 
cauſe his fury to reſt upon us, and becomforted : O for grace to 
awake &preyent this woeſul day, before he cauſe darkneſſe, 
and before our feet ſtumble upon the dark mountains! Let us 
therefore while it is called to day, beware of hardning our hearts; 
let us conſider one another, and every man himſelf, to proyok 
unto the excerciſe of repentance , Let us think on out backſli- 
| dings, 
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f ings, and breaches of Covenant, that we may return unto 
| the Lord our God, before he cauſe his anger to fall upon us: Let 
us haſt while there is a le of hope, while there is yet a, who 
ö kneweth , if the Lard will raturn, aud repent , and turn away from bi 
face anger, andibink upenthe Church, the Nation, aur ſelves and 
poſterity, 10. we periſa nr 
The laſt thing where with I shall shut up this diſcourſe, is, to 
remind — , of what I formerly hinted, viz: That 
from the conſideration of the manifeſt unrighteouſneſſe of this 
war, not ſo much againſt the Dutch, as agaiaſt the Lord God, 
in concurring with, and aſſiſting the ſworn enemies of the re- 
formed Religion; yea and againſt our ſelves, out liberties, and 
our rity » by ſtrengthening the hands of the malt Stated ad- 
verſary in the world to the proſperity ofthe knglish nation, 
we may not onely be humbled, that our Court should be left of 
the Lord to theſe wicked contrivances , Religion and likerty- 
deſtroying courſes, and that ſo many of our brethren, should 
be dra 90 as ſlaves, to aſſiſt in this Religion overturning Co- 
venant- breaking war; but, that as we would not by an aſſocia- 
tion with the workers of theſe iniquities, and a participation in 
their ſin, Share in the remarkable punishments, terrible 
plagues, whereby the righteous Lord will certainly be avenged, 
for this breach of faith and Alliance, for this conſpitacy againſt 
the reformed Religion; ſo, we would withdraw and fleetrom, 
if we would not fall into the hands ofa provoked God, all aon · 
currence in carrying on this war, ditectly or inditeckly; Neither 
let us think to pleaſe God, or be approved of him, if we ac- 
quieſce in a ſimple forbearance, to conttibut aus aſſiſtance there» 
to; nay fomewhatelſe then ſuch a neutrality is called for, ina 
day, when, all things being conſidered, there ſeemeth to be the 
moſt formally pitched Battel, between hriſt and Anti. Chriſt, 
that hath been in many generations: We ate called undet the ha- 
ſard of being te put and reckoned enemies to Chriſt and his cauſe 
(for when he is crying ſa formally at 3 time, e 4 as wy H 
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who All that are not with him shall be eſteemed enemies unto 
him) while ſome of our brethren in the ſimplicity oftheir heart, 
not knowing any thing, are inſnared and ſeduced into this quar- 
rel, and moe are deprived of their liberty, dragged as ſlaves, 
and preſſed to go fight, and ſactiſice their lives to the Court, and 
French intereſt, in prejudice of all theſe precious things and in- 
tereſts, which make life deſirable, and in the preſervation where- 
of, it is glory to die: I ſay while it is thus, we are called to 
pour out our hearts together and apart on the behalfe of our 
diſtreſſed , shamefully by us deſerted, yea berrayed Prote- 
ſtant brethren , that the Lord God of hoſts, would make 
bare his ſtrong Arm and ſtand up for their help: We are not 
onely debtors to them, when we can. contribut nothing elſe 
ro their aſſiſtance , while they muſt jeopard their lives, in 
contending againſt the mighty enemies of the Lord and his 
People, for all the ſupply and help we can make them, by our aſſi - 
duous and moſt importune beggings and beſeechings of God, for 
their ſafety and preſervation, upon the account of the refor- 
med Religion, vvhich, if they be foiled and put to the worſe; 
muſtalſo fall with them, as to it's viſible profeſſion; bur alſo up- 
on the account of the true liberty and reall intereſt of England; 
let the things already mentioned, to demonſtrat this, upon our 
ſuppoſed ſucceſſe againſt them, be conſidered, and it will make 
the matter ſo evident, that I am ſure, as he cannot be a Chtiſ- 
tian or one who wisheth the preſervation of the Church, and 
coming of the Kingdome of the Son of God in the World, ſince 
there hath not been for many ages, a People, whoſe civil in- 
tereſt was ſo twiſted and enterwoyen, with thegreatintereſt of 
Chriſt through the earth, in oppoſition to Antichriſt; ſol am up- 
on rational grounds perſwaded , that he cannnot have the heart 
ofa true English-man, he cannot bo a true lover of the real good, 
tiberty and honour of our Nation, who doth not wish well un- 
to, and is not earneſtly ſolicitous for the ſafety of the United 
provinces in this juncture; Alas 1 Shall our _—_— — 
urch 
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Dutch, goe down into the valley to fight with the enemy, 

and be engaged , not onely upon the account -of their own 
liberty, their civil intereſts, and the reformed Religion; but alſo 
moſt eyidently by an undenyable conſequence, fortheliberry of 
England, and the preſeryation of the ſame things amongſt us? 
And will not we goe upto the mount, & weep upon God to ſtand 
by them? Shall they shed their blood by ſea and land, for that 
truth and doGirine , which is according to godlineſſe, that Should . 
be deare to us beyond and above our lives? And shall not we 
offer them the aſſiſtance, of our utmoſt interceſſions? What 
could we ſay to God? Or how could we ſatisfy our own con- 
ſcience, in ſo cleareand crying an exigent, it we should, as no- 
thing concerned inthequarrel, or it's conſequences , forbeare 
to do this? How will we make it appeare, that we prefer [eru- 
ſalem to our chief joy, and are lovers of righteouſneſſe, on 
whoſe ſide ſoever it is found. ox are really deſirous to do all that is 
in our power ,to prevent the bondage of the nation, and preſerve 
our ſelves and our poſterity, from being ſold ſlaves to forraigne 
enemies and the exorbitant luſt of our own Court , if now , when 
there ls no other work for us to do, we make ir not our work, to 
lift up our heart with our hands unto God in the heavens, pray- 
ing and pleading by all manner of prayer and ſupplication , either 
to reclaime our rulers, from theſe unrighteous and violent courſ- 
es; or to preſerye our oppreſled brethren, and appeare their 
protector, when deſerted of all humane help? We would take 
heed how we lay our ſelyes aſide from this innocent and Chriſ- 
tian concurrence. I doubt nothing but as the Lord will write in 
moſt legible Characters, and witneſſe either ſooner or later, 
high and hore diſpleaſure, againſt all the contrivers of this 
war, and willing-contributers of their aſſiſtance to it, and 
reckon them, — it vvere but by their vvords and vvishes, 
vvitneſſe their concurrence, and $shevy themſelves enemies to 
our oppreſſed proteſtant friends, though they neither be guilty 
of that theiving baſenſſe of caping, ot a more formal conjunc- 
£ Ws tion 
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tion this abominable war , adverſaries to the reformed Reli- 
gion, through the World, and enemies to all tighteouſneſſe 
amongſt men;ſo, I am equally perſwaded, they shall make them- 
ſelves guilty of a deteſtable neutrality , and incurte the curſe of 
not helping the Lord — the mighty, vvho do not _ | 
his Aid for our oppreſſed brethren , and ſtirre not up themſelves 
to pray, that he would appeare to plead a cauſe that is ſo much 
his own: Let not the vain fancy of affection to the honour ot 
the Nation, when to the height of baſeneſſe engaged in a wwar, 
or lothneſſe to ſee our countrey-men put to shame, even yvhen 
it is impoſſible to appeare in this engagement and cover our 
shame, demurre or foreſlovv us in this duety : It's true, our 
Nation ought to be deare unto us, the lives and honour of our 
countrey · men precious in our ſight; but we should beſo much 
Proteſtants, ſo much Chriſtians, as to acquieſce rather, that 
vve, our poſterity, our name, and Nation should be delete & 
perish from under the heavens of the Lord, before the reformed 
Religion, that great intereſt of Chriſt in the World, by our ſuc- 
ceſſe be deſtroyed, or his declarative glory ſuffer an ecelipſe. 
Nay let us conſult either reaſon or Religion, and then, the 
thing which ſeemeth to demurre or difſvyade,will certainlydrive 
us to the duety that is preſſed : Let us love our Lord Jefus Chriſt 
ſo well, let us love the honour, proſperity apd welfare of our 
Nation ſo well, letus love the reput and renown of our countrey- 
men ſo well, as to pray , that his Kingdome may come, and that 
the deſignes of theſe who in this engagement, are engaged 
againſt us, and our precious intereſts, may be defeat, and that 
their hands may not be able to performe their enterpriſe , and 
there is no more driven at or deſired; for, ifthe ſword that is now 
drawn againſt the Dutch, return victorious and drunk with 
their blood, it will not be put up, till the yoke be wreathed about 
our neck, and it have shed the blood of ſuch, who are not ſo 
much beaſts, as with a tameneſſe to take it on; and if we be de- 
prived of, and out · live the loſe of our onely treaſure, 1 — 
and 
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and liberty, where then is rhe blefſednefſe we ſpoke of? Where 
then is the gloty of out nation whereof we boaſted? Happy is 
the many, who know eth the times, and whariſrael hath to do, 
while it is the plague of many, chat rhey are as aſſes couchin 

under the burden: Once forall, let us feate, and ſtand aloof 
from, yea in our plate aud ſtation withſtand , all theſe ſinſul 
combinations with fuch , as have turned aſide unto rheir crook- 
ed vyayes, and « and endeayour vvith ſo much vigour, 
the oyetturning of his vyotk, leſt God lead us forth vvich the 
vvotkets oflniquity :- It's true, he muſt have a Church, and 
his intereſt muſt be preſerved; for the gates of hell cannot pre- 
vail againſt it; yet if vve either join vvith theſe confederars 
againſt him, or forbeare to witneſſe our deſire of his abiding 
with us, by pleading with him, for the preſeryation of his 
low, his abandoned, born down, yea and betrayed intereſts; 
deliverance shall come another way, for he is the God of falya- 
tions, againſt whom in this conjunction, we have liſted up 
the head and ſtretched out the hand; but we, our intereſt, and 
whatſoeyer is deare anddeſfirable to men, shall be deſtroyed and 
perish: But my brethren, as | hope for better things of you, 
yea for all things, vvhich may prove you to be lovers of our 
Lord ſeſus Chriſt in ſincetity, of the Churches abroad and of 
our Nation's intereſt, honout and liberty, though 1 thus Tpexk ; 
ſo., I defire to beleeve, that not onely that poor people againſt 
whom our Court, with che French are engaged (the fecond 
part of wt ey rin Pilar's Hiſtory) shall be prelerved, thongh 
they may be broughtlovy ; but that che deſtruction of the poor 
remnant — our ſelves, vvhich (that the actors may at once 
take away Religion and liberty together with our lives { is in- 
tended, shall be prevented; for ſtrong is the Lord God who 
judgeth the enemies of his people — pleadeth the cauſes of 
their ſoul: Let us therefore wait on him, and continue with him 
in theſe tentations, carry ing in the duties of the preſent day, 
and amidſt all the dangers which accompany, a faithful acquit-- 
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ing of our ſelves in our-Maſters ſervice, as knowing, that the 
adverſaries ofthe Lord shall be broken in pieces, out of heaven 
Shall he thunder upon them: The Lord $hall judge the ends 
ofthe earth, he shall give ſtrength unto his King (the coming 
of whoſe Kingdome, is now ſo much oppoſed by theſe Kings, 
and deſiruCtion of whoſe ſubjects and people, is ſo manifeſtly 
deſigned and furiouſly driven by them) and exalt the horne of his 
anointed, when he hath provided carpenters , to fray the 
horns of theſe,who rejoyce in a thing of nought, and have taken 
unto them horns, by their own ſtrength, to push the inheri- 


tance of the Lord: Faxit Dew et feſtinat, and then we have the de- 
ſire of our hearts. 
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Eader, though thou mayeſt ſometime finde in peruſing this A Letter re- 
undant, as ane for an, or it may b: the ſame Letter twice, or a letter wanting. as of 

tor off, leſt, for leaſt, or one letter ſometime for another, as theſe for hoſe, which 
will not make thee miſſe the ſenſe yet theſe few ſmall following lapſes thou mayeſt 
thus correct. P. 13. I. 16. ingenuouſneſſe. r. ingeniouſneſſe. P. 16.1. 19. ſea. r. Cee P. 
34-1. 7. do inſiſt. r. do I inſiſi. P. 67. 1. 14. ſujects. r. ſubjets. P. 69. L. 9. phobibir, 
r. prohibit. P. 70. 1, ult, bebate. r. debate. P. 77. I. 3 2 N. ibid. l: 34. Alter. r. Altar. 
P. 84. I. 2 1. priciples. r. principles, P. 96. I. ult. furbishing, r. fourbishing. P. 102. 
4. a. remembting. r. remembering. P. 106 I. x, conjunction this. r. conjunction in this 


* 


